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IMPORTANT  CIRCULATION  NEXT  WEEK. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  March  10  will  be  circu- 
lated to  all  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom  who  last  year 
exported  druggists'  goods  of  any  kind.  This  circulation  will 
be  in  addition  to  the  regular  issue  to  our  subscribers  through- 
out Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  India,  America,  and  Australasia. 
This  is  practically  the  only  opportunity  that  merchant- 
shippers  have  of  coming  into  direct  touch  with  the  drug 
and  allied  trades,  and  many  of  them  file  the  copy  for 
reference  in  executing  indents. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 
March,  1894. 

The  photographic  season  is  coming  on,  and  there  is  a  chance 
of  good  business  for  chemists.  What  are  the  best  tnings  to 
stock.  We  believe  that  there  are  many  in  the  trade  who  can 
answer  that  question.  We  should  like  them  to  jot  down  on 
postcards  a  dozen  articles  which,  in  their  experience,  are  best 
to  put  into  stock.  The  list  can  be  put  in  something  like  the 
following  manner : — 


Srnnmarjr, 


London's  quarter-plate  camera. 
Manchester's  hand-camera. 
Liverpool's  lenses. 
Birmingham's  developmg-dishes. 
Newcastle's  red  lamp. 
Edinburgh's  developer. 


Dublin's  dry  plates. 
Brighton's  changing  bag. 
Glasgow's  bromide  paper. 
Belfast's  sensitised  paper. 
Brighton's  shutter. 
York's  photographic  guide. 


We  have  used  names  of  towns  in  place  of  names  of  firms 
but  the  above  must  be  taken  merely  as  examples.  There  are 
apparatus  and  chemicals  to  be  named  which  are  in  request, 
and  which  the  chemist  should  stock.  It  is  these  we  want  to 
get  at,  and  which  competitors  should  simply  name.  Sub- 
scribers, their  assistants,  or  members  of  their  families  may 
compete.  We  shall  give  at  least  a  guinea  to  the  postcard 
received  which  nearest  accords  with  the  general  vote. 


A  curious  death  after  taking  a  dose  of  antipyrin  is  reported 
from  Sheffield  (p.  303). 

The  Metropolitan  grocers  have  resolved  that  the  scheduling 
of  carbolic  acid  would  not  prevent  poisoning  by  that  drug,  to 
which  on  business  grounds  they  object  (p.  300). 

The  story  of  the  failure  of  the  inventor  of  "  Zokko,"  a 
carpet-cleaning  preparation,  to  get  the  public  to  appreciate 
it  to  his  profit  is  told  in  our  report  of  failures  (p.  313.) 

We  deal  editorially,  among  other  subjects,  with  the 
scheduling  of  carbolic  acid,  the  prospects  of  the  opium- 
market,  trade-titles,  butyl-chloral  and  alcoholic  solutions,  and 
the  flora  of  tropical  Africa. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  of  London  have 
declined  to  support  the  proposed  federation  of  local  asso- 
ciations, fearing  lest  the  result  should  be  interference  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  work  (p.  307). 

The  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid  is  attracting  much 
attention.  We  report  a  question  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Picton,  and  the  answer  to  it  by  Sir  Walter  Foster, 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
(p.  300). 

The  Birmingham  Magistrates  have  decided  that  a  rubber 
company  who  kept  on  their  premises  11  cwt.  of  a  solution  of 
indiarubber,  84  per  cent,  of  which  was  mineral  naphtha, 
are  infringing  the  Petroleum  Act  unless  they  hold  a  licence 
under  it. 

An   Italian   correspondent  gives   some  information  in, 
reference  to  the  protection  of  pharmacists  in  Italy.    We  also 
receive  further  details  respecting  Japanese  camphor  ;  and 
several  correspondents  assist  our  inquiry  as  to  what  becomes 
of  castor  (p.  327). 

The  proprietors  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills  have  succeeded 
in  obtaining  an  injunction  against  Mr.  Carr,  of  Berwick-on  ■ 
Tweed,  who  was  alleged  to  have  sold  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little 
liver-pills  for  pills  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture  when  the 
latter  were  asked  for  (p.  318). 

A  "  Kinninmont  Prize  "  has  been  founded  at  Glasgow 
in  honour  of  Mr.  Kinninmont,  of  that  city,  who  has 
lately  retired  from  the  Board  of  Examiners.  A  compli- 
mentary address  was  presented  to  him  at  a  supper  at  Glasgow 
last  week,  which  we  report  on  p.  308. 

A  fragment  from  a  new  chapter  which  ought  to  appear 
in  Pepys'  "  Diary,"  showing  how  the  old  journalist  attended 
an  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  appears 
on  p.  311.  We  also  give  an  outline  report  of  a  lecture  at  the 
London  Institution,  on  "  The  Chemistry  of  Cleaning,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Vivian  Lewes  (p.  311). 

To  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  Dr.  A.  P.  Luff 
has  read  an  instructive  paper  on  "  Poisonous  and  Infected 
Foods,"  dealing  with  ptomaines  and  poisons  in  tinned  goods, 
and  germ-poisons  (p.  306) ;  and  to  the  Liverpool  Students' 
Society  Dr.  Larkin  contributed  a  lecture  on  "  Animal  Extracts  - 
as  Therapeutic  Agents"  (p.  307). 

Several  company  meetings  are  reported  on  p.  312. 
The  Sanitas  Company  has  distributed  15  per  cent,  to  its 
shareholders ;  John  Oakey  &  Sons  have  paid  a  dividend  of 
10  per  cent,  after  eight  months'  trading  ;  Brooke,  Simpson  & 
Spiller  have  increased  their  trade  in  aniline,  but  their  profits 
have  shrunk  into  a  net  loss  of  1,100Z. ;  and  the  Salt  Union, 
with  334,7102.  gross  profit,  pays  3  per  cent,  on  its  ordinary 
shares. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Phai> 
maceutical  Society  at  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday  evening, 
there  was  a  full  provision  of  material.  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp 
recounted  experiments  with  papain  and  pepsin  which  tend 
to  show  that  peptonising  of  albumen  is  not  so  readily  accom- 
plished as  is  assumed  ;  Mr.  Duncan  reported  a  re-investiga- 
tion on  the  crystals  deposited  in  a  solution  of  hydrochlorate 
of  strychinine  which  he  believes  to  be  the  neutral  salt;  and 
Messrs.  Macpherson,  Lunan,  and  Coull  contributed  separate 
papers  with  the  object  of  showing  what  use  might  be  made  of 
the  U.S.  Pharmacopreia  in  the  compilation  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  (p.  309). 
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Th;  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who  send  local  newspapers  containing 
items  of  interest  to  the  trade.  lie  will  be  further  obliged  if  such  para- 
graphs be  marked  in  all  cases. 


Scheduling  Carbolic  Acid. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  February  26,  Mr. 
Picton  asked  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  the  British  Medical  Journal  of 
December  30,  1893,  was  correct  in  stating  that  he  had 
written  to  Mr.  Ernest  Hart,  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary 
Bills  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  reply 
to  a  communication  urging  protective  restrictions  on  the  sale 
■of  carbolic  acid,  and  in  that  reply  had  promised  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  Board ;  whether  he  could  now  state  the 
result  of  that  consideration  ;  and  whether  he  was  aware  that 
between  the  date  of  his  reply  to  Mr.  Hart  and  the  10th  of 
this  month  twenty-seven  deaths  from  carbolic  acid,  either  by 
suicide  or  misadventure,  had  been  reported  by  the  Press.  He 
wished  also  to  ask  whether  the  Secretary  was  aware  that  the 
Coroner  of  the  South-Western  district  of  London,  at  the 
request  of  a  jury  sitting  on  an  inquest  on  February  20, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  urging 
the  necessity  for  placing  carbolic  acid  in  the  schedule  of 
-poisons  under  the  Pharmacy  Act ;  and  whether  he  had  seen 
'in  that  morning's  papers  the  report  of  a  case  in  which  a 
whole  family  narrowly  escaped  poisoning  by  carbolic  acid 
'being  poured  into  the  cistern. 

Sir  Walter  Foster :  The  statement  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  referred  to  in  the  question  is  substantially  correct. 
The  imposition  of  protective  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  car- 
bolic acid  is  a  matter  for  tha  Privy  Council,  and  the  Board 
have  been  in  communication  on  the  subject  with  the  De- 
partment, who,  I  believe,  have  the  matter  still  under 
-consideration.  I  have  communicated  with  the  Registrar- 
General  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  carbolic  acid 
'between  December  3  and  February  17.  He  is  not  in  a 
position  at  present  to  give  this  information  as  regards  the 
country  generally,  but  he  states  that  in  London  during  the 
period  referred  to  out  of  a  total  of  twenty-eight  deaths  from 
accidental  poisoning,  one  was  due  to  carbolic  acid  ;  and  that 
out  of  ninety-seven  cases  of  suicide,  seven  were  due  to 
poisoning  by  this  acid.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
ietter  stated  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  but  I  have  seen  the  report  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Picton :  Then  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  result  of  a 
consideration  of  the  question  may  be  to  impose  some 
.restrictions  on  the  sale  of  this  poison  ? 

Sir  Walter  Foster :  That  is  a  question  which  must  be  put 
to  the  Privy  Council. 


At  the  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan 
Grocers'  and  Provision-dealers'  Association,  held  last  week 
at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  F.  C.  Frye,  M.P.,  one  of  the  papers  read  was  by  Mr. 
J.  Weeden,  on  "  The  Proposed  Interference  with  the  Sale  of 
Carbolic  Acid."  Mr.  Weeden  said  that  during  the  past  few 
months  oilmen,  grocers,  and  others  had  been  the  victims  of 
a  most  unfair  attack  upon  their  trade  interest  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  For  about  twenty-four  years  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  neglected  to  perform  their  duties 
under  the  Act,  but  in  1892  they  commenced  a  series  of  pro- 
secutions for  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  containing 
some  of  the  scheduled  poisons,  and  it  was  not  surprising  that 
on  December  6  last  the  Sheriff  of  Linlithgow  should  say,  in 
hearing  a  summons  before  him  for  the  sale  of  sheep-dips 
containing  arsenic,  that  it  was  a  great  pity  that  prosecutions 
of  this  kind  were  entrusted  to  a  Society  who  did  not  do 
their  duty,  because  it  was  notorious  that  these  poisons  had 
been  sold  openly  by  grocers,  and  no  action  had  been  taken 
until  suddenly  the  Society  made  a  jump  at  them.  Not  con- 
tent with  their  action  in  the  matter  of  proprietary  articles, 
the  Society  now  sought  to  widen  their  monopoly  by  urging 
on  the  Privy  Council  that  carbolic  'acid  should  be  included 
in  the  schedule  of  the  1868  Act.  If  this  were  granted,  oil- 
men, grocers,  and  others  could  not  sell  carbolic  disinfectants, 


carbolic  soap,  carbolic  tooth-powder,  and  other  preparations 
in  which  the  acid  is  employed.  It  was  urged  that  the 
public  safety  was  endangered  by  the  unrestricted  sale  of 
carbolic  acid,  the  inference,  of  course,  being  that  if  it  were 
only  sold  by  chemists  its  misuse  would  be  less  frequent.  In 
reply,  he  quoted  from  Messrs.  Calvert  that  in  the  ten  years 
ending  1890  accidental  deaths  arising  from  the  use  of  sche- 
duled drugs  (sold  only  by  chemists,  be  it  remembered)  were 
57  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  whilst  unscheduled  drugs,  ex- 
cluding the  acid,  were  responsible  for  32}  per  cent.,  and 
carbolic  acid  had  only  to  answer  for  10;]  per  cent.  ;  and  in 
many  instances  these  accidents  were  due  to  the  careless  way 
in  which  the  acid  was  sold  (in  most  cases  by  chemists),  who, 
for  the  sake  of  a  little  extra  profit,  had  bottled  the  acid  from 
bulk  in  an  ordinary  bottle  without  any  distinguishing  mark 
beyond  a  simple  label  "  Carbolic  Acid,"  instead  of  selling  it 
in  t^e  original  packages  of  the  manufacturers.  A  glance  at 
the  trade  paper  published  for  chemists  showed  that  out  of 
thirty-five  deaths  from  accidental  or  suicidal  misuses  of 
poisons  within  the  past  three  months  recorded  in  its  pages, 
in  only  one  case  was  the  poison  stated  to  have  been  obtained 
from  an  oil-shop  ;  whilst  in  another  instance  a  chemist's 
shop-boy  was  allowed  to  sell  a  penny  packet  of  white  preci- 
pitate, and  in  another  case  a  poisonous  acid  was  given  by 
the  chemist  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts.  Where,  then,  is  the 
public  health  safeguarded  by  giving  chemists  such  a  mono- 
poly of  trade  in  goods  ? — whilst  the  public  convenience  is 
greatly  affected.  The  numerous  prosecutions  of  grocers  for 
the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  could  not  be  to  protect 
the  public  health,  but  to  create  a  monopoly  for  chemists  ; 
for  it  is  notorious  that  the  very  proprietary  preparations  for 
the  sale  of  which  grocers  and  oilmen  are  now  being  pro- 
secuted are  being  sold  by  the  prosecutors  themselves  without 
any  of  the  restrictions  required  by  the  statute. 

After  quoting  the  memorial  which  the  Association  had 
sent  to  the  Privy  Council,  Mr.  Weeden  moved  a  resolution, 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  the  proposal  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  unfair  and  unreasonable,  in- 
asmuch as  no  evidence  had  been  adduced  to  show  that  the 
abuse  of  the  article  was  due  to  its  sale  by  others  than 
chemists,  and  respectfully  requesting  the  Privy  Council  to 
promote  an  inquiry  into  the  sale  of  poisons  contained  in 
proprietary  or  other  articles,  with  the  view  of  discovering 
how  far  the  public  health  is  endangered  by  persons  other 
than  chemists  selling  such  goods. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 


-Referring  to  the  suicide  of  a  lady  by  carbolic  acid,  the 
Baily  Chronicle  says  this  poison  inflicts  fearful  agony.  This 
is  so  well  recognised  that  many  oil-shops  hesitate  about 
selling  it  in  its  crystalline  form,  or  in  any  but  a  highly-diluted 
consistency,  whether  the  dilution  be  with  water  or  gypsum. 
But  numbers  of  householders  in  London  have  been  recently 
receiving  bundles  of  circulars  from  one  of  the  gas- companies, 
offering  gas-stoves  and  other  articles  at  special  rates,  among 
these  articles  being  carbolic  acid,  by  wholesale  or  retail- 
literally  from  an  ounce  to  a  ton.  Really,  if  this  sort  of  thing 
is  legal  the  Poisons  Acts  are  a  farce. 


The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  published  a  second  article  on 
Monday  last  on  "  State  Aid  in  Poisoning."  This  instalment 
was  "  from  a  chemist's  point  of  view,"  and  gave  the  facts 
correctly.  Quoting  from  the  Registrar-General's  returns  as 
to  deaths  from  poison,  the  writer  says  the  most  extraordinary 
point  is  that  carbolic  acid,  an  article  responsible  for  nearly 
a  fifth  of  the  deaths  by  suicide,  is  not  included  in  the 
schedule  at  all,  and  those  who  sell  it  are  not  even  required 
by  law  to  label  it  "  Poison."  One  naturally  asks  what  is  the 
use  of  a  list  of  restricted  poisons  while  equally  dangerous 
articles  may  be  distributed  to  the  public  without  let  or 
hindrance.  It  has  been  urged  in  excuse  forthis  glaring  anomaly 
that,  carbolic  acid  beins;  one  of  the  most  useful  disinfectants, 
any  restriction  placed  on  the  sale  would  discourage  the 
public  from  using  it.  This  difficulty  could  easily  be  over- 
come by  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  acid  in  small  quantities 
altogether,  and  only  permitting  it  to  be  sold  to  the  public  in 
the  form  of  carbolic  powder,  which  would  answer  tli3 
purpose  of  disinfecting  equally  as  well  as  the  more  dangerous 
acid.  It  would  be  practically  impossible  to  swallow  this 
powder  by  mistake,  or  use  it  for  suicide. 
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The  Week's  Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 
Kose  Jane  Fletcher  (20),  housekeeper  to  Mr.  Sampson 
Tharme,  'bus-proprietor,  Wolverhampton,  poisoned  herself  by 
-drinking  carbolic  acid  last  week. 

•  Annie  Viant  (71),  of  Calstock,  Devon,  died  from  the  effects 
■of  taking  carbolic  acid  last  week,  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
■discover  whether  she  had  taken  it  accidentally  or  in- 
tentionally. 

R  chard  Fletcher  (50),  a  master-joiner,  of  Liverpool,  com- 
mitted suicide  last  week  with  carbolic  acid,  having  been 
•driven  to  it,  he  explained  in  a  letter  he  left  behind  him,  by 
'the  drunkenness  of  his  wife. 

Mary  Ann  Baker  (49),  a  widow,  residing  at  47  Hugh  Street, 
Pimlico,  drank  8  oz.  of  carbolic  acid  on  Saturday,  and  ex- 
pired shortly  after.  It  was  said  that  she  had  a  notion  that 
iier  rooms  were  full  of  smoke,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
she  bought  the  acid  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
atmosphere. 

Sarah  Lewis  (28),  who  was  living  with  a  man  employed  at 
some  ironworks  at  Middlesborough,  committed  [suicide  by 
•drinking  carbolic  acid  on  February  21. 

Eleanor  Lawrance  (28),  housemaid,  was  charged  at  the 
"Marylebone  Police  Court  on  Saturday  last  with  attempting 
•to  poison  Mrs.  Salmond  and  the  other  occupants  of  the 
house  at  67  Hamilton  Terrace,  St.  John's  Wood.  The 
prisoner  was  under  notice  to  leave  Mrs.  Salmond,  and  before 
"the  expiration  of  the  notice  it  was  discovered  that  she  had 
taken  some  of  her  mistress's  ornaments,  intending,  she  said, 
to  return  them.  The  charge  was  that  as  Mrs,  Salmond  had 
intimated  she  could  not  give  her  a  character  the  prisoner 
had  put  carbolic  acid  into  the  water-cistern.  She  was 
remanded. 

Pure  Drugs. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  F.R.C.S.,  Lecturer  on  Forensic  Medicine 
•at  Westminster  Hospital,  gave  evidence  at  North  London 
Police  Court,  last  Saturday,  in  a  case  in  which  ergot  of  rye 
was  the  prominent  drug  mentioned.  He  said  in  effect  that 
'there  aie  drugs  and  drugs,  and  druggists  and  druggists  ; 
but  if  he  went,  say,  to  Allen  &  Hanburys',  he  would  get 
■drugs  which  would  be  most  certain  in  their  results.  He 
-explained  at  length  the  action  of  ergot  of  rye,  adding  that 
the  extract  (in  liquid  form)  was  far  more  powerful 
than  the  powdered  ergot  of  rye.  The  latter,  if  lying  about 
dn  a  druggist's  shop  for  six  months,  might  be  somewhat 
.uncertain  in  its  results  ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  what 
would  happen  if  the  extract,  such  as  had  evidently  been 
vjsed  in 'this  case,  were  given.  Dr.  Dupre,  Lecturer  on 
'Toxicology  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  was  also  a  witness  ;  but 
ibis  evidence  was  confined  to  the  analysis  of  a  bottle  of 
medicine  in  the  case,  and  not  as  to  the  effects  of  the 
medicine.  He  told  the  Court,  also,  what  "  Griffiths'  Mixture  " 
was  composed  of — namely,  iron,  potassium,  aloes,  and  ergot 
of  rye— and  Dr.  Bond  explained  the  action  of  each  of  these 
•drugs  upon  the  human  system,  especially  upon  women  enceinte 
.and  otherwise.  Both  of  these  doctors  were  witnesses  in  the 
•case  of  Mrs.  Baker,  who  was  alleged  to  have  accelerated  the 
death  of  Miss  Bannister  (the  lady  journalist),  and  now  they 
are  giving  evidence  in  a  case  against  Arthur  Evans,  described 
as  "  Dr."  Evans,  who  was  proved  to  have  lived  in  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Baker,  and  is  suspected  of  using  instruments  as  well 
as  the  drugs  mentioned.  It  was  mentioned  during  the 
hearing  that  for  many  years  "Dr."  Evans  carried  on  the 
business  of  chemist  and  druggist  in  Great  College  Street, 
Camden  Town,  and  subsequently  lived  at  Tufnell  Park,  and 
•carried  on  a  private  practice  as  accoucheur.  Later  on  he 
was  found  carrying  on  what  is  alleged  to  have  been  illegal 
practices  at  Mrs.  Baker's  house,  and,  finally,  he  was°in 
■residence,  and,  apparently,  hiding,  in  a  common  lodging- 
ihouse  at  Ball's  Pond  Road,  Islington.  The  case  will  be  dis- 
posed of  on  Saturday,  so  far  as  the  police  court  is  concerned, 
•when  the  proposal  of  the  Treasury  is  to  get  him  committed 
to  the  Central  Criminal  Court  for  conspiring  with  one  War- 
land,  a  milkman,  of  Dalston,  to  administer  noxious  drags 
to  a  young  woman  (Rose  Reed)  with  an  unlawful  purpose. 
The  young  woman  has  died,  and  the  charge  may  assume  a 
more  serious  aspect.  During  the  cross-examination  of  Dr.  Bond, 
Mr.  C.  V.  Young,  who  is  defending,  said  he  had  a  book 
which  stated  that  ergot  of  rye  was  most  uncertain  in  its 


results.  Dr.  Bond  :  As  I  previously  said,  if  the  extract  is 
got  from  a  respectable  firm,  it  is  most  certain  in  its  effects, 
and  if  the  writer  of  your  book  said  otherwise,  he  did  not 
know  what  he  was  talking  about.  Mr.  Bodkin  (for  the 
Treasury) :  Perhaps  the  book  has  never  been  published. 
Mr.  Young:  Oh,  yes,  it  has  ;  and  at  the  trial  I  will  produce 
both  book  and  author  for  Dr.  Bond  to  cross-examine. 

From  the  Channel  Islands. 

The  French  chemist  De  Renty,  charged  before  the  Jersey 
Police  Court  with  defrauding  the  local  gas  company,  has 
been  formally  committed  for  trial  before  the  Royal  Court  of 
that  island.    Bail  in  the  sum  of  50Z.  was  forthcoming. 

The  States  or  Legislative  Assembly  of  Jersey  last  week 
renewed  the  triennial  regulation  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  the  island.  The  only  chaDge  effected  therein 
is  that  the  regulation  now  applies  to  all  persons,  without 
distinction  of  sex,  who  present  the  necessary  documents  as 
to  qualification,  &c,  to  the  Royal  Court  of  the  island. 

Contracts  for  Disinfectants. 

The  Camberwell  Vestry's  Sewers  and  Sanitary  Committee 
will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the  Vestry  Hall  on  Tuesday, 
March  6,  at  5  30  p.m.,  to  receive  tenders  for  the  supply  of 
carbolic  powder,  disinfecting  powder  and  fluids.  Forms  of 
tender  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  at  the  Works 
Department,  Vestry  Hall,  Peckham  Road.  Approved  sureties 
will  be  required  for  the  due  performance  of  the  contracts,  and 
persons  tendering  will  be  required  to  sign  a  declaration  that 
they  pay  Trade-Union  rate  of  wages  and  recognise  the  cus- 
tomary hours  of  labour. 

Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.  have  secured  the  contract 
for  the  supply  of  carbolic-powder  disinfectant  to  the 
Islington  Vestry  for  the  next  twelve  months  ;  the  Sanitas 
Company,  powder,  oil,  and  fluid  carbolic ;  and  James 
Payn  &  Co.,  rockets  for  drain-testing. 

Poisoned  by  Acetic  Acid. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Bank  Top  on  Friday  respecting  the 
death  of  a  boy  aged  4,  named  Appleton,  the  mother  stated 
that  whilst  she  was  upstairs  the  child  opened  a  table-drawer 
and  taking  out  a  bottle  containing  acetic  acid  drank  a 
quantity  of  it.  The  acid  was  used  by  her  husband  for  corns, 
but  it  had  not  been  used  for  about  four  years.  A  verdict 
that  deceased  died  from  the  effects  of  taking  acetic  acid  was 
returned. 

Herbalists  in  Conference. 

The  Society  of  United  Medical  Herbalists  met  at  Crosby's 
Hotel,  Manchester,  on  February  21,  to  consider  what  means 
should  be  taken  for  the  defence  of  medical  herbalists 
throughout  the  country.  The  gathering  had  been  summoned 
as  the  result  of  recent  prosecutions  of  herbalists  instituted  at 
Keighley,  Durham,  and  other  places  by  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries.  Mr.  Charles  Waldan,  F.R.M.S.  (Dukinfield), 
presided,  and  there  were  present  representatives  from  the 
National  Association  of  Medical  Herbalists,  the  London 
College  of  Botanic  Safe  Medicine,  and  the  Oldham  Eclectic 
Association  of  Medical  Herbalists.  It  was  decided  to  form 
a  defence  union  composed  of  three  delegates  from  all  known 
medical  herbalist  associations  and  societies  in  England,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Scurrah  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern.  It  was 
also  decided  to  hold  the  annual  conference  of  the  United 
Medical  Herbalists  in  May  next  at  Keighley,  instead  of  at 
York  as  previously  arranged. 

Good  Drugs  in  "Wiltshire. 

The  public  analyst  for  Wiltshire  County  Council  in  his 
quarterly  report  states  that  for  the  first  time  a  number  of 
samples  of  drugs  have  been  submitted  to  him  for  analysis, 
and  the  whole  of  them  he  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and 
full  strength. 

Alleged  Arsenical  Apples. 
A  child  named  Sydney  Richardson  at  Keswick  last  week 
bought  a  large,  bright,  red-coloured  apple  for  a  penny.  The 
mother  divided  the  apple  amongst  three  children.  Not  one 
of  them  took  the  skin  off.  Two  of  the  children  became  sick 
soon  after  eating  the  apple,  and  the  other  boy  was  ill  after- 
wards. Dr.  Crawford,  who  was  called  in,  made  a  post-mortem 
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examination,  and  considered  the  symptoms  consistent  with 
arsenic-poisoning.  At  the  inquest  he  said  arsenic  was  used 
to  preserve  fruit  in  America.  The  inquest  was  adjourned 
for  a  fortnight  for  an  analysis  of  the  stomach  to  be  made. 

A  Vitriol-chamber  Comes  Down. 

Last  Tuesday  night  the  roof  of  a  vitriol-chamber,  90  feet  by 
20  feet  and  20  feet  high,  at  the  United  Alkali  Company's  Green- 
bank  Works,  at  St.  Helens,  collapsed,  and,  crashing  through 
the  bottom  of  the  tank,  released  about  150  tons  of  vitriol. 
The  liquid  flowed  down  the  bank,  on  which  the  tank  stood, 
into  Garden  Street,  100  feet  below,  the  crash  and  flow 
creating  considerable  alarm.  As  soon  as  possible  lime  was 
added  to  the  vitriol  in  the  street  to  counteract  its  effect. 
The  officials  estimate  the  damage  at  about  150/.  for  the  vitriol, 
and  from  50/.  to  100/.  for  damage  to  the  structure.  Three 
adjoining  chambers  were  burnt  down  in  the  fire  at  these 
works  in  November  last. 

Medicine  for  a  Minor. 

In  the  Wandsworth  County  Court,  on  February  22,  before 
his  Honour  Judge  Lushington,  Mr.  Barret,  a  chemist,  of 
Balham,  sued  a  person  named  Harrison  for  6/.  for  drugs 
supplied.  The  debt  was  admitted,  but  the  defendant  con- 
tended that  he  was  under  age  at  the  time,  and  that  he  was 
not  now  in  a  position  to  pay  the  debt  in  full,  but  would  try 
to  pay  10s.  a  month.  His  Honour  said  the  defendant  had  no 
right  to  incur  debts  when  he  was  a  minor,  and  then  put 
forward  excuses  of  this  kind.  It  would  take  a  year  to  pay 
the  debt,  but  he  (the  Judge)  had  no  alternative  but  to  order 
payment  of  10s.  a  month. 

Football. 

On  Saturday  last  teams  representing  the  Westminster 
College  and  the  Metropolitan  School  of  Pharmacy  met  on 
Clapham  Common  to  decide  superiority.  At  three  o'clock 
the  ball  was  set  rolling  by  the  College  centre,  and  by  some 
pretty  play  amongst  the  forwards.  J.  Williams  had  a  look 
in,  but  failed  to  score.  Not  to  be  denied,  the  College  playing 
well  together  succeeded  in  again  attacking  their  opponents' 
goal,  and  from  a  corner  kick,  which  was  beautifully  placed 
by  Hames,  Roberts  succeeded  in  scoring  the  first  goal  for 
the  College.  Still  playing  together,  the  College  pressed 
their  opponents,  and  in  a  very  short  time  J.  Williams 
succeeded  in  lowering  the  school  colours  a  second  time. 
NothiDg  more  was  scored  to  half-time.  On  resuming, 
the  School,  through  some  nice  combination  among  the 
forwards,  succeeded  in  taking  the  ball  to  the  College 
quarters,  where  "  hands  "was  conceded  to  them  just  in  front 
of  goal ;  but  the  ball  was  cleared  by  J.  Williams  when  the 
School  were  becoming  dangerous.  Some  neat  play  followed 
amongst  the  College  forwards,  the  result  of  which  was  that 
Ellis  scored  a  third  goal.  The  College  won  by  three  goals 
to  nil. 

Public  Analyses  for  Private  Persons. 

The  decision  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the 
Clerkenwell  Vestry  to  enable  private  persons  to  have  the 
services  of  the  public  analyst  gave  rise- to  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Vestry.  Mr.  Walton  moved 
that  the  matter  be  reconsidered,  as  he  thought  that  even  the 
5s.  fee  proposed  to  be  charged  for  analysing  a  parishioner's 
sample  was  prohibitory.  He  thought  a  smaller  fee  might  be 
fixed,  such  analyses  being  assisting  in  carrying  out  the  law. 
Mr.  Millward  :  It  will  come  to  this — every  man  his  own 
sanitary  inspector.  And  I  suppose  you  will  say  that  the  fee 
paid  to  the  analyst  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  giving 
the  information  in  the  event  of  a  prosecution  being  success- 
ful. Mr.  Daldorph  seconded  the  motion.  He  considered  5s. 
a  prohibitory  fee  for  a  poor  person  to  pay  for  his  own  pro- 
tection. Mr.  Millward :  This  is  a  matter  requiring  careful 
consideration.  The  committee  have  consulted  a  professional 
gentleman,  and  asked  him  his  fee  for  analysing  for  private 
individuals.  The  law  allows  him  up  to  10s.  per  sample. 
He  said  he  would  charge  a  fee  of  5s.  to  parishioners,  and 
now  you  want  to  cut  him  down  still  further.  Some  analyses 
could  not  be  done  for  5s.  If  the  fee  was  lowered  it  would 
mean  that  ^everv  person  would  be  able  to  go  to  a  shop  and 
purchase  a  pennyworth  of  pepper  and  a  pennyworth  of 
mustard  and  run  off  to  the  analyst  with  it,  and  it  would  land 
them  in  prosecutions  all  over  the  parish.    A  person  might 


have  a  spite  against  a  tradesman,  and  might  go  and  have  a 
pennyworth  of  pepper  and  5s.  worth  of  analysis.  They  had 
inspectors  in  the  parish  who  went  where  they  liked  and  took 
samples  at  their  own  sweet  will,  and  got  their  analyses  and 
prosecutions  and  penalties.  What  more  did  Mr.  Walton 
want .'  After  some  further  discussion  the  motion  was 
adopted  for  the  committee  to  reconsider  the  question  and 
bring  up  another  report. 

Medicine-stamp  Penalties. 

Mr.  Richard  Jefferson  Dodd,  chemist,  of  146  Edgware 
Road,  and  elsewhere,  was  summoned  to  the  Marylebone 
Police  Court  on  February  22  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  for  three  offences  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Act, 
he  having  sold  propiietary  articles  without  there  being  a 
Government  stamp  attached  to  each  of  the  articles.  The 
articles  on  which  the  prosecution  was  based  were  Dodd's 
Female  Pills,  Dodd's  Neuralgic  Elixir,  and  Dodd's  Universal 
Embrocation.  Mr.  Hawkins,  solicitor,  having  proved  the 
cases,  Mr.  Plowden  inflicted  a  fine  of  5/.  for  each  of  the 
three  offences  (15/.).    The  defendant  was  not  present. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  Council  of  this  Society  propose,  amongst  other 
amendments  of  the  by-laws,  one  for  the  institution  of  an 
entrance-fee  of  1/.  Is.  to  be  paid  by  persons  on  election  as 
members.  It  is  also  proposed  that  those  who  do  not  p»y 
their  annual  subscriptions  should  be  depriv  ed  of  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  the  meetings  and  voting.  How  the 
attendance  rule  is  to  be  carried  out  the  Council  does  not 
say,  but  the  proposals  will  be  submitted  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  Edinburgh,  when  members  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  matter. 

"Workhouse  Drug-supplies. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Guildford  Union  have  adopted  an 
arrangement  under  which  the  medical  officer  is  to  provide 
for  the  dispensing  of  medicines  in  the  workhouse,  the  whole 
of  the  drugs  to  be  purchased  from  a  wholesale  firm.  The 
medical  officer  is  to  receive  a  sum  as  remuneration  for  this 
additional  duty. 

The  Sheffield  Guardians  invite  chemists  and  druggists 
residing  within  the  union  to  state  what  discount  they  will 
allow  off  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb's  drug-list  and  Maw,  Son  &z 
Thompson's  sundries-list.  This  is  a  compliment,  but  not  a 
very  substantial  reward,  to  the  firms  whose  price-lists  are 
thus  indicated. 

Thefts  from  Chemists. 

A  boy  of  eight  years,  named  Percy  Weeks,  was  charged  at 
Hastings  with  having  stolen  a  box  of  glycerine  pastilles  from 
the  shop  of  Mr.  E.  Bolshaw,  chemist,  of  37  White  Rock. 
The  boy  went  into  the  shop  and  asked  the  price  of  a  pot  of 
vaseline,  and  when  he  left  the  pastilles  were  missed.  He 
returned  soon  afterwards,  and,  on  being  searched,  the  pas- 
tilles were  found  in  his  pocket.  The  Bench  discharged  the  boy 
on  the  surety  of  his  father,  who  was  requested  to  punish  him. 

James  Unsworth  and  Henry  Newby,  each  aged  15  years,, 
the  former  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Severs  &  Bateson^ 
chemists,  of  23  Stricklandgate,  Kendal,  were  charged  with, 
having  stolen  from  the  shop  of  the  firm  a  cash-box,  about  8/. 
in  money,  three  postal  orders,  two  cash-books,  and  a  packet 
of  tobacco.  The  cash-box  and  its  contents  had  been  ab- 
stracted from  the  safe  during  the  night,  and  the  6afe  had' 
then  been  locked  and  the  key  replaced  in  its  proper  place  in 
the  shop.  Unsworth  was  suspected,  and,  on  being  taken  to 
the  police  station,  he  admitted  having  entered  the  shop  with 
the  other  boy  through  a  back-cellar  entrance,  and  com- 
mitted the  theft.  The  Magistrates  sentenced  Unsworth  to 
six  weeks'  and  Newby  to  four  weeks'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  Monday,  Chas.  Defleury, 
25,  traveller,  of  Lucas  Street,  Deptford,  was  charged  with- 
stealing  a  tablet  of  soap,  value  3d.,  from  the  Southern  Drug- 
stores, Broadway,  Deptford.  The  evidence  went  to  show- 
that  the  prisoner  entered  the  shop  to  make  a  small  purchase, 
and  stole  the  piece  of  soap  from  the  counter  on  Saturday 
evening.  A  number  of  similar  thefts  having  been  committed 
before,  the  manager  closed  the  door,  and  gave  the  prisoner 
into  custody.  Mr.  Kennedy  fined  the  prisoner  20s.,  or  seven> 
days,  dealing  with  the  case  as  one  of  unlawful  possession. 
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A  Vagrant  Chemist's  Assistant. 
On  Monday,  at  the  Ystrad  Police  Court,  Rees  Williams, 
•described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  and  residing  at  Treherbert, 
was  summoned  for  vagrancy.  The  evidence  showed  that  he 
had  been  sleeping  at  night  in  the  stables  of  the  Ynysyfaid 
Colliery.  Defendant,  who  was  shabbily  attired,  stated  that 
he  had  failed  to  obtain  a  situation.  He  was  sent  to  prison 
for  a  fortnight. 

Death  after  Taking  Antipyrine. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Sheffield  on  Saturday  to  inquire 
into  the  sudden  death  of  James  Alexander  Stewart,  mantle- 
merchant  and  commercial  traveller,  which  occurred  at  the 
King's  Head  Hotel,  where  he  was  staying,  on  the  previous 
morning.  The  deceased,  who  was  56  years  old,  and  usually 
enjoyed  good  health,  arrived  at  Sheffield  on  the  previous 
Tuesday.  On  the  Thursday,  having  had  a  bad  night  in  con- 
sequence of  neuralgic  pains,  he  obtained  a  doseof  antipyrine 
from  Mr.  Newsholme's,  chemist,  but  an  hour  later  he  com- 
plained of  a  peculiar  sensation,  and  fell  down  in  a  swoon. 
He  was  put  to  bed,  and  Dr.  Harrison  attended  him.  When 
Mr.  Stewart  recovered  consciousness,  he  told  tf>e  doctor  he 
feared  he  had  been  poisoned  by  the  medicine.  Dr.  Harrison 
attended  him  assiduously  during  the  day,  only  leaving  him 
at  night,  when  he  appeared  to  be  recovering.  Early  on 
Friday  morning  Mr.  Stewart  died  very  suddenly.  Dr. 
Harrison  stated  that  he  had  made  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion, and  found  that  death  was  the  result  of  rupture  of  the 
aorta,  which  was  ossified  and  brittle.  He  also  found  that 
the  stomach  was  inflamed,  for  which  he  could  not  assign  any 
reason.  The  medicine  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  death.  Ques- 
tioned by  the  Coroner,  Dr.  Harrison  said  antipyrine  was  a 
narcotic  drug,  and  had  been  very  much  used  during  the  last 
four  years.  It  might  have  caused  the  collapse  of  the  de- 
ceased, for  he  had  known  the  medicine  to  have  that  effect 
upon  some  people.  The  Coroner  congratulated  the  jury  on 
ihe  fact  that  the  medical  evidence  quite  cleared  all  suspicion 
from  the  chemist's  assistant  who  had  prepared  the  draught. 
The  young  man  was  present,  if  the  jury  would  like  him  to 
give  evidence  ;  but  it  could  do  no  good.  The  jury  expressed 
themselves  satisfied,  and  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance 
with  the  medical  testimony. 

Masonic  Brethren. 

There  was  an  imposing  Masonic  gathering  at  Horsham 
last  week,  when  Bro.  Edward  Smith  was  installed  Worship- 
ful Master  of  the  Mid-Sussex  Lodge,  the  retiring  Worshipful 
Master,  Bro.  R.  Gallier,  performing  the  ceremony.  Both  of 
these  worshipful  gentlemen  are  chemists  in  the  town.  There 
was  a  large  company  present,  among  the  visitors  being 
W.  Bro.  W.  H.  Gibson,  P.M.,  Royal  York  P.P.G.W.,  and 
W.  Bro.  E.  Histed,  Prov.  G.S.,  both  chemists  from  Brighton. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act. 

The  Kent  County  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  F.  J.  Lloyd, 
F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  district  analyst  under  this  Act,  at  a  retaining- 
fee  of  28  guineas,  with  1  guinea  for  full  analyses  and  10*. 
for  a  single  determination.  Mr.  Lloyd  has  also  received  a 
similar  appointment  for  Wye  Agricultural  College. 

The  Oxfordshire  County  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  W.  W. 
Fisher,  M.A.,  district  agricultural  analyst  for  the  county.  He 
is  to  be  paid  11.  Is.  per  day  for  attending  as  a  witness,  or 
allowed  10s  6d.  for  the  attendance  of  his  authorised  deputy, 
and  the  fee  for  analysis  is  to  be  10s.  6d.  per  sample  ;  3d.  a 
mile  is  to  be  allowed  for  travelling-expenses,  and  51.  5s. 
each  quarter  for  the  provision  of  receptacles  required  for 
samples. 

The  Surrey  Council  have  appointed  Professor  F.  J.  Lloyd, 
at  a  retaining- fee  of  25  guineas,  and  10s.  6'/.  for  each  sample 
requiring  a  single  determination  only. 

The  Bolton  Town  Council  have  appointed  Dr.  Adams,  at  a 
fee  of  11.  Is.  for  each  sample  analysed. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  last  week  on  the  premises  of  the  Oxford 
Drag  Company,  High  Street,  Oxford.  It  was  supposed  to 
have  been  caused  by  one  of  the  assistants  going  to  the  store- 
room with  a  lighted  lamp,  and  accidentally  setting  a  light 


to  some  cotton-wool  stored  there.  The  fire  was  put  out  by 
the  assistants  before  the  arrival  of  the  brigade. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  ammonia-dis- 
tillery of  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  situate  in  Litherland 
Road,  Bootle,  on  February  23.  It  took  two  hours'  hard  work 
before  it  was  conquered. 

A  slight  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  C.  E. 
Mason  &  Co.,  2  Beech  Street,  E.C.,  druggists'  agents,  on 
Tuesday  night. 

Claim  against  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  in  the  case 
of  Read  v.  Spink,  the  plaintiff  applied  for  the  committal  of 
the  debtor,  a  chemist,  on  a  judgment-summons.  The  debtor 
said  he  formerly  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist,  but  he 
had  been  totally  ruined  by  continued  ill-health.  He  was 
now  living  on  an  income  of  15s.  a  week,  and  out  of  that  sum 
it  was  impossible  to  pay  much.  Plaintiff's  representative 
said  the  debtor  was  the  owner  of  considerable  property  at 
Wandsworth,  and  could  easily  pay  the  debt.  Defendant  said 
he  had  lost  all  his  property,  and  the  most  he  could  pay  was 
10s.  a  month.    The  Judge  made  an  order  accordingly. 

Breaking  a  Chemist's  Window. 

At  the  South-Western  Police  Court,  Mary  Pooley,  who  said 
she  was  destitute,  was  charged  before  Mr.  Denman  last  week 
with  wilfully  breaking  two  squares  of  glass  in  the  shop- 
window  of  Mr.  Frederick  Cresswell,  a  chemist,  of  357 
Battersea  Park  Road.  Mr.  J.  Hadingam,  prosecutor's 
assistant,  said  that  about  1  A.M.  on  Sunday  morning  he 
heard  a  smashing  of  glass,  and  before  he  could  get  outside 
there  was  a  second  smash.  The  prisoner  was  standing 
outside,  and  said  she  was  in  trouble  and  meant  other  people 
to  have  trouble  also.  She  was  evidently  under  the  influence 
of  drink.  It  was  proved  tha  t  the  prisoner  had  been  previously 
convicted  for  a  similar  offence  about  a  year  ago,  and  Mr. 
Denman  semenced  her  to  one  month's  imprisonment. 

A  Detective  Fraud. 

At  the  Durham  Assizes,  on  Tue  day,  Frank  Gordon  (40), 
chemist,  pleaded  guilty  to  obtaining  by  false  pretences  from 
Messrs.  F.  Calvert  &  Co.  two  postal  orders  for  the  payment 
of  1Z.  10s.,  and  also  from  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Colman  a  banker's 
cheque  and  order  for  the  payment  of  1Z.  10s.,  with  intent  to 
defraud,  at  Darlington.  The  prisoner  obtained  the  money 
from  Messrs.  Calvert  &  Co.  by  offering  to  give  them  informa- 
tion (he  purporting  to  be  a  private  detective)  to  protect 
their  business  from  being  spied  upon  by  a  man  who  was 
visiting  this  country  with  the  express  purpose  of  obtaining 
such  knowledge  as  would  enable  him  to  introduce  into  the 
colony  of  Victoria  the  methods  of  the  leading  business 
houses  here ;  this  information  was  to  be  obtained  by  him  as 
a  disguised  workman.  There  were  thirty-nine  different 
cases  against  the  prisoner,  and  he  had  between  October  and 
December  last  obtained  221.  from  different  firms.  He  was 
sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude. 

Neglect  of  the  Factory  Act. 

At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court,  on  Monday  last,  Messrs. 
Stone  &  Tinson,  chemical-manufacturers,  Penarth  Road, 
Grangetown,  were  fined  40s.  and  costs  for  neglecting  to 
affix  in  thtir  premises  an  extract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act.  Mr.  Lewis,  inspector  under  the  Act,  stated  that  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  firm  was  considered  dangerous,  and 
the  Act  provided  for  the  welfare  of  the  workmen  in  demand- 
ing this  notice. 

A  Patent  Mineral-water  Box. 

The  Solicitor-General  has  just  given  his  decision  in  a  case 
in  which  Messrs.  Dan  Rylands  (Limited)  appealed  against 
the  decision  of  the  Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  who  had 
granted  to  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Messrs  Foxon,  Robinson  &  Co., 
(Limited),  Sheffield,  a  patent  for  an  improved  method  of 
constructing  mineral-water  boxes,  binding  together  the  sides 
and  bottom  of  a  box  by  means  of  two  wires  passed  per- 
pendicularly through  the  sides,  and  horizontally  through  the 
bottom  boards,  by  which  means  it  is  alleged  that  a  light 
strong  box  can  be  made,  and  the  wires,  not  being  exposed,  are 
less  liable  to  corrode.  The  Solicitor-General  supports  the 
patent. 
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Irish  ITetus. 


The  Appointment  of  Dispenser 

to  the  Rathmines  Dispensary  of  South  Dublin  Union  has 
been  postponed  for  a  month. 

New  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Fitzpatrick,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  about  to 
open  a  pharma,cy  in  the  Berkley  Road,  Dublin. 

Tenders  for  Medicines. 

The  following  Unions  advertise  for  tenders  for  medicines  : — 
Tullamore,  to  be  considered  on  March  6,  Clonmel  on  March  8, 
Rathdrum  on  March  9,  Edenderry  on  March  10,  Swinford 
on  March  13. 


Aberdeen  Dispensary. 

In  the  annual  report  the  directors  say  that  during  the  past 
year  42,007  prescriptions  were  dispensed,  as  compared  with 
43,289  in  the  previous  year,  the  cost  having  been  280/.  Is.  6d., 
as  compared  with  284/.  17s.  9d.  in  1892,  after  deduction  of 
10/.  granted  by  the  Ophthalmic  Institution  in  respect  of 
medicines  supplied  free  to  ophthalmic  patients. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

At  the  second  annual  smoking-concert  of  this  club,  held 
on  Febr  uary  21,  Mr.  W.  Richardson  (Anderson  &  Co.)  pre- 
sided over  an  audience  of  about  100.  After  an  excellent 
programme  had  been  completed,  the  Chairman  proposed 
"  The  Prosperity  of  the  Club,"  and  took  the  opportunity  of 
recommending  the  chemists  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith  to  give 
their  assistants  a  regular  weekly  half-holiday,  as  is  done 
by  the  chemists  in  many  smaller  towns.  This  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  all  athletes.  The  date  of  the  club's  third 
annual  athletic  sports  is  fixed  for  Wednesday  evening, 
May  30. 

The  Glasgow  Parochial  Board  Dispenser's  Salary. 

The  Glasgow  Barony  Parochial  Board  have  agreed  to 
increase  the  salary  of  Mr.  W.  J.  McK'nnon,  the  dispenser  in 
the  western  division  of  the  parish,  from  60/.  to  70/.  per 
annum.  The  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  by  this 
gentleman  last  month  was  272,  valued  at  19/.  5s.  Id. 


Jrcnrfj  |}I)armaccutkal  gctos. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Chemist  Fined. — The  Paris  police  are  in  full  cry  in 
their  campaign  against  the  Anarchists,  and  sometimes  the 
innocent  suffer.  Last  Saturday  a  chemist  at  Charenton, 
named  M.  Saint-Marc,  was  summoned  for  having  a  Lebel 
rifle  in  his  p;  ssession  and  a  number  of  cartridges.  His  de- 
fence was  that  he  had  used  these  for  experiments  in  connec- 
tion with  the  manufacture  of  a  smokeless  powder,  but  this 
excuse  was  of  no  avail,  and  the  chemist  was  condemned  to 
pay  a  fine,  merely  nominal  in  amount,  however. 

Phabmaciens  Postmasters. — The  French  Postmaster- 
General  has,  in  emulation  of  the  sub-offices  existing  in  Eng- 
land, decided  to  open  a  number  of  similar  branches  in  Paris, 
and  has  selected  several  pharmacies,  amongst  other  shops. 
The  branch  post-offices  in  this  city  are  so  crowded  at  cer- 
tain hours  of  the  day  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  served.  With 
an  eye  to  economy,  too,  the  post-office  authorities  let  it  be 
understood  that  having  such  a  sub-office  in  his  officine  will 
be  a  means  of  attracting  custom  to  a  pharmacist  or  shop- 
keeper, and  consequently  a  very  small  margin  of  profit  will 
be  allowed. 


Rowdy  Pharmacists.  —  At  the  Paris  Sorbonne,  od 
Wednesday  afternoon,  February  28,  a  band  of  students,, 
mostly  from  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ing M.  Bruneticre  from  giving  his  usual  lecture.  The  reason 
of  the  uproar  is  apparently  that  the  students  are  not  alto-  ' 
gether  favourable  to  the  professor's  recent  election  to  the- 
French  Academy.  Some  3,000  persons  were  in  t  heamphitheatre, 
and  the  pharmaceutical  ringleaders  showered  paper  confetti, 
paper  darts,  &c,  on  their  heads.  M.  Brunetiere  bore  the- 
noise  and  tumult  with  excellent  humour,  but  the  onlookers- 
asked  themselves  why  it  should  be  that  aspiring  pharmacists- 
are  always  foremost  in  a  row. 

A  First-aid  Incident. — The  inconvenience  of  the  Frencb 
system  of  transporting  wounded  persons  to  the  nearest, 
pharmacy  has  been  illustrated  by  the  annoyance  recently 
experienced  at  the  Pharmacie  Rostagin  at  Nice.  A  mac/ 
wounded  in  a  s-cuffle  had  been  taken  to  this  pharmacy  for 
attention,  and  the  usual  crowd  had  gathered  before  the  doors. 
One  man,  the  worse  for  liquor,  endeavoured  to  force  an 
entrance  to  see  the  wounded  man.  The  assistance  of  a 
drunkard  being  hardly  desirable,  the  bibulous  individua3 
was  conducted  to  the  door.  He  expressed  his  irritation  by 
deliberately  smashing  a  pane  of  the  shop-front.  A  policeman 
conducted  him  to  the  station,  but  whether  the  unfortunate- 
pharmacist  will  be  recouped  for  his  broken  pane  depends  on. 
the  financial  status  of  the  objectionable  visitor. 

An  Interesting  Ceremony  took  place  at  the  chemical 
laboratory  of  the  Paris  Municipality  on  Friday  last,  when 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Raynal,  visited  that  esta- 
blishment. Accompanied  by  the  leading  officials  of  his  de- 
partment, the  minister  inspected  the  laboratory  in  detail,  the- 
chief  chemist,  M.  Girard,  being  the  cicerone.  On  tbe  termi- 
nation of  the  visit,  M.  Raynal  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave 
him  to  offer  personally  the  thanks  of  the  Government  to  the- 
employes  of  the  chemical  laboratory.  "  Under  the  direction 
of  M.  Girard,  whose  reputation  as  a  savant  is  universal,"  he- 
said,  "  and  of  M.  Dupre,  his  principal,  active,  intelligent,  and 
courageous  assistant,  the  employes  have  given  frequent 
proofs  of  late  that  their  courage  can  stand  any  test."  To- 
M  Dupre  the  minister  handed  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  o£ 
Honour,  while  the  modest  laboratory  assistant,  Adolphe- 
Coutier,  received  a  medal.  M.  Dupre  made  his  mark  long 
ago  as  a  chemist  of  merit.  He  has  been  attached  to  the 
laboratories  of  the  Faculties  of  Strasburg,  Nancy,  and- 
Paris,  and  has  seen  fourteen  years'  service  at  the  Paris  Muni- 
cipal Laboratory. 

How  Should  a  Gargle  be  Labelled  ?_ Should  it  be^ 
marked  for  "  external  use "  ?  French  medical  men  do  not 
always  indicate  it  so  in  their  prescriptions,  and  the  question 
is  receiving  some  little  attention  just  now  here.  Without 
doubt,  any  medicament  destined  for  the  digestive  organs  is 
an  internal  remedy,  and  some  pharmacists  are  inclined  to- 
worry  over  the  question  as  to  where  these  organs  may  be 
said  to  commence.  Of  course  there  may  be  some  diversity 
of  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  as  long  as  a  gargle  remains 
in  the  mouth  all  is  well ;  the  difficulty  seems  to  arise  in  the- 
fact  that  the  medicine  may  be  swallowed  involuntarily  by 
the  patient.  The  solution  phaimacists  are  disposed  to  give 
to  the  question  in  Paris  is  that  such  prescription  should  be- 
marked  for  external  use,  as  a  recommendation  to  be  prudent  -r 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  doctor  has  made  no  mention, 
to  that  effect  the  patient  may  have  his  suspicions  unjustly 
aroused  if  the  mention  is  made.  The  Repertoire  de  pharmacie- 
proposes  the  following  course  : — 

1.  If  the  remedy  contains  dangerous  substances,  corrosive  or  poisonous 
the  pharmacist  should  use  a  label  for  "external  use,"  and  even  a  mentiorj 
"  poison,"  as  the  case  may  be,  and  without  regard  to  the  dose. 

2.  If  the  gargle  only  contains  such  ingredients  as  may  be  swallowed 
without  danger,  even  in  strong  doses,  the  pharmacist  can  dispense  with  any 
special  label,  and  simply  follow  the  doctor's  instructions. 


The  Output  of  Aluminium. — Professor  Sadiler,  of  Phila- 
delphia, iD  a  recent  lecture  before  the  Franklin  Institute, 
stated  that  the  production  of  aluminium  in  1892  was  as- 
follows :— In  the  United  States,  133,779  kilos. ;  by  the 
Aluminium  Industrie  Actien-Gesellschaft,  at  Neuhausen,  in 
Switzerland,  286,100  kilos. ;  and  by  the  Societe  Electro- 
Metallurgique  Francaise,  Isere,  France,  60,000  kilos. 
Aluminium  is  now  made  entirely  by  the  electrolytic  method) 
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The  Watee-curb. — Pfarrer  Kneipp,  the  South  German 
water-cnrist,  treated  10,899  patients  last  year. 

The  Government  Quinine-sales. — Last!  year  the 
Indian  Government  disposed  of  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
doses  of  quinine  at  the  post-offices  of  the  country. 

To  Traders  with  Eastern  Europe  — It  is  reported 
that  a  British  syndicate  is  about  to  establish  commercial 
museums  and  sample  depots  at  Sophia,  Philippopolis,  Varna, 
and  Rustchuk  upon  the  model  of  the  Hungarian  museums 
already  existing  there. 

A  New  Medical  College  in  Madrid. — About  the 
middle  of  this  month  will  take  place  the  inauguration  of  a 
new  medical  college  in  Madrid.  The  building  is  in  the 
Calle  del  Barquillo,  and  is  reported  to  be  provided  with  all 
requisites  in  great  abundance. 

The  Measure  was  not  Clean. — An  Indiana  pharmacist 
has  met  with  a  straoge  death.  He  felt  unwell  and  made 
himself  a  draught  using  a  measure  without  cleaning  it  out. 
It  happened  to  have  been  used  for  some  potent  remedy,  and 
sufficient  of  it  adhered  to  the  glass  to  kill  him. 

Women-pharmacists  in  Norway. —  Norway  has  just 
acquired  its  first  woman-pharmacist,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Helga  Eide,  who  has  passed  her  pharmaceutical  qualifying 
examination  in  Christiania.  and  received  her  degree  with  the 
qualification  "  valde  bene."  At  the  same  time  Miss  Helga 
Spanberg  (also  as  the  pi  jneer  of  her  sex)  acquired  the  medical 
degree. 

A  Pharmacist  on  the  Stage. — A  pharmacist  is  the 
principal  character  in  a  comedy  (translated  from  the  French) 
which  nightly  rejoices  the  hearts  of  the  audience  at  the 
Residenz-Theater  in  Berlin.  The  Masked  Ball  is  the 
name  of  the  piece,  and  the  plot  revolves  around  the 
apotheker's  elopement  to  Nice  with  the  wife  of  his  friend,  a 
medical  man. 

Kid  Vaccine.— Surgeon-Captain  D.  M.  Moir,  of  the  Indian 
Medical  Service,  has  made  experiments  on  kids  with  a  view 
to  utilising  them  instead  of  calves  for  the  production  of 
vaccine  lymph.  It  has  generally  been  understood  that  the 
kid  is  immune  to  vaccine,  but  Dr.  Moir's  experiments  have 
disproved  that  supposition,  although  he  has  failed  to 
inoculate  one  kid  from  another. 

A  Detroit  Drug-fire.  —  The  warehouse  of  Farrand, 
Williams  &  Clarke,  wholesale  druggists,  of  Detroit,  U.S  A., 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  February  16.  The  stock  was  valued 
on  January  1  at  $160,000,  but  the  insurance  only  amounts 
to  $110,000.  The  firm  resumed  business  immediately  in  their 
new  building  on  Larned  Street  East,,  to  which  they  were 
about  to  remove  before  the  fire  broke  out. 

A  Drug-fire  in  India. —The  large  oil-yards  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Volkart  Brothers,  of  Cochin,  Southern 
India,  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  Almost  the  entire  factory 
and  all  the  produce  stored  therein,  consisting  principally  of 
cocoanut  oil,  pepper,  and  nux  vomica,  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  fire.  The  damages  are  estimated  at  300,000r.,  but 
both  the  buildings  and  the  produce  are  covered  by 
insurance. 

Pasteur  Institutes  for  Turkey.— An  imperial  irade 
has  been  issued,  a  Turkish  paper  says,  ordering  the  establish- 
ment in  the  chief  town  of  each  province  of  an  antirabific 
laboratory  similar  to  the  one  which  has  been  working  for 
some  time  in  the  capital.  These  Pasteur  institutes  will  be 
established  first  of  all  in  the  chief  towns  of  the  most  distant 
provinces  of  the  empire,  such  as  Yemen,  Bagdad,  Damascus, 
Erzeroum,  Monastir,  &c,  as  the  persons  in  those  distant  regions 
affected  with  rabies  have  hardly  a  chance  of  reaching  the 
capital  in  time  for  successful  treatment. 

Bengal  Pasteur  Institute —A  BeDgal  branch  of  the 
Pasteur  Institute  of  India  was  inaugurated  on  January  30  at 
the  Calcutta  Town  Hall,  Sir  Charles  Elliott,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  presiding.  The  proceedings  were  largely  in  the 
hands  of  medical  men,  but  much  interest  was  taken  in  the 


matter  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  supporting  the  Pasteur  system  and  agreeing  to  build 
an  institute  in  Calcutta.  A  subscription-list  was  accordingly 
started  by  the  Maharaja  of  Cooch  Behar  with  500r.,  and' 
many  nawabs,  baboos,  rajas,  &c,  contributed. 

The  Pioneer  of  Sugar-coated  Pills. — The  death  is 
announced  (at  the  age  of  seventy)  of  Mr.  Edmund  A. 
Crenshaw,  sen.,  of  the  Philadelphia  wholesale  drug-house  of 
Bullock  &  Crenshaw,  one  of  the  oldest  American  films  in  the 
trade.  Mr.  Crenshaw  and  his  partner  were  the  first  to- 
introduce  sugar-coated  pills,  but  it  was  not  long  before  they 
had  many  followers.  Daring  the  American  Civil  War  this- 
house  received  most  of  the  contracts  for  furnishing  medical 
supplies  to  the  army  and  navy,  and  this  fact  not  only  brought 
the  firm  into  great  prominence,  but  also  added  prosperity. 

Veterinaries  v.  Medical  Practitioners  in  South 
Africa.- — The  ranks  of  the  medical  profession  in  Cape 
Colony  are  in  danger  of  becoming  overstocked.  The  number 
of  medical  men  now  in  practice  in  the  colony  approximates' 
to  400,  giving  an  average  of  one  for  every  800  persons  of  all 
races.  But  if  medical  students  intending  to  set  up  practice 
at  the  Cape  would  give  a  portion  of  their  attention  to  the 
study  of  veterinary  medicine  there  is  some  prospect  of  their 
being  able  on  their  settlement  in  Cape  Colony  to  earn  a 
decent  living  in  a  new  arena  of  usefulness  amongst  the 
farming  community.    So  says  the  Cape  Argus. 

A  Jamaica  Chemist  on  Trial.— A  subscriber  at  Lucea, 
Jamaica,  sends  us  a  pamphlet  on  the  case  of  one  Moses- 
Nathaniel  Gordon,  who  stood  his  trial  at  the  Lucea 
Circuit  Court  lately  for  supplying  noxious  drugs — viz.,  aloes, 
rhubarb,  and  carbonate  of  potash — with  criminal  intent  to  a  , 
girl  of  the  name  of  Zillah  Drummond,  and  was  acquitted 
All  the  parties  to  the  case  are  coloured  people.  Mr.  Gordon, 
it  appears,  had  a  dispensary  at  Green  Island,  and  carried  on 
business  there  a*  a  duly-licen-ed  chemist.  The  trial  appears' 
to  have  aroused  considerable  feeling  in  the  island,  and  after 
the  verdict  Gordon  was  escorted  home  by  a  "  surging  crowd 
of  sympathisers." 

Japanese  Calomel. — We  reported  briefly,  last  week, 
Professor  Diver's  papjer  on  the  manufacture  of  calomel  in 
Japan,  and  as  a  sequel  to  that  we  note  that  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  two  boxes, 
each  containing  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  this  keifun, 
or  calomel,  were  exhibited.  It  had  been  on  exhibition 
amorig  the  Japanese  manufactures  of  the  Columbian  Ex- 
position. Its  appearance  is  different  from  the  calomel  as 
obtained  by  the  processes  adopted  in  Europe  and  America, 
being  in  fine  scales  and  much  lighter.  It  is  prepared  in  a 
very  simple  manner  from  mercury,  salt,  and  an  earth  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  village  of  Isawa,  Japan.  It  has 
been  made  for  about  300  years  by  members  of  the  family  of 
the  present  maker,  Heirjiro  Kokubu,  whose  works  employ 
about  ten  persons,  and  the  output  is  about  15,000  lbs.' 
annually.    It  sells  lor  $1.40  per  lb. 

The  Pondicherry  Oil-nut  Trade. — The  last  bags  of 
ground-nuts  of  the  past  season,  says  the  Madras  Times,  have 
just  been  shipped  from  Pondicherry.  The  exports  were  less- 
in  1893  than  in  1892— viz.,  519,038  bags,  as  against  558,855 
bags  in  1892.  The  harvest,  however,  was  much  the  same — 
about  800,000  bags  and  the  decrease  may  be  accounted  for 
partly  by  the  increase  in  the  production  of  ground-nut  oil. 
Of  this  last  the  exports  during  1893  have  risen  to  17,268 
barrels,  as  against  14,876  barrels  in  1892.  The  nut-oil  trade 
is  a  rising  one.  It  is  entirely  in  native  hands.  There  have 
been  some  new  oil-mills  set  up  in  the  Ville  Noire  of  Pondi- 
cherry, where,  instead  of  the  seeds  bein^  crushed  in  the 
hollowed-out  trunk  of  a  tree,  cast  iron  beds  are  used.  The 
whole  of  the  north-west  and  north  end  of  the  native  town  of 
Pondicherry  is  now  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  ground- 
nut oil,  and  many  of  the  villages  in  British  territory  on  the 
line  of  rail  are  entirely  occupied  by  oil-makers.  In  Valla- 
vanur,  for  instance,  there  are  300  mills  at  work.  The  harvest 
of  ground-nuts  for  the  current  year  is  expected  to  be  a  bumper 
one,  as  much  as  2,000,000  bags  being  estimated  as  the  out^ 
turn.  It  is  rather  late,  however,  owing  t  i  the  rains  in  late 
December  and  early  January,  which  have  retarded  the 
gathering',  but  are  reported  to  have  greatly  improved  the 
crops.    The  bulk  of  the  crop  is  due  in  February. 
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CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  last  week's  meeting  a  paper  was  read  on 

Poisonous  and  Infected  Foods. 
By  A.  P.  Luff,  M.D.,  B.Sc,  M.R.C.P. 

Articles  of  food  may  become  more  or  less  poisonous  from 
the  following  causes: — (I)  By  conveying  a  true  infection,  or 
from  poisons  developed  in  and  from  the  food  by  bacterial 
agencies ;  (2)  toxic  metallic  salts  ;  (3)  presence  in  the  food 
of  the  germs  or  spores  of  certain  specific  diseases;  (4)  in- 
fection with  certain  parasites  or  their  ova  which  are  capable 
of  undergoing  development  in  man. 

Meat-poisoning  has  resulted  from  the  consumption  of 
pork,  ham,  sausages,  tongue,  beef-brawn,  veal-pie,  pork-pie, 
beef-pie,  and  chicken-broth.  The  symptoms  produced  are 
those  of  gastr  -internal  disturbance,  which  is  more  or  less 
severe,  and  is  accompanied  by  disturbance  of  the  nervous 
system.  The  first  symptoms  of  illness,  as  a  rule,  occur  rather 
suddenly,  but  at  a  varying  period  after  consumption  of  the 
food.  The  symptoms  general'y  are  nausea,  vomiting,  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  anil  diarrhoea,  the  latter  being  generally  of 
an  offensive  chiracter.  The  nervous  symptoms,  as  a  rule, 
are  faintness,  muscular  weakness,  prostration,  and  occa- 
sionally rigors ;  usually  these  are  followed  by  fever,  head- 
ache, and  thirst.  Occasionally  the  nervous  symptoms  are 
more  pronounced,  and  may  produce  drowsiness  and  even 
insensibility. 

This  condition  must  be  regarded  not  simply  as  the  result 
of  the  irritant  effects  of  the  poisonous  food  on  the  stomich 
and  intestines,  but  also  as  being  due  to  a  general  disease 
resembling  in  its  effects  a  specific  fever. 

If  an  analysis  of  the  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurring 
from  the  various  kinds  of  meat  mentioned  be  made,  the 
following  deductions  may  be  drawn  :— (a)  In  food  which  has 
become  poi-onous.by  keeping  one  or  both  of  these  two  con- 
ditions obtain — viz  ,  a  living  microscopic  organism  and  an 
organic  chemical  poison,  which  may  be  a  ptomaine,  albumose, 
or  toxin  (b)  The  substance  which  causes  the  symptoms  is 
the  chemical  poison,  which  probably  is  produced  by 
the  action  of  the  micro-organism  on  the  albuminous 
constituents  of  the  food.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
presence  of  oxygen  appears  to  be  necessary  for  the 
development  of  poisonous  ptomaines,  and  therefore  finely- 
divided  meat  is  more  liable  to  become  toxic  on  account  of 
its  large  surface.  Liver  and  blood  appear  to  be  especially 
prone  to  develop  poisonous  bases,  (c)  The  micro-organism 
may  produce  its  peculiar  chemical  poison  either  outside  the 
body  of  man  or  in  it.  (d)  Both  the  specific  micro-organism 
in  an  infected  food  and  its  resulting  poison  may  be  fleeting, 
since  the  micro-organism  may  be  killed  by  its  own  products, 
or  the  chemical  poison  may  undergo  decomposition,  so  that 
an  infected  food  may  be  poisonous  at  one  time  and  not  so 
at  a  later  period,  (e)  In  many  cases  of  food-poisoning  an 
incubation  period  has  been  noticed.  When  such  does 
occur  the  micro- organism  may  be  growing  and  producing  its 
chemical  substance  to  which  the  poisonous  symptoms  are 
due.  When  symptoms  are  produced  by  poisonous  food 
without  an  incubation  period  an  c  rganic  chemical  poison 
doubtless  existed  in  the  food.  (/)  The  symptoms  induced 
by  poisonous  food  are  not  always  due  to  chemical  poisons. 
Extremely  virulent  micro-organisms  have  been  found  in 
articles  of  food  and  in  the  viscera  of  persons  dying  from  the 
consumption  of  such  articles.  As  was  shown  in  the  Ports- 
mouth pie-poisoning  case,  some  of  these  bacilli  may  not  be 
pathogenic,  or  disease-producing,  on  inoculation,  though 
when  taken  by  the  mouth  they  may  produce  a  chemical 
poison,  which,  absorbed  from  the  alimentary  canal,  is 
capable  of  producing  illne-s  and  even  death.  The  not  un- 
common practice  of  eating  high  game  is  one  which  is  liable 
to  be  attended  with  daoger,  and  is  a  disgusting  practice. 
A  certain  amount  of  headache,  nausea,  and  lassitude,  and 
frequently  slight  diarrhoea,  are  not  uncommon  symptoms  the 
next  day. 


As  to  the  r.ature  of  the  chemical  poisons  produced  in  the 
articles  of  food  by  bacterial  agencies,  the  following  three 
classes  are  known  to  us  : — (1)  Ptomaines  or  animal  alkaloids; 
(2)  albumoses  or  poisonous  proteids  ;  (3)  toxins  or  poisons 
possessing  an  uncertain  composition. 

Cases  of  poisoning  by  fish,  and  especially  by  mussels,  crabs, 
lobsters,  oysters,  salmon,  and  sardines  (in  tins). — The 
ordinary  symptoms  are  those  of  irritation  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines,  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  more  or  less 
nervous  disturbance,  and  not  uncommonly  a  rash  resembling 
nettle-rash.  Fatal  effects  may  result.  In  cases  of  poisoning 
with  tinned  salmon,  investigated  by  Dr.  Luff,  and  with 
tinned  sardines,  investigated  by  Dr.  Stevenson,  the  fish, 
in  appearance,  smell,  and  taste,  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
sound.  Most  probably  in  these  cases  the  contents  of  the 
tin  were  not  completely  sterilised,  and  so,  after  sealing,  the 
micro-organisms  continued  to  grow,  and  produced  a  chemical 
poison  without  a  supply  of  air. 

Mussel-poisoning  and  the  researches  of  Brieger  thereon 
were  also  dealt  with. 

Milk  may  produce  symptoms  of  poisoning  or  of  disease  in 
several  ways.  It  may  become  acid  from  lactic-acid  fermen- 
tation, and  in  this  condition  is  extremely  liable  to  produce 
flatulence  and  diarrhoea  in  children.  It  may  also  develop  a 
poisonous  substance  named  tyrotoxicon,  which  was  first 
discovered  by  Vaughan  in  poisonous  cheese.  In  addition, 
milk  may  contain  the  germs  of  several  of  the  specific  fevers. 

Dr.  Luff  also  spoke  briefly  of  poisoning  with  cheese  .and 
vegetables.  He  then  spoke  of  poisoning  with  toxic  metallic 
salts  contained  in  tinned  provisions,  especially  tinned  fruits. 
In  tinned  cherries,  he  had  found  the  juice  to  contain  malate 
of  tin  equivalent  to  nearly  2  gr.  of  the  higher  oxide  of  tin 
in  each  fluid  oz.  Copper  sulphate  is  occasionally  used  to 
give  a  rich  green  colour  to  preserved  peas  and  other  vege- 
tables, to  olives  and  to  green  pickles  ;  copper  may  also  gain 
access  to  articles  of  food  which  have  been  kept  in  the  cold 
in  copper  vessels  exposed  to  the  air.  The  colouring  of  vege- 
tables by  the  use  of  a  copper  salt  is  due  to  the  formation  of 
a  copper  compound  with  phyllocyanic  acid  derived  from  the 
chlorophyll.  This  copper  salt,  being  an  insoluble  one,  is  not 
as  a  rule  found  in  the  liquid  surrounding  the  peas,  &c,  but 
all  the  same  when  such  articles  are  consumed  the  copper 
compound  can  exercise  a  detrimental  effect.  Poisonous 
results  may  also  be  due  to  the  presence  in  food  of 
specific  germs.  Water  is  the  usual  medium  by  which 
the  typhoid  germ  is  conveyed.  The  dissemination  of 
cholera  is  also  mainly  due  to  the  contamination  of  water 
with  cholera  bacilli  derived  from  cholera  stools.  Milk 
may  contain  the  bacilli  of  typhoid  fever,  cholera,  scarlet 
fever,  and  diphtheria.  The  germs  of  scarlet  fever  may 
be  conveyeol  into  the  milk  either  from  the  hands 
of  a  milker  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  peeling  stage, 
or  from  cows  suffering  from  a  disease  which  is  either  iden- 
tical with,  or  closely  resembles,  human  scarlet  fever. 
Diphtheria  is  possibly  conveyed  from  the  cows  themselves. 
Tubercular  olisease  of  the  intestines  which  is  so  common 
among  young  children,  is  probablydue  to  the  milk  containing 
tubercle  bacilli  derived  from  tubercular  udders  of  cows.  The 
rare  disease  known  as  actinomycosis  is  probably  due  to 
eating  raw  barley  or  other  cereals  upon  which  the  actino- 
myces  fungus  has  grown. 

The  author  finally  spoke  of  food  infected  with  certain 
parasites  or  their  ova  which  are  capable  of  undergoing 
development  in  man.  These  include  the  trichinosis 
worm  in  pork,  the  cyst  of  the  tapeworm,  and  the  like. 
Microscopical  specimens  of  animal  parasites  were  exhibited 
by  Dr.  Luff  to  illustrate  his  paper. 

Several  questions  were  asked  by  members,  and  the  doctor 
said  that  undoubtedly  in  some  cases  tin-salts  were  formed 
before  the  tin  was  opened,  but  when  once  a  tin  was  open  it 
was  safer  to  empty  the  contents  out  immediately.  It  was 
possible  for  an  excess  of  malate  of  tin  to  be  present  with- 
out the  tin  being  blown  ;  for  any  hydrogen  liberated  would  be 
used  up  by  the  decomposition  products  of  the  fruits.  It  was 
generally  impossible  to  isolate  the  ptomaine  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  be  able  to  examine  its  constitution.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  find  the  typhoid  and  scarlet  fever  ptomaines, 
but  although  he  had  operated  upon  gallons  of  urine  at  a  time, 
and  used  many  gallons  of  ether  to  extract  with,  yet  he 
had  been  unable  to  obta;n  a  sufficient  quantity  to  determine 
its  chemical  constitution. 
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BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above  Association  on  Wednesday, 
February  21,  a  paper  on  "  Aerial  Machines  "  (with  diagramic 
illustrations)  was  read  by  Mr.  Geiblee.  The  paper  explained 
the  technical  details  of  the  machines  in  course  of  construc- 
tion by  Mr.  Maxim,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  others. 

The  members  of  the  Association  were  reminded  of  the 
Burroughs  &  Wellcome  prize  competition,  which  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  March  7. 


THE     WESTERN     CHEMISTS'     ASSOCIATION  (OF 
LONDON). 

At  a  meeting  held  on  February  21,  Mr.  Andrews  (President) 
in  the  chair,  the  adjourned  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
"  The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations " 
took  place.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  Cracknell)  read 
the  original  resolution  which  was  proposed  by  the  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  Parker),  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burden,  as 
follows : — 

That  this  meeting,  having  considered  the  subject  of  proposed  federation  of 
local  pharmaceutical  associations,  approves  the  scheme,  and  authorises  the 
committee  to  appoint  delegates. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  in  moving  an  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution, said  that  he  considered  such  an  association  was  not 
necessary,  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  a  legally  ap- 
pointed body  to  look  after  the  interests  of  chemis-ts  and 
druggists.  He  suggested  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  pro- 
posed Federation  would  be  to  introduce  a  territorial  repre- 
sentation on  the  Council  of  the  Society,  and  thought  that 
after  a  time  the  Federal  Association  could  not  help  inter- 
fering with  the  Council,  and  thus  cause  the  trade  to  be  still 
more  disunited.  He  also  pointed  out  that  the  number  of 
local  associations  interesting  themselves  in  pharmacy  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  fifty  (if  so  many)  throughout  the 
country,  and  thought  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  form  a 
federated  body  from  such  a  small  number.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  local  associations,  but  advocated  their  formation 
wherever  possible ;  but  he  urged  that  their  federation  should 
be  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  His  amendment  was 
as  follows : — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  first  step  towards,  and  the  best 
way  to  promote,  union  amongst  those  of  our  calling  is  to  increase  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  so  as  to  include  the  bulk  of 
registered  chemists,  thus  creating  a  strong  and  united  body,  having  full 
power  under  existing  laws  to  elect  representatives  to  the  Council,  who  will 
reflect  and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  electors,  and  who,  by  united  action, 
might  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  pharmaceutical  legislation  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  strongly  urges  upon  all  who  have  not  yet  joined  the 
Society  to  do  so  forthwith.  Furthermore,  this  meeting  does  not  see  the 
necessity  for  creating  another  organisation  as  a  federation  of  chemists' 
associations,  which  it  is  certain  could  not  have  the  same  status,  cohesion  and 
eapacity  for  usefulness  as  the  Incorporated  Society. 

Mr.  Hyne  seconded  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Hyslop  and  Mr. 
Spink  supported  it. 

The  Vice-President,  in  supporting  the  resolution,  said 
he  did  not  think  any  harm  could  result  from  a  delegate 
being  sent  to  the  meeting  at  Oxford,  as  the  Association  was 
still  not  fully  informed  as  to  what  the  Federated  Associations 
intended  doing,  and  he  thought  some  advantage  might  ensue 
by  the  delegate  reporting  what  had  taken  place,  and  then  if 
necessary,  another  discussion  could  be  held  on  the  subject. 
The  amendment  was  carried  by  eighteen  votes  against  eight, 
when  it  was  put  as  a  substantive  motion. 

Mr.  Knight  proposed  as  an  amendment : — 

That  this  meeting,  strongly  approving  of  anything  likely  to  promote 
unity  of  feeling  amongst  those  following  the  occupation  of  pharmacy,  re- 
quests those  of  the  officers  of  this  Association,  who  may  be  in  Oxford 
during  the  meeting  of  the  proposed  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion^ to  attend  thereat  and  report  to  the  next  annual  general  meeting. 

ile  said  he  thought  the  resolution  rather  premature,  as  at 
present  it  was  not  fully  understood  what  the  Federated 
Associations  intended  doing,  but  a  direct  veto  on  the  proposed 
federation  was  giving  unnecessary  discouragement  to  those 
who  had  promoted  it. 

Mr.  Holding  seconded,  and  said  that  he  attended  the 
meeting  at  Nottingham,  and  was  able  to  state  that  the  pro- 


moters of  the  Federation  had  not  the  least  intention  of  doing 
anything  antagonistic  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — in 
fact,  it  would  help  the  Society,  as  one  of  their  objects  was  to 
induce  men  to  join  it.  After  some  discussion  this  amend- 
ment was  lost  and  Mr.  Robinson's  motion  carried,  so  that 
the  Western  Chemists'  Association  declines  to  join  the  pro- 
posed Federation. 

Mr.  Spink  then  proposed  the  following  resolution  : — ■ 

That  this  meeting  conveys  through  its  President  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  the  desirability  of  increasing  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Hyne  seconded  the  resolution  which  was  carried. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  announced  to  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  March  21,  when  a  smoking-concert  will 
be  held. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  meeting  on  Thursday,  February  22,  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardle- 
worth  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley 
exhibited  some  samples  of 

Mist.  Ol.  Ricini,  B.P., 

which  he  had  prepared  by  mixing  the  oils,  potash  and  syrup 
thoroughly  in  a  mortar,  and  adding  the  water  gradually 
afterwards.  He  considered  this  a  better  method  than 
indicated  by  the  B  P.,  as  the  preparation  can  be  made  in 
three  to  five  minutes,  whereas  the  B.P.  process  requires  much 
more  time. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  drew  attention  to  the  following 
Dispensing  Notes. 

Aristol  gr.  x. 

ol.  theobrom.  . .       . .       . .       . .  q.s. 

Ft.  bougie. 

These  can  be  made  with  12  grs.  of  ol.  theobr.,  but  a  tough 
indiaiubber-like  mass  is  formed,  which  is  not  very  soluble. 
It  is  possible  to  make  a  better  preparation  by  using  10  grs. 
ol.  theobr.  and  3  grs.  ung.  cetacei.  They  are  more  easily 
prepared  if  moulded  in  tinfoil. 

Ferri  alumen.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  5- 

01.  theobr.        ..  ..       ..       ..  q.s. 

Ft.  suppos. 

An  unusual  medicament  in  a  suppository,  and  requiring 
great  care  in  manipulating.  They  are  best  made  in  the 
manner  indicated  in  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing "  for  suppos. 
pot.  brorn.  (p.  108),  great  care  being  taken  not  to  overheat 
the  oil. 

Cocainne  5  per  cent,  in  parolein.     ..       ..  ,1j. 
S.  for  spray. 

The  cocaine  dissolves  with  heat,  but  is  mostly  thrown  out 
on  cooling.  The  prescriber  sanctioned  the  use  of  almond 
oil. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Larkin,  F.R.C.S.,  then  delivered  his  lecture  on 

Animal  Extracts  as  Therapeutic  Agents. 

In  introducing  the  subject  the  author  pointed  out  that  the 
use  of  parts  of  animals  for  the  cure  of  disease  is  a  revival  of 
old  practices  ;  and  he  quoted  from  Salmon's  "  Dispensatory  " 
some  of  the  remedies  which  were  in  vogue  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  But  most  of  this  was  based  on  empiricism,  as 
extracts  of  all  kinds  of  things  were  supposed  to  contain  the 
virtues  of  the  substance  whence  they  were  derived,  and 
would  transmit  to  the  body  of  the  person  taking  them  these 
virtues  and  benefits.  So  completely  has  modern  scientific 
criticism,  and  especially  chemical  analysis,  wiped  away 
many  of  these  ideas  of  virtues,  essences,  &c,  that  in  the 
B  P.  of  1864  there  were  only  some  seventeen  remedies  that 
were  in  any  way  derived  from  animal  sources ;  and  of  these 
few  were  active  bodies — most,  such  as  lard,  suet,  wax, 
honey,  milk,  and  milk-sugar,  were  simply  vehicles.  Can- 
tharides,  musk,  cod-liver  oil,  and  ox-gall  are  really  alone 
the  true  internal  remedies,  and  perhaps  musk  and  ox-gall 
the  only  true  descendants  of  the  ancient  pharmacy  and 
therapeutics. 

The  modern  administration  of  animal  extracts  may  be 
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classed  into  two  groups  : — (1)  The  descerdant  of  the  idea 
of  giving  foxes'  lungs  for  diseased  lungs  and  extract  of 
brains  for  diseased  brains.  Its  great  apostle  is  Professor 
Brown-Sequard,  of  Paris.  (2)  The  descendant  of  giving 
extract  of  vipers  for  snake-bites,  or  of  "a  hair  of  the  dog 
that  bit  him."  Its  chief  apostles  are  M.  Pasteur,  of  Paris, 
and  Dr.  Koch,  of  Berlin.  In  the  rirst  a  product  of  a  healthy 
part  is  given  to  cure  disease  of  a  similar  organ  in  man.  In 
the  second  a  product  of  a  diseased  animal  is  given  to  cure 
or  prevent  the  same  disease  in  man.  In  dealing  with  the 
first  the  lecturer  detailed  the  theories  first  advanced  by 
Brown-Sequard,  and  then  gave  examples  of  his  experiments 
with  the  testicular  extracts  from  various  animals,  and  added 
that  most  English  observers  have  not  got  the  good  results 
with  testicular  juice  that  Brown-Sequard  says  he  has  had.  The 
various  processes  adopted  by  Brown-Sequard  to  secure  a 
perfectly  sterilised  solution  were  referred  to.  Dr.  Larkin  also 
spoke  of  the  thyroid  gland.  Photographs  of  patients  suffer- 
ing from  myxosdema  were  thrown  on  the  screen,  followed 
by  others  of  the  same  individuals  after  a  course  of  treatment 
with  the  thyroid  extract. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Larkin  said  that  the  evidence  brought 
forward  proved  that  the  administration  of  animal  extracts 
is  of  undoubted  service.  The  lecture  throughout  was  illus- 
trated copiously  by  limelight  diagrams,  and  at  the  close  a 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  lecturer. 
Messrs.  Symes  &  Co.  exhibited  specimens  of  thyroidin, 
thyroidin  tablets,  thyroid  extract,  &c. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  SMO  king-concert  was  given  bv  members  and  friends  of 
this  Associati  in,  on  February  22,  at  the  Bijou  Theatre. 
Mr.  Alderman  Deck  was  in  the  chair,  and  a  programme, 
excellently  arranged  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Church,  was  heartily 
appreciated  by  an  audience  of  between  fifty  and  sixty. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Presentation  to  Mr.  Ales.  Kinninmont. 
On  Thursday,  February  22,  the  members  of  this  Association 
had  their  annual  supper  in  the  Bath  Hotel,  Glasgow. 
Among  their  guests  were  Professor  Gairdner,  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  ;  Mr.  Laidlaw 
Ewing,  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  Edinburgh ;  Mr. 
Nisbet,  Portobello ;  Mr.  Alex.  Kinninmont,  Glasgow  ;  Mr.  D. 
Storrar,  Kirkcaldy;  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland,  Dumfries. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  President  of  the  Association,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  the  croupiers  were  Messrs.  William  Greig,  Sannuel 
Eraser,  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Robertson.  The  company  numbered 
about  one  hundred.  Mr.  Laing,  the  versatile  Secretary  of 
the  Association,  had  provided  an  interesting  novelty  in  the 
shape  of  the  appended  Latin  menu  card  : — 

MISSUS  MENSiE. 


Salmo  ex  Tuela  praecoctns,  cum  Cueume. 
Solea  Vittata. 


Maxime  Dux  prog°nei  Fartorum,  apid  Scotos  adoratus. 
Digitale  valde  plenum  Rore  montis. 


Lumbus  Bovinus. 
Clunis  assata  Ovis  cum  suceo  gelato  Fructus. 
Pectus  eaesi  Bovis  salitus. 
Ve-Get-a-Bil-Es. 


Meleagris  gallopavo  tunsus,  Condimentum  Apium  Graveolens. 
Alius  cjusdem  coetus,  Condimentum  Macaroniim. 
Pullus  Veris  Assatus. 
Petaso  Ebnraci. 


Fartum  Victoriosum. 

Fartum  Limonense. 
Sussurri  Pruni  Armeniaae. 

Scriblitoe  Pomorum. 

Pyra  Fervefacta. 

Geli  de  Maraschino. 

Mere  Diliciae  Nieotiana. 
Potiones  ad  lib. 


The  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  having  been  honoured,  an 
interesting  ceremony  was  performed — namely,  the  pre- 
sentation to  Mr.  Alexander  Kinninmont,  Glasgow,  of  a  sum 
of  100/.  and  an  illuminated  address,  in  recognition  of  his 
long  and  valued  services  to  the  drug-trade,  in  his  capacity  as 
examiner  and  local  secretary  in  Glasgow  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Mr.  Brodie  made  the  presentation,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  speech  full  of  reminiscences  of  the  past  fifty  years,  he 
stated  that  Mr.  Kinninmont's  connection  with  pharmacy 
dated  back  to  1844,  when  he  began  his  apprenticeship  in 
Glasgow.  Their  friend  had  thus  reached  his  jubilee  year. 
In  1857  Mr.  Kinninmont  acquired  his  employer's  business,  anc) 
was  registered  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  the  following 
year.  He  was  appointed  local  secretary  of  the  Society  in 
Glasgow  in  1865,  and  that  appointment  he  still  retained  ;  he- 
was  made  an  examiner  in  1872,  and  this  position  he  had  only 
just  resigned ;  and  in  1877  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Chemical  Society.  Mr.  Kinninmont  had  from  his  earliest 
connection  with  the  drug-trade  taken  an  active  interest  in. 
the  Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association,  the 
history  of  that  Association  being  very  much  bound  up  with 
his  own  history,  and  he  had  once  and  again  exerted  himself 
in  furthering  the  interests  of  pharmacy.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Examiners  his  friends 
determined  to  show  in  some  substantial  form  the  warm  admi- 
ration and  regard  they  entertained  for  bim,  and  this  pre- 
sentation was  the  result.  Mr.  Kinninmont  would  not  hear 
of  receiving  anything  in  the  way  of  a  personal  gift,  and,  with- 
his  concurrence,  the  sum  of  100Z.  was  to  be  vested  in  trus- 
tees, and  the  interest  devoted  to  a  prize  scheme,  bearing 
Mr.  Kinninmont's  name,  for  the  benefit  of  pharmacy  stu- 
dents connected  with  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland, 
and  who  are  members  of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion. Mr.  Brodie  then  read  the  address,  and,  in  the  name  of 
the  subscribers,  handed  it  over  to  Mr.  Kinninmont  amidst, 
great  cheering — 

Presented  to 

Alexander  Kinxixmoxt,  Esq.,  Ph.C,  F.C.S., 

on  the  occasion  of  his  retiring  from  the 
Scottish  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain, 
after  twenty-one  years'  service. 

Dear  Sin, — We,  chemists  in  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland,  and  other 
friends,  deem  this  a  fitting  opportunity  for  conveying  to  you  an  expression 
of  our  regard  and  esteem,  and  our  appreciation  of  the  able  and  valuable 
services  which  you  have  rendered  to  local  pharmacy  for  the  past  forty- 
years. 

The  honour  ami  distinction  with  which  you  have  so  long  held  the  position 
of  Examiner  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  won  from  all  of  us  our 
warmest  admiration  and  regards,  and  by  your  sp2cial  knowledge  and  ability,, 
your  just  yet  kind  and  considerate  nature,  you  proved  a  worthy  and 
model  Examiner. 

As  a  pharmacist,  you  have  long  held  a  leading  and  honoured  position  in- 
our  midst,  ever  seeking  to  promote  the  advancement  of  pharmaceutical 
knowledge  and  education,  and  ever  ready  to  accord  the  utmost  courtesy 
and  kindness  to  all  seeking  information  or  advice. 

That  you  have  well  earned  the  comparative  rest  you  now  seek  is  a  con- 
viction which  we  all  share,  and  we  unite  in  heartiest  and  best  wishes  for 
your  future  health  and  happiness. 

Along  with  this  address  is  presented  the  sum  of  100'.,  which  yOTA 
generously  desire  should  be  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  prize- 
in  connection  with  pharmacy  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland,  to  be 
ealled  the  "  Kinninmont  Prize." 

Signed  in  name  of  the  subscribers. 
Robt.  McAdam,        William  L.  Ourrie,         Walter  Paris, 

Chairman.  Secretary.  Treasurer. 

R.  Brodie.  A.  M.  Robertson.  James  Dickie. 

John  Foster.  William  T.  Law.  John  McMillan. 

David  Lees.  Alexander  Boyd.  Thomas  Adam. 

Members  of  Committee. 

Glasgow,  February  22, 1894. 

Mr.  Kinninmont,  in  reply,  thanked  the  subscribers*  for 
their  tokens  of  good  will,  and  referred  shortly  to  his  work  as 
an  examiner.  The  Board  of  Examiners  had  a  heavy  respon- 
sibility to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  candidates.  It  was- 
a  serious  question—"  Are  we  justified  in  letting  this  fellow- 
loose  upon  the  public  1 "  In  the  face  of  that  they  could  not 
be  too  exact ;  but  the  examiners  had  always  tempered  justice 
with  mercy  to  the  candidates. 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nisbet,  Portobello,  the  Testimonial 
Committee  were  cordially  thanked  for  their  services,  Mr. 
Boyd  making  a  few  remarks  in  acknowledgment. 

Mr.  Storrar  gave  "  The  Medical  Profession "  in  a  neat 
little  speech.  To  this  Professor  Gairdner  replied.  Tne 
other  tr  asts  were :  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,"  acknowledged  by  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  ;  "The 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association," 
proposed  by  the  Chairman  ;  "  The  Strangers,"  "  The 
Croupiers,"  and  "  The  Chairman."  Several  gentlemen  contri- 
buted selections  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  between 
the  speeches,  and  thus  a  pleasant  evening  was  passed. 


PLYMOUTH,  STONEHOUSE,  AND  DEVONPORT 
CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  AND  APPRENTICES' 
ASSOCIATION. 
At  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  on  February  22,  Mr.  E.  W.  H. 
Green  was  elected  uhairman  for  the  year.  It  was  resolved 
to  hold  meetings  once  a  fortnight,  to  be  alternately  literary 
and  social.  It  was  stated  the  Educational  Committee  were 
preparing  a  scheme  for  offering  prizes  for  the  best  herbarium 
and  powder-analysis. 


THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 

North  British  Branch. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  session  of  the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  at  the  Society's  rooms  in  Edinburgh,  Mr. 
J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  in  the  chair. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  formal  business,  the  As- 
sistant-Secretary read  a  paper,  prepared  by  Dr.  Gordon 
Sharp,  of  Leeds,  upon 

EGG  AND  SERUM  ALBUMEN  :  THE  ACTION  OF  PAPAIN  UPON 
THEM  IN  NEUTRAL,  ACID,  AND  ALKALINE  SOLUTIONS,  AND 
SOME  POINTS  REGARDING  THEIR  CONSTITUTION. 

Referring  to  his  paper  on  papain-digestion,  read  before 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Branch,  Dr.  Sharp  said  that  exception 
had  been  taken  to  his  experiments,  because  he  had  used 
egg-albumen,  and  not  meat  (serum)  albumen.  The  reason 
he  had  employed  the  former  was  because  it  might  be  said 
to  be  the  standard  proteid  in  all  digestion  experiments,  and 
also  because  it  was  easily  obtained  free  from  all  extraneous 
impurity.  Further,  as  it  was  difficult  of  digestion,  com- 
parisons could  be  made  with  it.  He  had  tried  the  action  of 
papain  in  the  presence  of  acids  and  alkalies  on  many  occa- 
sions, but  he  had  not  published  the  results,  because  they 
did  not  affect  his  general  conclusions,  which  went  to  show 
the  entire  absence  of  peptone.  In  his  recent  researches  he 
had  carried  on  two  sets  of  experiments,  the  one  with  egg 
albumen,  and  the  other  with  serum  albumen  carefully  prepared 
from  meat.  In  each  case  papain  was  tried  in  neutral 
solution,  in  0  0384-  per  cent,  hydrochloric-acid  solution,  and 
in  0  250  per  cent,  sodium-carbonate  solution,  and  in  all  cases 
one  part  of  albumen,  one-tenth  part  of  papain,  and  one 
hundred  parts  of  water  were  employed.  In  no  case 
was  peptone  present.  Dr.  Sharp  proceeded  to  draw  a 
comparison  between  egg  and  serum  albumens,  and  to  deal 
with  some  points  of  error  likely  to  occur  in  experimenting 
with  them.  Serum-albumen  tormed  a  much  softer  coagulum 
than  egg-albumen,  and  it  was  more  easily  acted  upon  by 
ferments  of  all  kinds.  He  had  made  probably  not  fewer 
than  a  hundred  digestion  experiments  with  pepsin,  but  had 
been  unable  to  produce  any  great  quantity  of  true  peptone. 
Great  care  was  necessary  with  animal  membrane,  which 
should  be  washed  thoroughly  in  cold  water  for  some  days, 
and  finally  in  distilled  water.  Having  obtained  a  membrane 
free  from  impurities  he  tested  its  rate  of  diffusibility  by 
observing  how  soon  a  solution  of  chloride  passed  through, 
silver  nitrate  being  the  test  employed.  After  some 
hours,  or  perhaps  one  hour,  albumose  may  or  may 
not  pass  through — this  depends  a  good  deal  on  the 
membrane — but  the  point  to  emphasise  was  that  peptone 
was  the  only  proteid  that  passed  through  animal  membrane 
with  the  same  degree  of  rapidity  as  a  soluble  salt.  In  using 
ammonium  sulphate  he  employed  a  pure  and  crystallised 
salt,  so  as  to  get  perfect  freedom  from  all  particles  of  dirt. 
Some  of  the  dry  salt  was  placed  in  a  tube,  and,  after  adding 


the  digested  fluid,  it  was  shaken  at  intervals  for  some  hours,. 
He  then  allowed  it  to  stand  over-night,  making  sure  that  he- 
had  a  great  excess  of  ammonium  sulphate.  In  this  way  he 
generally  managed  to  get  all  the  proteids  thrown  out.  If 
his  plan  were  adopted,  it  would  hardly  ever  occur  that  more 
proteid  would  be  thrown  out  when  more  salt  was  added.  It 
was  possible  that  one  might  have  a  proteid  nearer  to  peptone 
than  even  deutero-albumose — say,  trilo  or  a  tetarlo  albu- 
mose. The  whole  subject  relating  to  proteids  was  one  about 
which  little  was  known.  Their  knowledge  of  even  those 
best  known — viz.,  egg  and  serum  albumens — was  scanty. 
The  fact  was  that,  possibly,  neither  might  be  an  albumen, 
but  an  albuminate,  in  which  the  proteid  played  the  part' 
of  acid,  and  a  metal  the  base.  The  way  in  which  the  salts- 
of  heavy  metals  acted  towards  albumens  went  to  support 
that  idea.  Further,  the  behaviour  of  egg  and  serum  albumen' 
to  different  agents  indicated  that  they  were  both  albuminates. 
Egg-albumen  was  probably  chiefly  a  calcium  albuminate., 
and  he  believed  that  the  presence  of  calcium  in  white  of 
egg  largely  resisted  the  action  of  papain,  but  comparatively 
readily  yielded  to  pepsin  without  added  acid.  Serum- 
albumen,  on  the  other  hand,  was  probably  a  sodium* 
albuminate  ;  hence  the  clear  coagulum  which  it  formed,  and 
which  was  so  easily  dissolved  by  such  a  weak  ferment  as> 
papain.  In  conclusion  he  described  papain  as  a  ferment 
which  acted  upon  weak  proteids,  resolving  them  into  soluble 
proteids,  the  final  action  being  a  proteose.  The  peptone-, 
stage  was  never  reached.  Pepsin  and  pancreatine  acted) 
(the  latter  very  slowly,  however)  on  the  strongest  proteids, 
and  finally,  but  with  great  difficulty,  outside  the  body, 
transforming  the  sparingly  soluble  albumen  into  the  highly 
soluble  peptone.  One  could  hardly  expect  papain  to  be 
on  a  level  with  pepsin.  Papain  was  a  product 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  the  ferment  possibly  existed 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  plant  to  break  up  vegetable 
albumens  into  soluble  albumose,  which  had  to  pass  through- 
the  simple  vascular  system  of  the  plant.  Pepsin  was  a 
product  of  the  animal  kingdom,  and  had  for  its  final  action, 
the  formation  of  peptone,  which  by  osmosis  had  to  pass- 
through  the  animal  membrane  into  the  elaborate  circulation, 
upon  which  the  complex  nervous  system  of  the  animal' 
depended  for  nourishment. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  result  of  Dr.  Sharp's- 
experiments  was  astonishing,  and  would  no  doubt  be  likely 
to  lead  to  an  interesting  discussion. 

Mr.  Nesbit  observed  that  he  had  always  looked  upon; 
pepsin  with  some  suspicion,  and  he  was  not  surprised  to 
hear  the  result  of  Dr.  Sharp's  experiments ;  but  he  was- 
surprised  tha.t  pepsin  did  not  produce  peptones  when  it  was- 
digested  with  albumen.  He  did  not  know  bow  to  account  foir 
that,  because  the  white  of  egg  was  very  largely  used  as  one  of 
the  most  powerful  of  foods.  In  connection  with  papain  he 
mentioned  that  a  customer  of  his  had  been  taking  it  combined 
with  carbonate  of  soda.  When  the  bottl- was  returned  to- 
be  filled  the  smell  from  it  was  intensely  disagreeable. 

The  Chairman,  at  this  stage,  said  that  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott, 
who  was  unable  to  be  present,  had  sent  a  communication! 
upon  papain,  which  the  Assistant  Secretary  would  read.  Mr. 
Dott  stated  that  he  had  made  some  experiments  upon 
papain  and  pepsin  as  to  their  solvent  and  peptorising  action* 
on  egg-albumen,  and  from  these  it  was  evident  that  papain 
had  only  a  slight  solvent  action  on  albumen  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body,  and  practically  no  peptonising  action.  On. 
the  other  hand,  pepsin  had  a  high  power,  both  of  dissolving 
albumen  and  peptonising  the  solutions.  The  higher  tempera- 
ture of  130°  (as  in  the  B.P.  test  for  pepsin)  increased 
the  rapidity  both  of  the  solvent  and  peptonising  power  of 
pepsin,  and  likewise  increased  the  solvent  power  of  the 
papain. 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  said ,  it  was  important  to  note 
that  Mr.  Dott  confirmed  Dr.  Sharp's  re-ults.  Referring  to 
Mr.  Nesbit's  remarks,  he  pointed  out  that  digestion  did  not 
mean  peptonisation,  but  merely  solution  of  the  albumen, 
which  might  be  in  the  form  of  proteose,  and  not  in  the  form 
of  peptone. 

Mr.  Wm.  Duncan  next  read  a  paper  upon 

the  crystals  deposited  in  liquor  strychnine 
hydrochloratis. 

He  first  said,  in  reference  to  a  statement  in  Professor 
Attfield's  report  on  the  progress  of  pharmacy  for  1892,  that 
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he  had  never  suggested  at  any  time  that  an  acid  salt  was 
formed  in  this  liquor  which,  being  less  soluble,  was  de- 
posited.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had,  in  his  former  paper, 
gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  in  his  opinion  the  deposited 
crystals  were  simply  strychnije  hydrochloras,  a  salt  appa- 
rently less  soluble  in  weak  hydrochloric  acid  than  in  water. 
Three  weeks  after  that  paper  had  been  read,   Dr.  Paul 
followed  with  another  on  the  same  subject,  in  which  he 
confirmed  his  (Mr.  Duncan's)  results,  but,  in  addition,  made 
the  statement  that  the  deposit  no  doubt  was  an  acid  hydro- 
chlorate  of  strychnine.  As  Professor  Attfield  had  apparently 
confused    his     (Mr.    Duncan's)    work    with    Dr.  Paul's 
statement,   he  had  made    the   following  experiments : — 
A    quantity     of    strychnine    was    dissolved    in  water 
containing   three    times     the    amount    of  hydrochloric 
acid  necessary  to  form  the  neutral  salts,  and  allowed  to 
crystallise.    The  crystals  were  removed,  washed  until  free  of 
adhering  acid,  and  then  dried  for  three  days  in  a  calcium- 
chloride  desiccator.    He  could  observe  no  decomposition  of 
crystals  during  the  washing.    Trie  strychnine  salt  had  the 
following  percentage  composition  : — Alkaloid,  84025  ;  hydro- 
chloric acid,  9  182  ;  water,  6  792.    A  determination  of  the 
water  of  crystallisation  in  the  crystals  in  his  solution  was 
made  by  drying  a  portion  in  the  water-bath,  and  then  trans- 
ferring to  an  air-bath  at  110°  C.  until  it  ceased  to  lose 
weight ;  0  5356  gramme  contained  0  0363  (found  0  0338) 
and  0-642  gramme  contained  0-0436  (found  0-044),  corre- 
sponding to  6  606  per  cent.    The  hydrochloric  acid  was 
determined  by  titration  of  the  salt  with  a  weak  sodium- 
hydrate  solution,  phenol  phthallein  having  been  used  as  an 
indicator;  0  2794  gramme  contained  0  0256  (found  0  0249), 
and  0-5048 gramme  contained  0  0463  (found  0  0468),  corre- 
sponding to  9 143  per  cent.    A  similar  estimation  was 
made    with    silver    nitrate,   and    gave    similar    results ; 
•O-0816  gramme    contained    0  0167    (found    0  0171),  and 
•0-177    gramme    contained  0  0162   (tound   0017),  corre- 
sponding   to  9-509    per    cent.      A  check-determination 
was  also  made  on  the  anhydrous  salt :— 0  606  gramme 
contained   0  0597    (found   0  0597),    and   05018  gramme 
contained  0  0494  (found  0  0499),  corresponding  to  9  893 
per  cent. ;  while  the  anhydrous  salt  contained  9  848  per  cent. 
The  strychnine  was  estimated  by  precipitating  the  alkaloid 
with  ammonia,  and  the  washing  out  repeatedly  with  chloro- 
form :    0  4697  gramme  contained    0  394   (found    0  389), 
and   07  gramme   contained   0588  (found  0  583),  corre- 
sponding to  83  098  per  cent.    The  crystals  readily  dissolve 
in  water,  yielding  a  neutral  solution,  and  indicate  a  solu- 
bility of  1  in  35  31  at  15°  C.     'Ihe  results,  he  thought, 
■conclusively  proved  that,  although  many  acid  salts  of  this 
alkaloid  were  well  known  to  exist,  the  crystals  formed  in 
acid  solutions  of  strychnine  hydrochlorate  were  merely  the 
neutral  salt,  and  not  the  acid  salt,  as  had  been  assumed. 

The  Chairman  said  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  that  there 
chould  be  no  criticism  on  Mr.  Duncan's  valuable  contribution, 
and  that  the  question  should  be  left  for  settlement  to  Mr. 
Duncan  and  Mr.  Paul. 

A  discussion  on  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  1890, 
was  optned  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Macpherson,  who  read  a  paper  on 

HINTS  FROM  THE  U.S.  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

At  the  outset  he  said  it  might  be  well  if  the  American 
example  were  followed,  and  the  metric  system  of  weights 
and  measures  adopted  in  the  making  of  pharmacopceial 
preparations,  giving  medical  practitioners  the  option  of  using 
either  the  metric  or  the  apothecaries'  weights  and  measures 
in  prescribing.  To  render  the  transition  easy,  the  formulas 
could  be  stated  in  the  next  edition  of  the  pharmacopoeia 
according  to  both  systems.  Fifteen  degrees  Centigrade  had 
been  adopted  as  the  temperature  for  ascertaining  the  solu- 
bility of  substances  in  liquids,  Sea.,  and  elsewhere  it  was 
assumed  that  25°  C.  was  the  temperature  of  the  shop.  This 
furnished  a  strong  argument  for  the  adoption  of  a  higher 
temperature  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  to  adapt  it  to  the 
-different  parts  of  the  empire— say,  15°  C.  for  home  use, 
and  20°  to  25°  C.  for  warmer  regions.  A  noteworthy 
feature  of  the  book  under  review  was  the  insertion  after  a 
test  of  the  name  of  the  impurity  which  it  was  employed  to 
detect,  while  directions  were  given  as  to  the  storing  of  various 
chemicals  which  were  particularly  useful.  The  influence  of 
the  practical  pharmacist  was  observable  in  the  manipulative 
-details  of  the  processes  for  making  the  citrates  and  oint- 


ments. A  general  formula  was  given  for  making  decoctions 
followed  by  special  formula:  for  exceptional  drugs  and  this 
practice  might  be  followed.  Other  points  which  Mr.  Mac- 
pherson  considered  improvements  included  the  definition  of 
chrysarobin,  which  was  clear  and  might  be  copied  entire  ; 
the  direction  to  reduce  soft  extracts  to  a  pilular  consistence, 
as  being  more  definite  than  the  corresponding  phrase  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  ;  and  the  introduction  of  percolation 
as  an  alternative  method  for  making  some  syrups.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  committee  had 
found  it  inconvenient  to  give  general  forms  of  directions  for 
the  preparation  of  extracts  and  tinctures,  and  as  regarded 
the  latter  a  modified  form  of  percolation  would  be  preferable 
to  the  continuous  process  adopted.  The  alteration  in  the 
proportion  of  various  ingredients  of  compound  liquorice- 
powder  was  an  instance  of  how  not  to  do  it. 
Mr.  George  Lunax  followed  with  notes  on 

SOME  GALENICAL  PREPARATIONS  OF  THE 
U.S.  PHARMACOPEIA. 

He  had  selected  four  preparations  which  he  thought 
might  with  advantage  be  added  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia : — (1)  Acidum  hypophosphorosum  dilutum,  containing 
10  per  cent.  HPh.,0.,,  specific  gravity  1046,  was  introduced 
without  directions  for  manufacture.  He  thought  the 
B.P.C.  formula  should  be  included  in  the  new  Phar- 
macopoeia containing  30  per  cent.  acid.  (2)  Caffeinaj 
citras  effervescens. — The  formula  was  practically  two- 
thirds  undecomposed  tartrate  of  sodium,  one-third  sugar, 
and  1  gr.  citrated  caffeine  in  each  50  gr.  of  the 
product.  The  ingredients  were  moistened  with  alcohol,  and 
passed  through  a  granulating-sieve  and  hen  dried.  He 
hoped  this  formula  would  not  be  copied  if  an  effervescent 
caffeine  were  introduced  into  the  new  Pharmacopoeia. 
(3)  Glyceritum  boroglycerin. — Briefly  the  formula  was  to 
take  four  times  the  molecular  weight  of  glycerine,  and  after 
raising  it  to  a  temperature  of  150°  Centigrade,  to  add  five 
times  the  molecular  weight  of  boiic  acid,  and  continue  heat 
until  the  weight  of  the  product  was  equal  in  grammes  to  five 
times  the  weight  of  the  molecule  of  glyceryl  borate, 
atd  adding  an  equal  quantity  of  glycerine  to  this  product. 
The  result  was  perfectly  satisfactory.  (4)  Lithia;  citras 
effervescens. — This  was  simply  a  lithiated  saline  containing 
rather  less  than  two-thirds  of  undecomposed  citrate  of 
sodium,  rather  less  than  one-third  sugar,  with  4J  grains 
of  carbonate  cf  lithium  in  each  drachm.  This  prepaiation, 
no  doubt  satisfactory  for  American  requirements,  was  not 
suitable  as  a  successor  for  what  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  dispense  in  this  country.  As  in  the  case  of  the  caffein 
citrate,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  sugar  in  the  prepara- 
tion. The  substitution  of  carbonate  for  i he  immediate  pro- 
duction of  citrate  he  considered  a  decickd  improvement 
economically  and  therapeutically. 

Mr.  George  Coull,  B.Sc,  then  read  a  contribution 
entitled 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  BRITISH  PHARMACOPCEIAL 
ASSAY  COMPARED,  AND  OTHER  NOTES. 

He  regarded  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  praiseworthy 
compilation  and  a  model  Pharmacopoeia,  though  it  was  by 
no  means  perfect.  He  then  proceeded  to  describe  at  length 
the  processes  in  the  two  Pharmacopoeias  for  assaying  opium, 
cinchona-bark,  and  nux  vomica,  and  gave  as  his  conclusions 
that  if  the  loss  of  morphine  in  the  B.P.  process  for  estimating 
opium  be  allowed  for,  and  the  resulting  morphine  titrated,  it 
was  still  the  most  convenient  process  for  ordinary  use.  The 
cinchona-assay  was  much  improved,  and  the  process  in  this 
country  for  the  liquid  extract  would  be  better  if  the  crude 
alkaloids  from  the  benzolated  amylic  alcohol  were  dissolved 
in  acidulated  water,  filtered,  made  alkaline,  and  again 
extracted  with  benzolated  amylic  ale  hoi  or  chloroform. 
The  nux-vomica  assay  was  a  material  advance  on  the  B.P. 
method,  on  account  of  the  titration  of  the  crude  alkaloids. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman  it  was  decided  to 
leave  over  the  discussion  on  the  three  last  papers  till  the 
next  meeting.  Mr.  Hill  read  a  short  note  from  a  member, 
in  which  the  wiiter  stated  that  as  regarded  opium-assay  it 
was  pretty  certain  that  the  present  B.P.  method  would  be 
superseded,  either  by  the  method  of  Teschemacher  and 
Smith  or  by  some  modification  thereof,  such  as  he  had  de- 
I  scribed  in  1893.    He  intended  to  describe  another  method, 
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in  some  respects  preferable  and  more  expeditious,  founded 
on  precipitation  by  barium  chloride. 

A  vote  of  thanks  having-  been  awarded  to  the  contributors 
of  papers,  the  proceedings  terminated. 


THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  CLEANING. 


PROFESSOR  VIVIAN  LEWES  always  commands  a  good 
audience,  for  his  style  is  vigorous,  his  matter  interest- 
ing, and  his  illustrations,  though  often  homely,  are  forcible 
and  racily  told.  His  lecture  on  Monday  last,  at  the  London 
Institution,  on  the  above  was  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

Treating  first  of  dust,  he  showed  how  even  in  an  ordinary 
room  a  differentiation  of  particles  occurred,  the  lighter  and, 
as  analysis  proves,  the  more  organic  forms  settling  most 
readily  on  stuffs  and  fabrics,  whilst  such  flat  situations  as 
the  mantlepiece  and  the  piano  are  covered  with  heavier 
particles  of  inorganic  material.  Amongst  organic  dust  might 
be  detected  pollen-grains  of  grasses,  minute  seeds,  "  germs 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  in  the  last  ten  years,  and 
scales  exfoliated  from  our  own  bodies,  for,  after  all,  we 
are  not  so  widely  removed  from  the  reptiles :  the  snakes 
shed  their  skins  in  a  slough  once  a  year  ;  we  have  not  time  for 
that,  so  we  do  it  by  degrees "  1  Inorganic  dust  consists 
chiefly  of  minute  portions  of  the  roadway,  ground  down  by 
the  attrition  of  the  constant  traffic,  with  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  salt  borne  by  the  breeze  from  the  wind-lashed 
waves  of  the  sea,  perhaps  many  scores  of  miles  away. 

"  Germs  are  Nature's  homoeopathic  remedies  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  of  dirt.  Wherever  Nature  finds  some- 
thing that  she  thinks  is  not  wanted,  whether  it  be  a  leg  of 
mutton  that  has  been  kept  more  than  a  fortnight,  or  a  pot  of 
paste  that  has  been  put  on  the  shelf  and  forgotten,  she 
straightway  sets  about  clearing  it  up  in  her  own  fashion  by 
help  of  these  germs." 

The  part  the  germs  play  is  that  of  resolving  all  organic 
matter  into  its  original  form  of  carbon  dioxide  and  water. 
That  there  is  no  lack  of  germs  becomes  apparent  when  we 
remember  that  an  ordinarily  healthy  human  being  breathes 
into  his  lungs  six  million  germs  a  day  in  London  or  Man- 
chester ;  and  "  it's  very  hard  if  in  such  a  number  each  of  us 
cannot  find  one  or  two  to  suit  our  particular  constitution." 

Leaving  the  dwelling-house,  Mr.  Lewes  alluded  to  the 
human  tenement,  and  by  means  of  a  diagram  exhibited  the 
arrangements  of  the  sweat-glands  and  the  provision  made 
by  nature  for  removing  the  effete  matter  by  means  of  the 
breathing  mechanism  of  the  skin.  From  the  23  fluid  ozs. 
of  invisible  perspiration  exhaled  by  the  skin  in  twenty-four 
hours  about  1  oz.  of  solid  material  is  left  behind,  and  the 
oily  character  of  the  skin-glands  renders  its  removal  difficult. 
This  it  is  which  soils  the  inner  sides  of  our  cuffs  and  collars. 
To  properly  remove  it  an  alkali  is  necessary,  the  term  being 
defined  as  applicable  to  "  the  solution  of  the  oxide  of  a  metal  in 
water,"  and  the  practical  illustration  of  adding  a  piece  of 
metallic  potassium  to  water  which  had  been  tinged  red  with 
acidulated  litmus  being  shown. 

The  transition  from  alkali  to  soap  is  obvious,  and,  by  the 
way,  we  were  told  that  ashes  were  used  for  cleansing  pur- 
poses as  recently  as  1884,  when  a  labourer  at  some  excavations 
in  Rome  took  home  what  archaeologists  discovered  sub- 
sequently to  have  been  the  cremated  remains  of  the  Emperor 
Galba.  A  soap-factory  was  found  in  Pompeii,  "though 
strangely  enough  it  contained  no  advertisements  "  ! 

With  a  few  remarks  on  Chevreul's  researches,  and  a  brief 
outline  of  the  manufacture  of  soap,  the  lecturer  concluded 
this  part  of  his  subject  by  urging  his  audience  to  shun  cheap 
soaps,  "  they  act  on  the  skin  like  a  mild  mustard-plaster." 
A  good  bar-soap  was  the  safest  thing.  Much  of  the  soap 
sold  contained  an  excess  of  alkali,  damaging  to  the  skin,  or 
an  excess  of  water,  profitable  only  to  the  maker.  Dr.  Alder 
Wright,  indeed,  had  said  in  one  of  his  lectures  that  the  art 
of  the  soap-maker  seemed  to  be  to  make  water  sufficiently 
stiff  to  cut  into  tablets. 

The  influence  of  hard  and  of  a  soft  water  was  strikingly 
seen  in  the  case  of  Glasgow,  where  a  change  from  a  hard 
water  to  that  of  Loch  Katrine  made  a  difference  of  some 
thousands  of  pounds  per  annum  in  the  value  of  soap  con- 
sumed. And  amidst  the  laughter  and  applause  that  greeted 
his  last  sally,  "Ami,  mind  you,  Glasgow  is  not  a  place  where 
they  waste  soap,"  Professor  Lewes  retired. 


PEPYS'  DIARY  UP  TO  DATE. 


Old  Samuel  seems  to  have  been  at  the  last  evening  meeting- 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  though  nobody  noticed  his 
presence.   At  any  rate  he  has  forwarded  the  enclosed  to  us : — - 

February  14. — To  Bloomsburye,  where  I  found  a  goodly 
company  assembled,  and  the  master  dressed  ever  so  fine  as 
though  for  some  revel. 

There  did  I  hear  first  the  reading  of  a  great  speech  by  one 
of  the  oracles  on  a  great  project  with  which  he  seemed  con- 
tent, as  must  have  been  all  who  heard  the  same. 

Whether  we  shall  live  to  see  this  consummation  I  know 
not ;  the  union  of  all  hearts  in  these  our  realms,  as  well 
abroad  in  Ireland  and  beyond  the  seas  further,  were  it  only 
on  the  score  of  physic  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  but  methinks 
the  task  is  hard,  for  doctors  have  been  known  to  differ. 

The  grave  professor  hath  put  much  fire  and  stir  into  his 
speech,  which  being  well  received  seemed  to  suit  the  time 
and  circumstance.  One  word  he  hath  indeed  rolled  well  on, 
his  tongue  as  a  bait  grateful  to  the  mouth,  "  experiment — 
experiment — experiment,"  but  with  such  a  style  ! 

This  being  ended  there  arose  such  a  clatter  as  never  was 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  stamping  and  clapping  gets  up- 
the  master,  who  holds  his  noisy  pack  in  hand  with  a  fine 
scourge. 

Said  he,  "  I  rule  that  there  shall  be  no  discussion  of 
details,"  whereat  some  few  of  the  more  eager  made  bold  to 
gibe.  One,  indeed,  with  some  distress,  as  a  swimmer  with- 
out his  corks,  did  well-nigh  drown  himself  in  a  sea  of  inde- 
clinable nouns,  and  clung  with  firm  grasp  to  the  "  broad  and 
abstract  view." 

Some  others  having  said  as  much  as  they  dared,  to  them 
all  did  rise  once  more  the  grave  and  learned  one  and  slapped 
right  heartily  on  the  back  one  standing  near  by,  whereat  the 
stamping  did  again  break  out. 

This  being  happily  ended,  another  speech. 

The  rider,  for  indeed  he  hath  galloped  his  speech  most  to 
death,  fresh  from  the  "far  East  "as  I  have  heard  in  the 
"  Lane,"  yet  not  coloured  nor  pig-tailed  as  might  be  thought, 
but  spry  and  perky  as  a  jay  or  a  pheasant  before  October. 

For  fear,  maybe,  that  in  moving  slowly  he  might  not  be 
able  to  elude  sorrow,  did  our  friend  speed  on,  forgetting  that 
those  who  go  quickly  often  come  on  misfortune,  as,  indeed, 
appears  to  be  at  all  times  true. 

And  as  he  did  read  one  was  heard  to  say  with  bated, 
breath,  "  Whence  came  this  ?  Have  we  not  heard  with  our 
own  ears  and  seen  with  our  own  eyes  much  of  this  in  times 
past  1  "  for  so  it  did  seem.  And  when  he  had  run  out  of 
words— as,  indeed,  was  like  soon  to  be — so  fast  did  they 
speed  forth,  there  arose  a  sound  as  of  a  murmur  on  the  shore.. 
Whereat  the  one  that  ruled  the  members  there  assembled , 
invited  all  who  should  feel  brave  to  attack  this  doughty 
traveller,  warning  all  such  that  he  was  well  able  to  take  care 
of  himself  [as  well  he  might  be,  several  years  having  passed 
since  last  he  piped  in  that  same  hall,  so  do  the  memories  of 
youth  follow  us  to  age]. 

Then  did  arise  one  from  the  north  with  request  that  he- 
might  have  time  to  swallow  the  words. 

But  the  master  said  "  Not  so,"  and  one  did  say  there  was 
much  matter  of  history,  but  having  forgot  to  carry  with 
him  his  glasses  and  his  books  of  memory  he  was  unable  to- 
pound  him  that  did  read  as  well  as  he  could  have  wished. 

Then  came  one  other,  who,  having  "  damned  with  faint 
praise,"  and  so  pleased  all  his  friends,  proceeded  to  tear  in 
bits  that  which  he  had  with  the  same  breath  praised. 

Then  did  we  learn  our  own  purity  and  the  wiles  of  the 
"  heathen  Chinee,"  and  so,  being  finished,  drank  coffee  and 
soon  home  and  to  bed,  well  pleased  with  all  I  had  seen  and 
heard. 
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Companies'  Wlcctings  nno  Jlcports. 


The  SanitasCompany. — The  seventeenth  annual  meeting 
<of  the  Sanitas  Company  was  held  at  the  works,  Letch- 
ford  Buildings,  Three  Colt  Lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  on 
Tuesday  last.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance. 
Mr.  F.  H.  L.  Moll,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  pre- 
sided, and,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
•accounts,  observed  that  they  had  had  an  increase  in  their 
sales  to  the  extent  of  a  little  more  than  15  per  cent,  over 
those  of  1892,  which  year,  again,  was  28  per  cent,  better 
than  the  year  1891.  Of  course  their  earnings  had  conse- 
quently increased,  and  the  directors  proposed  to  declare  a 
dividend  and  bonus  which  would  make  the  total  distribu- 
tion for  the  year  equal  to  15  per  cent.  The  directors  also 
proposed  an  addition  to  the  reserve  fund  which  would  bring 
that  account  up  to  the  substantial  figure  of  10,000/.  They 
could  not  foretell  the  future,  but  he  might  say  that  during 
January  and  February  they  had  done  very  well  indeed  as 
■compared  with  the  year  1893.  They  had  to  thank  the 
■authorities — especially  those  at  the  ports — for  the  preven- 
tion of  an  invasion  of  cholera.  No  doubt  they  had  been 
■aided  by  the  liberal  use  of  disinfectants,  and  amongst  these 
sanitas  was  the  foremost.  That  was  shown  by  the  fact  that 
throughout  the  year,  from  morning  to  night,  and  from  night 
■to  morning,  the  company's  works  had  been  kept  going 
without  interruption,  and  they  had  had  at  times  the  very 
greatesc  difficulty  in  coping  with  the  demaud.  Therefore, 
«on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Kingzett,  the  managing 
■director  and  chemist,  the  Board  were  considering  the 
'desirability  of  establishing  another  factory.  He  moved  the 
•adoption  of  the  report. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Kingzett,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
the  managing  director,  who  called  attention  to  and  explainel 
he  new  articles  which  had  been  introduced  by  the  company 
during  the  past  year.  They  could  not  get  everybody  to  use 
sanitas,  nor  could  they  force  it  upon  every  medical  officer  of 
health,  but  he  and  his  colleagues  had  devised  processes 
which  combined  with  sulphur  a  large  proportion  of  sanitas 
oil,  and  these  were  now  in  great  favour  among  medical 
officers  of  health  and  sanitary  authorities.  Referring  to 
■competitors,  Mr.  Kingzett  spoke  strongly  regarding  the  un- 
scrupulous methods  adopted  by  some  of  these,  and  said  that 
■the  Board  had  under  consideration  what  steps  it  might  be 
•desirable  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Several  shareholders  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the 
character  of  the  report,  and  highly  complimented  the 
•directors  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
ducted. 

The  report  having  been  adopted,  Mr.  Moll  was  re-elected 
a  director ;  and  the  auditor,  Mr.  W.  Williams,  F.C.A.,  was 
also  reappointed,  at  an  increased  remuneration. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Chairman  and 
directors,  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bosanquet,  it  was 
agreed  that  at  a  future  meeting  the  question  of  the  remunera- 
tion of  the  directors  should  be  considered  in  the  most  liberal 
spirit. 


The  directors  of  Thomas  Elliott  (Limited),  ginger-beer 
"manufacturers,  Cardiff,  have  decided  to  recommend  the  pay- 
ment of  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  past  year.  This 
compares  with  12£  per  cent,  for  1892,  and  18  per  cent,  for 
.1891. 


The  Briton  Ferry  Chemical  and  Manure  Company 
•(Limited)  have  made  a  profit  during  the  past  year  of 
7,671/.  2s.  5d..  which,  with  a  balance  from  the  previous  year 
of  1,052/.  6s.  lid.,  amounts  to  8,723/.  9s.  Hd.  Last  August, 
1.562/.  10s.  was  paid  in  an  interim  dividend  of  Is.  per  share, 
■  and  a  like  sum  of  1,562/.  10s.  credited  to  the  Cape  Copper 
Company.  A  balance  of  4,460/.  13s.  remains  undivided.  The 
directors  recommend  that  out  of  this  a  dividend  of  Is.  per 
share  be  declared,  payable  on  March  16  next. 


John  Oakey  &  Sons  (Limited).— The  directors  of  this 
■company  have  issued  their  annual  report.  Notwithstanding 
the  general  depression,  business  sales  in  1893  were  equal  to 
>ihose  of  1892.     The  amount  credited  to  profit-and-loss 


is  24,807/.  0s.  5d.,  out  of  which  have  been  paid  the  whole 
of  the  formation  expenses  incurred  after  the  allot- 
ment of  the  shares,  2,004/.  14s.  8(2. ;  the  proportion  of  the 
profits  made  prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  company, 
7,826/.  16s. ;  eight  months'  dividend  'on  the  preference 
shares  to  December  31,  1893,  3,375/.  ;  two  months'  interim 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  2,083/.  6s.  8^.  ;  directors* 
remuneration,  333/.  6s.  8d.  ;  income-tax,  597/.  0s.  Id. — to- 
gether 16.220/.  4s.  Id.,  leaving  a  balance  of  8.586/.  16s.  M. 
The  Board  recommend  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares 
for  the  six  months  to  December  31  of  10  per  cent,  (making 
with  the  interim  dividend  paid  September  1,  1893,  10  per 
cent,  for  the  eight  months  ending  December  31,  1893), 
6,250/.  ;  to  pass  to  reserve  fund,  2,000/. ;  and  to  carry 
forward  336/.  16s.  Qd.  The  amount  shown  in  the  balance- 
sheet  as  standing  to  the  credit  of  capital  reserve  fund  of 
3,734/.  16s.  10d.,  being  the  proportion  of  the  profits  from 
January  1  to  April  28,  less  the  interest  on  the  purchase- 
money,  will  be  invested. 

Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). — In  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  this 
company  on  February  16,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  Brooke,  the  chairman, 
had  no  very  encouraging  news  to  give  to  the  shareholders.  The 
factory  had  turned  out  more  goods  in  1893  than  in  1892. 
but  there  had  been  a  general  shrinkage  in  value.  The  coal 
strike  had  been  a  serious  obstacle  to  their  development,  and 
so  had  the  collapse  of  the  American  business.  The  gross 
profit  for  the  year  was  220/.  16s.  5d.,  but  after  writing  off 
1,323/.  lis.  4rf.  from  Plant  and  Furniture  there  was  a  loss  of 
1,102/.  14s.  lid.  The  adoption  of  the  report  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Hickson,  one  of  the  directors,  who  also  acts  as  agent  in 
Yorkshire  for  the  company's  dyes,  and  who  commented  upon 
what  he  described  as  the  want  of  sufficient  scientific  principle 
in  the  conduct  of  the  business.  When  aniline  dye  making 
was  first  started  in  this  country,  said  Mr.  Hickson,  the  profits 
were  so  large  that  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  scientific  de- 
velopment of  the  industry,  and  Germany  had  therefore  got 
ahead  of  us  in  this  matter.  Mr.  Hickson's  views  found  but 
little  support  in  the  meeting,  and  after  some  further  discussion 
the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Salt  Union. — On  February  27  the  Hon.  Lionel 
Ashley  presided  at  the  fifth  ordinary  general  meeting  of  this 
company,  held  at  Winchester  House,  and  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31  last. 
The  results  of  the  year's  working,  he  said,  were  disappoint- 
ing. The  sales  for  the  year  were  1,240,000  tons,  the  amount 
being  considerably  curtailed  by  last  year's  coal  lock-out; 
while  the  general  trade  depression,  especially  in  shipping-, 
had  also  told  against  them.  At  the  same  time,  coal,  which 
was  the  heaviest  item  of  their  expenditure,  had  cost  them 
60,000/.  more.  The  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  profit 
and  loss  account  for  the  sale  of  brine  and  salt  was  256,293/., 
which,  with  78,417/.  profit  earned  from  carriage,  &c,  made 
334,710/.  gross,  and  a  net  sum  of  179,677/.  After  payment 
of  debenture-stock  interest  and  the  interim  dividend,  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares,  they  had 
99,677/.  to  divide,  out  of  which  they  proposed  to  pay  another 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares 
and  3  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary,  carrying  forward  4,677/. 
The  report  was  adopted. 


The  Grove  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5.000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colourmen,  manufacturers  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  kc,  prepara- 
tions, perfumes,  drugs,  varnishes,  proprietary  articles,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  (who  take  one  share  each)  are  :  — C  E. 
Wilkinson,  Howard  Street  Mill,  Stockport,  cotton  spinner  ; 
S.  W.  Wilkinson,  Whaley  Bridge,  Derby,  analytical 
chemist ;  B.  W.  S.  Bolland,  India  Buildings,  Manchester, 
merchant ;  T.  F.  Atkinson,  Woodbine  Crescent,  Stockport, 
secretary ;  G.  Dodgson,  19  Carrington  Road,  Stockport, 
cashier;  J.  Jouatt,  7  Norfolk  Street,  Manchester,  accountant; 
E.  Crewdson,  Rusholme,  Manchester,  accountant.  The  first 
directors  are : — E.  Crewdson,  C.  E.  Wilkinson,  and  S.  W. 
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Wilkinson  ;  qualification,  1001.  Registered  office,  17  Coleman 
Street,  London,  B.C. 

The  British  Compressed  Food  Syndicate  (Limited). 
—Capital  10,000/ ,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  certain 
secret  processes  relating  to  compressed  foods  and  oleo 
ground  fats,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
of  compressed  foods  and  soups  of  every  description,  fat 
•refiners,  millers  and  grinders,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  and 
•directors  are  :— J.  Mars,  16  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.,  agent ; 
C.  Heydemann,  91  London  Wall,  B.C.,  agent ;  R.  S.  King, 
14  Romola  Road,  Tulse  Hill,  gentleman  ;  E.  Butterworth, 
Hounslow,  gentleman ;  J.  A.  Abbott,  Lower  Clapton,  gen- 
tleman;  A.  Frost,  11  Camp^ale  Road,  N.,  builder;  T.  J. 
Woolls,  47  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.,  timber  merchant. 
Remuneration  of  directors  to  be  determined  in  general 
•meeting. 

Porceleine  Company  (Limited). — Capital  6,000/.,  in 
•5/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture  porceleine,  white  lead, 
white  zinc,  paints,  colours,  varnishes,  chemicals,  brushes, 
•drums,  kegs,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (who  take  one  share 
•each)  are: — J.  B.  Faithfull,  106  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G., 
merchant ;  T.  R.  T.  Maurice,  Lanfranc  Street,  Lambeth, 
paint  manufacturer;  F.  E.  Stark,  114  Commercial  Road, 
Peckham,  clerk ;  W.  H.  Armstrong,  158  Clapham  Road,  S.W., 
solicitor ;  G.  Payne,  Tulse  Hill,  gentleman ;  T.  Dunkley, 
■88  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  S.W.,  gentleman;  W.  Salter, 
,20  Welbe  Street,  Lambeth,  builder.  Registered  without 
.articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  1  Lanfranc  Street, 
Lambeth. 

•  Allen's  Hygiene  Fluid  Company  (Limited).—  Capital 
.1,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Object :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  a  disinfectant  and  hygiene  fluid  manufacturer, 
now  carried  on  by  W.  Allen,  at  50  Portway,  West  Ham, 
Essex,  and  to  carry  on  business  also  as  manufacturing 
analytical  scientific  and  general  chemists,  &c.  The  first 
subscribers  (who  take  one  share  each)  are : — W.  Allen,  50 
Portway,  West  Ham,  disinfectant  manufacturer ;  W.  G. 
Hornsey,  West  Ham,  builder ;  J.  E.  Ball,  11  Portway,  West 
•Ham,  printer ;  J.  Mansfield,  18  Redriffe  Road,  Plaistow, 
•builder ;  J.  R.  Pearson,  Chanelsea  Street,  Stratford,  E., 
decorator;  G.  Smith,  93  Vicarage  Lane,  Stratford,  butcher; 
W.  Smith,  Hartland  Road,  West  Ham,  butcher.  The  first 
•directors  are  W.  Allen,  W.  G  Hornsey,  and  G.  Smith ;  re- 
muneration 501.,  divisible  ;  qualification  5/.  Registered  office, 
■50  Portway,  West  Ham,  Essex. 

Metropolitan  Chemical  Syndicate  (Limited). — 
Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  purchase  certain 
works  at  42  Hancock  Road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  and  to  cany 
on  the  business  of  manufacturing  chemists.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (who  take  one  share  each)  are  : — C.  Hof ,  52  Leaden- 
hall  Street,  EC,  merchant  ;  A.  L.  Stobbs,  12  Billiter 
Buildings,  E.C.,  merchant ;  J.  Kayser,  4  New  London  Street, 
33. C,  merchant ;  H.  Lambert,  33  Seething  Lane,  E.C.,  agent ; 
E.  Rammer,  33  Seething,  E  C,  agent  ;  W.  H.  Martin, 
183  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W.,  consulting  chemist;  W. 
Pethybridge,  29  Methley  Street,  S.E.,  chemist.  Names  of 
■directors  not  specified.  Registered  office,  42  Hancock  Road, 
Bromley-by-Bow. 

McCalltjm  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  entire  interest  of  Thos. 
McCallum  and  D.  G.  Carlin  in  the  Irish  Grocer,  Druggist, 
■and  Provision  Trades  Journal,  and  to  carry  on  the  printing, 
publishing,  and  sale  of  the  same.  The  first  five  subscribers 
are  to  be  the  directors  until  the  general  meeting.  Each 
managing-director  and  other  employe  is  to  rece.ve  such 
salary  or  remuneration  as  is  fixed  by  the  board  of  directors. 
Registered  office,  114  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast. 


Be  F.  White  (Limited),  9  Fann  Street,  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C. 

The  company  was  formed  in  March,  1891,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  from  Mr.  F.  J.  White  a  chemical  com- 
pound called  "  Zokko,"  for  cleaning  and  renovating  carpets, 
and  all  his  future  discoveries  and  inventions.  The  purchase 
price  for  the  inventions  was  agreed  at  1,497/.,  payable  in 


shares.  The  original  directors  were  Colonel  F.  R.  Howell 
and  Mr.  F.  J.  White,  the  latter  being  also  Managing  Director 
and  Secretary  at  a  salary  of  500/  per  annum.  The  nominal 
capital  of  the  company  was  3,000/.,  divided  into  1/.  shares, 
of  which  1,497  were  issued  to  the  vendor,  1,497  were  taken 
by  Colonel  Howell,  the  remaining  6  being  taken  by  the  other 
signatories  to  the  memorandum  of  association.  Colonel 
Howell  advanced  a  further  sum  of  1,503/.,  in  consideration 
of  which  a  debenture  covering  the  whole  of  the  company's 
assets  was  to  be  given  him.  No  document  was  ever  executed, 
however,  and  the  claim  is  apparently  unsecured.  The  com- 
pany's trading  up  to  October  31,  1892,  was  carried  on  at  a 
considerable  loss,  the  gross  sales  of  Zokko  amounting  to 
1,997/.,  and  the  trading  expenses  to  3,161/.,  in  addition  to 
which  the  sum  of  3,533/.  appears  as  spent  on  advertising. 
The  company's  cash  resources  being  nearly  exhausted,  a 
contract  was  entered  into  for  the  disposal  of  the  undertaking 
to  a  new  company  called  "  White  (Limited)."  No  capital 
appears  to  have  been  subscribed,  and  the  contract  was  never 
carried  out.  After  the  failure  to  float  "  White  (Limited)  " 
the  company  carried  on  its  business  with  the  aid  of  money 
obtained  from  a  Mr.  H.  E.  Collins,  who  had  already  advanced 
2,650/.  Further  sums,  amounting  in  all  to  1,425/.,  were 
borrowed  from  him,  which,  together  with  some  small  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  Zokko,  was  entirely  expended  by  the  end  of 
March,  1893,  chiefly  upon  salaries  and  advertising.  The 
receipts  from  the  sale  of  Zokko  from  November  1,  1892,  to 
March  31,  1893,  when  the  company's  trading  appears  to  have 
ceased,  amounted  to  113/.,  and  the  expenses  during  the  same 
period,  including  advertising,  to  1,459/.  The  stock-in-trade, 
fixtures,  machinery, &c,  valued  in  the  assets  at  2,335/.,  had  been 
sold  by  the  Official  Receiver  for  45/.,  that  being  the  best  price 
obtainable  for  them.  The  Official  Receiver  is  in  possession 
of  what  is  stated  to  be  the  secret  recipe  for  the  preparation 
of  Zokko,  but  its  realisable  value  is  doubtful.  A  winding-up 
order  was  made  against  the  company  last  August  upon  the 
petition  of  a  creditor,  and  accounts  have  been  filed  showing 
total  liabilities  6,025/.  14s.  Qd.,  of  which  4,525/.  14s.  Qd.  are 
expected  to  rank  for  dividend.  The  assets,  valued  at 
2,369/.  Is.  Id.,  are  subject  to  a  deduction  of  1,500/.  upon  the 
before-mentioned  debentures,  thus  showing  a  deficiency  of 
3,656/.  13s.  Id.  as  regards  creditors,  whilst  the  account  with 
the  contributories  shows  a  total  deficiency  of  6,656/.  13s.  Id. 


Re  Charles' Henry  Atkinson,  Batlcy  and  Heckmondwike, 
Chemist. 

The  statement  of  affairs  in  this  failure  shows  unsecured 
creditors  for  2,170/.  15s.  4(Z. — stock-in-trade  (cost  1,170/.)  is 
estimated  by  the  debtor  at  1.070/. ;  trade  fixtures,  &c,  230/.; 
furniture,  43/.;  deficiency,  827/.  15s.  4rf.  The  Official 
Receiver  says  that  the  receiving-order  has  been  made  on 
debtor's  own  petition.  He  commenced  business  at  Heck- 
mondwike in  July,  1881,  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  whose 
business  (established  forty-five  years  before)  he  took  over. 
The  business  was  then  considered  to  be  worth  about  450/., 
and  the  debtor  agreed  to  continue  it  and  to  pay  21.  10s.  per 
week  to  his  mother  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
February,  1887.  The  father's  estate  was  soon  afterwards 
closed,  and  the  debtor  received  as  his  portion  the  above 
business  and  300/.  in  cash.  The  debtor  purchased  also  an 
old-established  business  at  Birstall  in  1884  for  150/ ,  but 
gave  this  up  in  1891,  and  removed  the  stock  to  his  other- 
premises.  In  March,  1887.  he  bought  the  Batley  business 
from  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Parrington,  for 
505/.  The  debtor  states  he  did  not  become  aware  of  his 
insolvent  condition  until  December  last,  and  he  attributes 
such  condition  to  loss  on  trading  at  Birstall,  by  forced 
removal  from  there,  ill-health  of  self,  wife,  and  family,  cost 
of  three  removals,  and  loss  on  trading  in  the  Batley  business 
while  he  could  not  manage  it  personally. 


Re  George  Dobson,  Cardiff,  Chemical  Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  appeared  for  his  adjourned  public  examination 
at  the  Cardiff  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Orr, 
deputy  Official  Receiver,  stated  that  the  account  which  the 
debtor  at  the  last  examination  was  ordered  to  file  was  only 
handed  in  on  Friday  last,  and  as  there  were  several  items 
about  which  a  lot  of  information  would  be  required,  he  asked 
for  a  further  adjournment.    The  application  was  granted. 
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KINGZETT'S    I*  AT  EN  T 

SULPHUR 

FUMIGATING  CANDLES 

ARE  FAR  AHEAD  OF  ALL  OTHERS. 

TRADB  TERMS 

6d.  Candles, 
3/10  per  doz.  net. 
1j.  Oandles  (water 

jacketed), 
6/10  per  doz.  net. 
They  are  lighted 
with  the  greateet 
ease,  and  burn 
Bteadlly  and  tho- 
roughly, ensuring 
more  secure  Disin- 
fection than  any 
others. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIM„  BETHNAL  GREEN,  E. 


A.   FOOD,   an  Embrocation,   an  Antiseptic 


Southwark. 


PURE-BREWED 

LONOON  SE  ^VINEGAR. 

ii  w  i Guarantee  as  In  Purity  attached  to  All  Casks, 
Estil.  over  250  years.  Bottles,  and  Invoice*. 

The  Lancet. 

"JIJ*L ETCHER'S  CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS 
are  valuable  and  most  serviceable  preparations.  We 
have  tested  them  all.     Their  purity  and  strength  arb 

UNQUESTIONABLE." 


{FARR1NGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C.) 
THE   BEST  THAT  CAN  BE  PRODUCED. 


PURE 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


STARCH  POWDER 


PUEE 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 


PURE 

FULLER'S  EARTH 


18/ 

26/ 
16/} 
14/ j 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  >fi  ] 
7, 14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lonii 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  ifi  1 
7, 14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond.1 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  5<  ] 
7,  14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond  J 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  >f<  ] 
7,  14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 


*  CARRIAGE    PAZD  * 

To  Railway  Stations  within  the  radius  of  200  miles  from 
London  (and  allowance  made  for  distance  beyond)  on  i 
112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles. 


DAY'S  BLACK  DRINK 

Is  the  most  popular  and  certain  Veterinary  Remedy  in  the 
World.  Don't  confound  it  with  Elixirs,  Draughts,  Ac,  which 
for  obvious  purposes  are  called  "  Black."  The  title  is  a 
registered  one,  but  many  "  black "  things  are  offered  in  its 
name  ;  the  only  genuine  is  prepared  by 

DAYS  OF  CREWE,  Animal  Medicine  Specialists 

CULLWiCK'S  SKIN  OINTMENT 
CULLWICK'S  BLOOD  TABLITS 

CAN  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  ALL  PATENT 
MEDICINE  HOUSES. 

1  Gross  smallest  quantity  supplied  direct,  carriage 
paid  and  package  free. 

PROPRIETOR  — 

MARTIN,  CHEMIST,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

P.S.— Chemists  who  stock  can  have  their  Names  added  to  Local  Advertise- 
ments where  agents  ate  not  appointed. 

SPECIALLY  FOR 
CHEMISTS'  USE. 

FINEST  MADE 
BEAUTIFULLY  FOLDED. 
HOWARD'S  SEIDLITZ. 
ENGLISH  ACID, 


HORA  &  CO.,  47  Minories, 


P.B. 

LONDON 


etitoricar  (Bomme.mts. 


SCHEDULING    CARBOLIC  ACID. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  professes  to  have  learned 
that  the  danger  attending  the  present  unregulated  sale  of 
carbolic  acid  has  been  made  the  subject  of  strong  represen- 
tation to  the  Privy  Council  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.    It  appears  to  be  thought 
that  the  proposed  addition  of  carbolic  acid  to  the  poison 
schedule  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  surrounded  with  consider- 
able difficulties,  and  that  it  might  be  preferable  to  deal  with 
th  s  matter  in  a  short  Bill.    This  means  that  the  Privy 
Council  is  willing  to  require  that  carbolic  acid  shall  always 
be  labelled  "  Poison  "  when  sold,  but  that  the  monopoly  of 
retail  sale  shall  not  be  given  to  chemists  and  druggists. 
They  tried  to  impose  this  idea  on  the  Legislature  in  a  ridicu- 
lous Bill  which  they  drafted  nine  years  ago,  and  the  then 
Lord  President  showed  how  little  he  knew  about  the  matter- 
by  describing  carbolic  acid  as  one  of  the  things  which  were 
not  very  poisonous.    He  had  got  that  impression  from  the- 
Bill  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  if  that  was  the  idea  it  conveyed 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  a  much  more  natural  one  to  the  public- 
generally  ?    It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  trade  to  oppose 
vigorously  any  such  Bill  as  this.    If  the  Privy  Council  wishes- 
to  let  loose  on  the  public  some  one  deadly  poison  which 
shall  be  readily  obtainable,  let  laudanum  or  prussic  acid  be 
chosen  as  a  simple  act  of  mercy  to  the  poor  wretches  who 
now  select  carbolic  acid  because  they  can  buy  it  anywhere, 
and  have  little  idea  of  the  suffering  it  is  to  inflict  upon 
them.    It,  will  be  seen  from  our  News  reports  that  Mr.  Picton, 
one  of  the  members  of  Parliament  for  Leicester,  is  taking 
up  the  subject,  and  we  imagine  he  is  a  gentleman  who  may 
be  trusted  to  stick  to  it.   The  grocers  and  provision  dealers- 
of  the  metropolis  are  indignant  at  the  prospect  of  the  loss 
of  this  favourite  bone  of  theirs.    Surely  the  very  name  of- 
their  trade  and  association  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  argument 
to  prevent  the  Privy  Council  acceding   to  their  wishes 
in  regard  to  this  substance.    It  is  obvious  that  it  cannot  be- 
desirable  that  carbalic  acid  should  be  regarded  as  a  "pro- 
vision "  like  cheese,  butter,  or  marmalade. 


WILL    OPIUM    ADVANCE  FURTHER? 

Week  after  week  our  telegrams  from  Smyrna  have  reported 
large  purchases  of  opium  on  behalf  of  American  drug-firms, 
and  in  the  present  issue  we  print  a  message  from  our  corre- 
spondent announcing  that  the  price  of  the  drug  has  now- 
reached  the  equivalent  of  lis.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna,  for 
fair  current  manufacturing  grades.    This  is  equal  to  an 
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advance  of  3s.  per  lb.,  or  nearly  38  per  cent.,  within  the  last 
three  months  ;  and  even  those  buyers  who  have  been  most 
sanguine  of  the  future  of  the  article  are  now  asking  them- 
selves whether  the  advance  is  not  outrunning  reasonable 
dimensions.  Readers  of  the  opium  news  in  our  Trade 
Keport  will  have  observed  that  for  the  last  few  weeks  the 
letters  from  two  different  correspondents  in  Smyrna  have 
reflected  the  divergent  tendencies  which  exist  in  that  centre 
of  the  opium-trade,  one  side  being  apparently  confident  that 
nothing  like  the  last  word  has  as  yet  been  said  in  the  upward 
movement  of  the  drug,  while  the  other  declares  that  the 
rumours  of  damage  to  the  growing  crop  have  no  foundation 
En  fact  whatever,  and  that  the  whole  rising  wave  is  nothing 
but  an  artificial  move  on  the  part  of  one  large  American 
produce-dealing  firm.  The  serious  statements  of  the  New 
York  Slapping  List,  practically  accusing  an  American  specu- 
lator of  "working"  the  members  of  the  American  Congress 
with  so  much  dexterity  that  they  have  practically  agreed  to 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  $1  per  lb.  upon  crude  opium  in 
the  Wilson  Tariff  Bill,  throws  some  light  upon  the  possible 
causes  of  the  extraordinary  rise  which  has  lately  taken  place 
in  the  quotations  at  Smyrna.  That  American  firms  have 
purchased  largely  in  Smyrna  is  notorious,  but  few  persons 
will  be  prepared  to  believe  that  such  a  scheme  as  that 
mentioned  in  the  New  York  journal  could  be  successfully 
carried  out  in  an  article  like  opium.  For  the  entire  imports 
of  the  "  crude"  drug  (apart  from  the  smoking-opium,  which 
does  not  count  in  this  matter)  into  the  United  States 
amount  to  only  about  half  a  million  of  pounds— worth, 
at  the  outside,  300,000Z.— a  year,  and  even  if  a  bold 
speculator  could  contrive  to  control  the  whole  of  this 
trade,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  would  be  worth  his 
while  to  incur  the  trouble  of  "  working  "  the  whole  legis- 
lature, supposing  it  to  be  "workable,"  for  the  sake  of 
such  a  comparatively  small  business.  At  any  rate,  it  may 
■be  taken  for  granted— (a)  That  an  American  drug-house, 
which  has  not  been  prominently  associated  with  the  opium- 
trade  for  several  years,  has  now  suddenly  become  the  principal 
"bull"  speculator  in  Smyrna;  (J)  that  the  prospect  of  a 
dollar-a-lb.  duty  on  opium  in  the  States,  to  take  effect 
within  a  couple  of  months  at  the  latest,  is  a  strong  incen- 
tive to  dealers  there  to  lay  in  stock  ;  and  (c)  that  the  reports 
of  damage  to  the  growing  crops  in  Asia  Minor  are  not  suffi- 
ciently corroborated  to  warrant  their  present  consideration 
as  factors  in  the  position  of  the  article. 

The  crop  of  1893  was  notoriously  one  of  the  smallest  on 
record,  yet,  in  spite  of  a  rise  from  7s.  6d.  in  January  to  14s. 
per  lb.  in  March,  values  again  declined  throughout  the  sum- 
mer, and,  in  fact,  were  lowest  just  when  the  smallness  of  the 
orop  was  placed  beyond  doubt.  We  should  not  be  surprised 
if  the  experience  of  1893  were  to  be  repeated  to  some  ex- 
tent this  season.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
London  stock  is  firmly  held,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
genuine  confidence  among  the  chief  buyers  of  the  article  in 
this  country  that  the  price  will  advance  further,  or  even  main- 
tain its  present  level.  The  suspicion  that  one  single  Ameri- 
can firm,  however  rich,  is  the  pivot  around  which  the  entire 
position  of  the  drug  revolves  is  not  calculated  to  increase 
confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  opium  market. 

From  last  Christmas  up  to  the  middle  of  February  nearly 
750  baskets  of  opium  changed  hands  in  Smyrna,  and  about 
300  in  Constantinople.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  prices  at 
which  sales  were  made  during  the  second  week  of  February 
leave  an  average  loss  of  from  10  to  25  per  cent,  on  the  cost 
price  of  opium  of  the  1893  crop,  and  it  is  asked  why 
holders  should  be  willing  to  put  up  with  such  a  loss  if  they 
really  thought  that  the  crop  prospects  for  the  coming  year 
•were  as  poor  as  they  have  been  painted?    The  stocks  of 


opium  in  Turkey  are  said  to  be  large,  considering  the  time  of 
the  year;  the  unsold  supplies  being  estimated  at  about  2,400 
baskets,  of  which  Smyrna  holds  nearly  two-thirds,  Salonica 
less  than  100,  and  Constantinople  the  rest.  Looking  at  the 
position  of  the  drug  from  all  points  of  view,  we  should  not 
like  to  pin  our  faith  to  the  success  of  the  American  specu- 
lator, whose  investments  appear  to  be  the  chief  excuse  for  the 
present  advance. 


REGISTERED  TRADE-TITLES. 

We  are  not  un frequently  asked  whether  such-and-such 
a  title  has  been  registered,  whether  it  would  infringe  any- 
body's trade-mark  to  use  this  or  that  title,  what  exactly  are 
the  rights  of  ABC  or  X  Y  Z.  To  answer  such  questions 
would  involve  a  visit  to  the  Trade-marks  Office,  payment  of 
a  fee  of  Is.  in  each  case,  and  the  assumption  of  a  responsi- 
bility with  which  we  do  not  feel  inclined  to  saddle  ourselves. 
We  made  a  little  investigation  lately  with  regard  to  a  few 
of  these  queries  which  happened  to  come  neaily  together. 
"  Sedox  "  asked  if  anyone  could  use  the  words  "  gripe- water." 
He  stated  that  on  Woodward's  label  there  is  a  statement 
that  the  words  are  registered.  What  we  find  is  that  the 
words  "  Gripe-water  (Woodward's) "  are  registered.  This 
does  not  give  Mr.  Woodward  a  monopoly  in  "  gripe-water.' 
Another  wants  to  know  whether  the  words  "  glossy  starch  ' 
are  appropriated.  They  are  described  as  registered  on  a  label 
issued  by  "  Hall,  manufacturer,  Newark."  We  do  not  find 
the  registration.  A  third  is  thinking  of  using  the  word 
"  bismuthine  "  for  an  indigestion-mixture,  and  he  wants  to 
know  if  it  is  registered.  We  do  not  find  it,  and  should  not 
expect  to  find  it,  as  we  are  pretty  sure  that  nowadays  no 
such  registration  would  be  granted.  A  similar  answer  must 
be  given  to  the  correspondeot  who  inquires  about  "  Indian 
cerate."  This  would  certainly  not  be  accepted,  as  geogra- 
phical names  are  not  registered  for  anybody.  Lastly, 
"  Doubtful "  sends  us  a  handbill  of  his  vegetable  pills 
which  is  headed,  "  Worth  their  weight  in  gold."  He  states 
that  he  has  used  this  motto  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
but  now  a  gentleman  in  Lancashire  writes  informing  him 
that  he  has  registered  these  words,  and  calls  on  "  Doubtful " 
to  abandon  them  within  three  days,  or  proceedings  will  be 
taken.  We  do  not  find  that  the  Lancashire  party  has 
registered  anything  as  a  trade-mark  in  the  pharmaceutical 
class,  and  we  should  be  amazed  beyond  measure  if  we  found 
that  he  could,  by  any  process,  get  the  exclusive  right  to  such 
a  common  phrase.  Possibly  he  may  have  registered  some- 
thing containing  the  expression  at  Stationers'  Hall,  but  that 
registration  would  be  of  no  use  to  him  in  the  proceedings 
he  threatens. 

But  we  expressly  decline  to  commit  ourselves  to  any  opinion 
based  on  our  searches.  If  we  were  to  tell  "  A  Constant 
Reader  "  that  the  word  "tobackine"  might  be  used  by  him  for 
anew  cigarette,  and  somebody  were  to  turn  up  to  oppose  him 
in  the  use  of  the  term,  he  would  think  himself  very  unfairly 
treated  if  we  did  not  undertake  to  fight  his  case  for  him. 
Moreover,  the  decisions  in  these  trade-mark  cases  have  been 
so  variable  that  it  will  hardly  be  until  the  middle  of  next 
century  that  trade-mark  law  will  be  on  anything  like  a 
settled  basis.  The  fact  is  that  tradesmen  who  want  to  branch 
out  into  a  new  enterprise  must  take  some  little  risk.  If 
they  try  to  go  as  near  as  they  can  to  somebody  else's  title 
or  label,  they  take  a  good  deal  of  risk  ;  but  if  they  quite 
unconsciously,  and  only  by  chance,  infringe  on  someone's 
rights,  the  punishment  is  not  likely  to  be  severe.  They 
can  always  ensure  themselves  on  the  registration  question 
by  sending  their  title  to  the  Trade-marks  Office,  with  5s.,  on 
a    form  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  obtainable  at  all 
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money-order  offices.  If  the  title  is  ineligible,  or  has  been 
previously  adopted,  they  will  be  advised  to  that  effect,  and 
this  information  will  be  the  return  for  their  investment,  for 
the  Crown  sticks  to  the  crown. 


ALCOHOLIC    SOLUTIONS    OF  BUTYL- 
CHLORAL  HYDRATE. 

A     CORRESPONDENT    of    THE    CHEMIST     AND  DRUGGIST 

called  attention  last  week  to  a  separation  of  oily  drops  in 
a  mixture  containing  butyl-chloral  hydrate  and  spirit.  The 
prescriber  directed  that  the  hydrate  should  be  dissolved  in 
the  spirituous  portion,  and  water  was  then  added,  the  result 
being  the  separation  then  referred  to.  We  explained  that  the 
separated  matter  was  butyl-chloral  alcoholate,  and  we  now 
add  to  the  explanation  notes  of  some  experiments  upon  the 
point  which  we  made  several  years  ago.  The  matter  was 
brought  under  our  notice  by  the  pharmacist  to  one  of  the 
largest  hospitals  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  dispensary  a 
large  quantity  of  a  glycerine  and-alcohol  solution  of  butyl- 
chloral  hydrate  was  used  for  making  mixtures.  The  solution 
■was  perfectly  soluble  in  water  when  freshly  made,  but  after 
standing  for  a  week  or  more  it  was  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty, and  only  by  the  use  of  hot  water  (the  very  thing  the 
solution  was  to  obviate),  that  the  refractory  oily  drops  could 
be  broken  down.  Hot  water  in  this,  as  in  other  cases  with 
batyl-chloral  hydrate,  made  an  opalescent  mixture.  The 
notes  of  the  experiments  have  a  certain  interest  now,  and 
any  dispenser  who  is  specially  concerned  about  butyl- chloral 
hydrate  will  find  it  profitable  to  repeat  them. 

Two-and-a-half  dracQms  of  the  hydrate  was  dissolved  in 
5  fluid  drachms  of  absolute  alcohol.  To  3  drachms  of  the 
solution,  immediately  it  was  made,  1J  oz.  of  cold  distilled 
water  was  added,  and  oily  drops  separated  which  were  not 
dissolved  or  apparently  reduced  by  agitation.  A  further 
■|  oz.  of  water  resulted  in  a  clear  solution.  When  the  alco- 
holic solution  was  a  day  old  each  drachm  of  it  required 

1  oz.  of  cold  distilled  water  to  dissolve  the  oily  drops  and 
effect  a  clear  solution. 

The  solution  in  rectified  spirit  has  different  characteristics. 
Two  drachms  of  the  hydrate  was  dissolved  in  5  fluid  drachms 
of  spirit,  and  of  this  so  ution  3  drachms  was  treated  at 
once  with  9  drachms  of  cold  distilled  water.  Although  the 
proportion  of  alcohol  in  this  mixture  was  larger  than  in 
the  previous  case  the  separated  globules  had  a  denser  ap- 
pearance, and  the  aqueous  portion  was  milky.  Complete 
and  clear  solution  was  gradually  effected  by  the  use  alto- 
gether of  21  fluid  drachms  of  water  ;  but  3  oz.  was  required 
for  the  same  quantity  of  spirituous  solution  a  day  old.  Even 
with  hot  water  there  is  a  separation  of  globules.    Thus  to 

2  drachms  of  the  spirituous  solution  1  oz.  of  distilled  water 
180°  F.  was  added  ;  there  werestill  separation  and  opalescence, 
the  latter  not  disappearing  when  more  water  oz.)  was 
added,  nor  when  the  mixture  was  cooled  down  to  the  normal 
temperature.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  although  slightly 
less  hot  water  is  required  to  effect  solution  of  butyl-chloral 
hydrate,  this  is  done  at  the  expense  of  elegance,  and  the 
advantage  in  point  of  actual  solubility  is  so  slight — say,  as 
1  to  6  is  to  1  to  7 — that  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  th8  hot 
water.  Moreover,  the  opalescence  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
some  slight  decomporition.  The  foregoing  experiments  were 
subsequently  corroborated,  and  it  was  observed  that  the 
older  the  alcoholic  solutions  became,  the  quickness  of  their 
solution  in  water  diminished,  although  the  actual  solu- 
bility did  not  much  decrease.  The  oily  globules  are  butyl- 
chloral  alcoholate,  C,H.)CI.JO.C,H.HO.  This  body  is  prac- 
tically insoluble  in  water,  and  when  it  does  dissolve  therein 
it  is  as  C4H5C130.H20. 


Simultaneously  with  the  foregoing  experiments  the  solu- 
tion of  butyl-chloral  hydrate  in  glycerine  was  also  examined. 
It  is  almost  as  soluble  in  glycerine  as  in  alcohol,  but  the 
viscidity  of  the  former  makes  solution  slow.  Three  drachms- 
of  the  hydrate  was  dissolved  in  7  fluid  drachms  of  glycerini 
heated  to  180°  F.  Two  drachms  of  this  solution  dissolved 
in  11  drachms  of  water  to  form  a  slightly  opalescent  mix- 
iture.  The  glycerine  solution  mixed  with  its  own  volume  of 
cold  distilled  water  is  quite  clear  and  permanent,  so  that 
water  reduces  the  viscidity  of  the  solution  admirably.  As 
more  water  is  added,  the  solution  becomes  milky  ;  but  there- 
is  no  separation  of  globules,  and  the  solution  clears  up  as  we- 
go  on  adding  water. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  figures  given  that  glycerine  is  a- 
better  solvent  aid  than  rectified  spirit  for  dispensing  purposes. 
All  the  solutions  had  practically  the  same  strength — viz.  . 
1  in  3  3  of  the  finished  solution— yet  we  find  that  1  part  of 
the  absolute-alcohol  one  required  5  3  parts  of  water,  1  part 
of  the  rectified-spirit  solution  required  7  parts  of  water, 
and  the  same  of  glycerine  solution  required  only  5  5  parts.. 
Obviously  glycerine  has  the  advantage.    The  only  objec  - 
tionable point  is  the  opalescence  ;  but  that  is  easily  avoided 
by  making  the  solution  by  trituration  in  the  cold.  Upon, 
this    basis   a  useful   dispensing-solution  of  butyl-chloral 
hydrate  may  be  made,  and  it  is  always  advisable  to  avoid', 
spirit  as  a  solvent. 


THE    FLORA    OF   TROPICAL  AFRICA.. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  in  his  coming 
Budget  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  have  to  face  a 
heavy  deficit,  and  that  he  is  expected  to  propose  alterations 
in  the  incidence  of  taxation,  freeing  some  staple  articles  of 
consumption  which  now  yield  a  large  contribution  to  the 
national  exchequer,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  there- 
will  be  little  money  available  for  such  scientific  objects  as 
the  increase  of  our  knowledge  of  the  bDtanical  resources  of 
our  new  African  dependencies.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  for 
not  only  does  this  country  already  spend  relatively  less 
money  on  scientific  objects  than  other  great  nations,  but 
an  outlay  in  the  particular  direction  here  indicated  would  be- 
pretty  certain  to  prove  a  good  investment.  As  far  back  as 
1868,  Professor  Oliver,  F.R.S.,  completed  the  first  volume  of 
the  "Flora  of  Tropical  Africa,"  which  was  issued  under 
the  auspices  of  Kew  Gardens.  The  general  plan  of 
the  work  was  uniform  with  that  of  the  series  of 
colonial  floras  which  have  been  prepared  at  Kew  at  in- 
tervals during  the  last  thirty  years.  Since  then  two 
more  volumes  have  been  completed  (the  last  in  1877),  after- 
which  the  work  appears  to  have  come  to  a  dead  stop.  In 
the  meantime  the  famous,  or  notorious,  partition  of  Africa 
has  taken  place,  and  explorers  have  poured  into  the  continent 
from  all  sides  in  quest  of  information.  The  botanists  among- 
them  found  themselves  seriously  hampered  in  their  work  by 
the  absence  of  any  complete  standard  work  on  the  Flora  of" 
Tropical  Africa,  and  in  March,  1891,  Lord  Salisbury  wrote  to 
the  Director  of  Kew  Gardens,  calling  attention  to  the  back- 
ward condition  of  the  publication.  "  A  knowledge  of  African 
botany,"  ran  the  late  Premier's  letter,  "  is  of  great  practical 
value,  a^  was  proved  by  the  discovery  by  Sir  John  Kirk;, 
whilst  employed  as  her  Majesty's  Agent  at  Zanzibar,  of  a 
plant,  previously  unknown,  which  now  supplies  annually- 
200,000Z.  worth  of  indiarubber  to  the  Zanzibar  market.  Sc-„ 
too,  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  the  trade  consists  almost, 
entirely  of  vegetable  products,  some  of  which  have  only 
recently  been  brought  to  light." 

Lord  Salisbury,  therefore,  suggested  the  immediate  com- 
pletion of  the  work.    Mr.  W.  Thiselton-Dyer  sent  the  letter 
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on  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  under  whose 
authority,  singular  as  it  may  appear  to  the  outsider,  the 
publication  of  the  "  Flora  "  was  commenced,  and  pointed  out 
at  the  same  time  that,  though  he  had  the  "Flora"  very 
much  at  heart,  and  was  anxious  to  see  it  completed,  he  was 
embarrassed  by  the  want  of  competent  persons,  with  time  at 
their  disposal,  to  carry  on  the  work,  the  small  scientific  staff 
at  Kew  being  so  fully  occupied  with  routine  duties  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  devote  any  official  time  to  the 
undertaking,  the  success  of  which  depended  upon  their 
willingness  and  ability  to  give  their  leisure  hours  to  it. 

This  correspondence,  which  has  only  been  published  in  the 
Kem  Bulletin  for  January,  appears  to  have  had  somewhat 
satisfactory  results,  inasmuch  as  it  is  now  stated  that 
vol.  iv.  of  the  "  Flora "  is  in  active  preparation.  As  it 
cannot  go  to  press  until  finished,  diagnoses  of  the  new 
species  will  be  published  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Kew  Bulletin,  so  as  to  secure  priority  for  the  names. 
Twenty-two  plants  of  the  N.O.  Apoci/nacece,  10  of  the 
N.O.  Gentianece,  21  of  the  N.O.  Boraginees,  and  10  of  the 
N.O.  Bignoniacea  are  described  in  the  January  number, 
in  which  recognition  is  also  made  of  the  fact  that  the 
publication  of  novelties  from  recent  collections  is  being 
rapidly  pursued  by  German  botanists.  That  the  German 
Government  are  by  no  means  neglectful  in  the  matter  of 
acquiring  a  full  knowledge  of  the  produces  of  their  new 
African  possessions  is  evident  to  anyone  who  has  seen  the 
excellent  botanical  reports  of  E,  Biittner  from  Togoland, 
Dr.  Preuss  from  the  Cameroons,  and  Dr.  Stuhlmann  from 
East  Africa,  published  in  the  form  of  a  scientific  supple- 
ment to  the  Deutsches  Kolonialblatt,  and  issued  at  irregular 
intervals  by  the  German  Ministry  of  the  Colonies. 


SIGNING  PRESCRIPTIONS. 
In  reply  to  "  Sapoo,"  the  British  Medical  Journal  states 
that  — 

,  Physicians,  in  signing  a  prescription,  append  their  initials,  and  surgeons 
generally  sign  their  full  name.  As  regards  general  practitioners,  there 
is  not,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  any  general  rule.  The  addition  of  "  Chir."  in 
the  ease  of  a  "  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,"  is  not  at  all  necessary,  nor,  we 
should  imagine,  usual. 

We,  like  "  Sapoo,"  were  unaware  of  the  distinction  implied 
by  the  signature  to  a  prescription  ;  but  we  believe  the  prac- 
tice is  generally  that  which  is  indicated.  The  rule  of  etiquette, 
if  such  there  be,  which  prevents  physicians  from  signing 
their  names  in  full,  ought,  however  to  be  abrogated.  It 
would  sometimes  be  a  convenience  to  the  dispenser  and 
a  benefit  to  the  patient  if  the  prescriber  could  be  commu- 
nicated with  without  occasioning  unnecessary  alarm,  and  we 
can  see  no  reasonable  reason  why  there  should  be  any  fancy 
delicacy  about  signing,  or,  indeed,  about  using  paper  bearing 
the  full  name  and  address  of  the  physician,  as  is  done,  we 
believe,  in  America. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  THE  SALE  OF  POISONS. 

The  Pall  Mall's  chemist,  whose  comments  on  carbolic  acid 
we  quote  elsewhere,  offers,  besides,  some  additional  sug- 
gestions for  the  prevention  of  the  use  of  poisons  for  suicidal 
purposes. 

Spirit  of  salts  and  cyanide  of  potassium  (he  says)  are  often 
sold  by  oilmen  and  others  without  any  formality  whatever, 
the  former  being  also  omitted  from  the  schedule.  It  can 
therefore  hardly  be  wondered  that  they  are  responsible  for 
a  considerable  number  of  deaths.  As  a  means  of  more 
effectually  guarding  the  sale  of  poisons,  we  would  first 
suggest  that  it  should  be  rigidly  confined  to  registered 
chemists,  who  are  trained  and  qualified  for  that  purpose. 
Secondly,  that  the  Medical  Council  and  Pharmaceutical 
Society  conjointly  should  have  the  right  of  adding  any 
articles  they  may  consider  dangerous  poisons  to  the  schedule. 


Thirdly,  that  no  poison  included  in  Parts  1  or  2  of  the 
schedule  should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  to  the  public,  unless 
the  purchaser  shall  bring  with  him  some  person  to  whom  be 
is  known,  and  give  a  satisfactory  reason  for  its  use  ;  or  else 
on  the  presentation  of  a  written  order  signed  by  a  duly- 
qualified  medical  practitioner,  and,  if  a  liquid,  it  should  be 
placed  only  in  a  proper  poison-bottle.  Fourthly,  that  no- 
poison  should  be  sold  to  persons  under  the  age  of  16  years. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  practice  for  those  who  wish  to  obtain 
poison  for  some  nefarious  purpose  to  go  from  one  shop  to 
another  and  purchase  small  quantities  in  each,  till  they 
obtain  what  they  think  is  sufficient.  The  third  regulation- 
we  suggest  would  prevent  this  practice,  aDd  also  act  as  a> 
safeguard  against  the  sale  to  those  who  may  give  a  fictitious 
but  plausible  reason  for  requiring  it.  It  would  also  be  well' 
if  the  price  of  poisonous  drugs  could  be  fixed  at  a  higher 
rate  than  they  are  usually  sold  at  at  present,  which  need  not' 
be  prohibitive,  while  it  might  act  as  a  preventive  against 
their  acquirement  in  dangerous  quantities. 

The  regulation  requiring  a  witness  for  every  sale  of  a 
poison  is  one  that  a  bond-fide  chemist  would  hardly  have  • 
suggested ;  but  the  concluding  recommendation  that  the 
prices  should  be  raised  is  the  genuine  old  Bloomsbury  idea, 
which  has  most  effectually  prevented  the  authorities  hitherto 
from  encouraging  the  limitation  of  the  sale  of  poisons  to 
chemists  exclusively. 

PARAFFIN  FOR  THE  HAIR. 

In  connection  with  the  letters  which  have  recently  ap- 
peared on  this  subject  in  our  correspondence  section,  we 
may  quote  the  following  paragraph  from  Mr.  G.  R.  Sims'a 
page  in  the  Referee  : — 

"The  Dagonet  Hair- restorer "  has  never  brought  me 
penny,  though  it  did  enable  me  to  keep  my  own  hair  on- 
but  it  has  made  more  than  one  fortune  for  people  who  took 
my  paraffin  tip  and  traded  on  it.  One  or  two  firms  have' 
honestly  .acknowledged  their  indebtedness,  but  other  hair- 
restorer  merchants  who  have  rechristened  paraffin  and  done 
well  have  not  been  so  candid.  I  know  one  man  in  EnglantS 
at  the  present  moment  who  makes  two  thousand  a  year 
comfortably  out  of  a  paraffin  preparation  for  the  hair  and! 
judicious  advertisement,  and  who  before  I  made  my  dis- 
covery public  was  behind  the  counter  of  a  chemist's  shop7 
living  in  just  such  luxury  as  may  be  obtained  on  25s.  a 
week.  Why,  oh  why,  did  I  not  keep  the  remedy  for  baldness 
to  myself,  and  then,  in  the  evening  of  my  life,  I  should  be 
taking  my  ease  with  dignitv,  instead  of  having  to  work 
fifteen  hours  a  day  for  a  humble  pittance  ! 


Pcrsonulities. 


Dr.  Lauder  Brunton  evidently  considers  that  the 
address  which  he  gave  last  autumn  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  worthy  of  a  larger  audience  and  a  wider  circu- 
lation than  it  then  obtained.  In  a  slightly  condensed  form 
it  appears  as  an  original  article  in  Mrs.  Victoria  Woodhull 
Martin's  magazine,  the  Humanitarian,  under  the  title  of 
"  The  Progress  of  Pharmacy." 

Amongst  those  connected  with  pharmacy  who  were 
elected  fellows  of  the  Chemical  Society  at  the  last  meeting- 
were  Messrs.  E.  F.  Harrison,  President  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association ;  E.  W.  Lucas,  director  of  the  labora- 
tory of  John  Bell  &  Co.,  Oxford  Street,  W.  ;  Alfred  E. 
Tanner,  the  examiner  ;  and  W.  Lloyd  Williams,  chemist  and 
assistant  manager  of  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  works. 

Iota,  whose  "  Yellow  Aster  "  is  the  novel  of  the  hour, 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  Mannington  Cafiyn,  the  inventor  of  the 
well-known  Liquor  Carnis.  "Miss  Milne  and  I"  and 
"Poppy's  Tears  an'  'is"  are  two  other  of  her  stories. 
Several  lady  novelists  are  connected  with  medicine 
and  the  drug-trade  in  one  way  or  other.  John  Oliver 
Hobbes  (Mrs.  Craigie),  the  authoress  of  "A  Study  in 
Temptations,"  "Some  Emotions  and  a  Moral,"  &o,  is  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards,  and  Annie  Swan  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Burnett  Smith,  who  has  a  flourishing  practice^ 
in  Camden  Road,  N.W. 
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£sej<af  Reports. 


Petroleum  in  Solution. 

The  Silvertown  Kubber  and  Pneumatic  Tyre  Company 
were  summoned  at  the  Birmingham  Police-court  on  Feb- 
ruary 22  for  storing  indiarubber  solution  without  a  licence, 
as  required  by  the  Petroleum  Act. 

Inspector  Jarett  seized  11  cwt  of  the  solution  at  the  com- 
pany's branch-shop  in  Birmingham,  his  contention  being  that, 
as  it  contained  84  per  cent,  of  naphtha,  it  was  petroleum 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  1871.  It  gave  off  inflam- 
mable vapour  at  53°  Fahr.  instead  of  73°. 

Mr.  Alfred  Young,  in  defence,  contended  that  the  Act  was 
not  intended  to  apply  to  petroleum  in  solution  as  a  com- 
mercial article,  but  only  in  its  pure  and  simple  state. 

The  Magistrates  imposed  a  nominal  penalty  of  40s.  and 
costs,  but  signified  that  the  goods  seized  should  be  given  up 
on  the  premises  being  made  suitable  for  storage. 


Advertising  a  Corn-salve. 
Befoee  the  Common  Serjeant  (Sir  Forrest  Fulton,  Q.C.) 
and  a  jury,  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  on  February  23, 
George  Berridge  &  Co.,  printers  and  lithographers,  Upper 
Thames  Street,  sued  Timothy  Vincent  Riordan,  who  de- 
scribed himself  as  a  patentee  and  inventor,  of  Elms  Road- 
Clapham,  and  King  William  Street,  E.C.,  to  recover  30Z.  10s, 
for  printing  5,000  show-cards  for  advertising  a  patent  corn, 
salve. 

According  to  the  plaintiffs,  the  defendant  in  August, 
1891,  ordered  5,000  show-cards,  which  were  to  be  fixed  on  a 
wire-stand  and  to  be  placed  on  chemists'  counters  for  ad- 
vertising Red  Cross  Corn-salve,  boxes  of  which  were  fixed  on 
the  cards.  The  defendant  supplied  the  wire-stands  for  550 
•show-cards,  which  had  been  delivered  to  the  defend  int.  He 
ultimately  left  his  office,  where  the  goods  had  been  delivered, 
and  plaintiffs  had  been  unable  to  deliver  the  rest. 

The  defendant  said  he  only  ordered  550  showcards,  be- 
cause the  cards  when  sent  in  would  not  fit  the  stands.  He 
had  paid  4£.  5s.  into  court  in  respect  of  the  showcards  he 
had  received. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed — 
30;'.  10s.,  including  the  amount  paid  into  court. 


Carter  v.  Carr. — Rival  Liver-pills. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  sitting  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court  on  Wednesday,  had  before  him  the  case 
of  Carter's  Medicine  Company  v.  Carr,  which  was  an  action 
to  restrain  the  defendant  from  selling  as  Carter's  little  liver- 
pills  pills  not  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufacture. 

Mr.  Byrne,  Q  C,  and  Mr.  Young  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 
and  defendant  was  represented  by  Mr.  Mackaskie. 

Mr.  Byrne  said  that  the  plaintiffs  carried  on  business  in 
London,  and  the  defendant  was  a  chemist,  of  Berwick-on- 
Tweed.  The  plaintiffs  had  for  a  number  of  years  past  sold 
and  acquired  a  considerable  reputation  for  certain  pills 
known  as  Carter's  little  liver-pills. 

His  Lordship  :  The  "  little  "  refers  to  the  pills,  I  suppose, 
and  not  to  the  liver  1  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Byrne  said  that  was  so.  The  plaintiffs  sold  their  pills 
in  small  glass  bottles  distinctly  labelled.  This  was  not  a 
case  of  imitation,  but  it  appeared  that  when  people  asked 
the  defendant  for  Carter's  little  liver-pills  he  sold  them  Dr. 
Carr's  little  liver-pills  instead.  He  was  not  seeking  to  pre- 
vent the  defendant  using  the  name  of  his  firm,  but  he 
sought  to  restrain  him  from  selling  his  pills  as  Carter's 
little  liver-pills.  He  understood  the  defence  to  be  that  the 
defendant  had  never  offered  his  pills  for  sale  as  Carter's 
little  liver-pills,  but  he  proposed  to  put  in  evidence  showing 
that  when  people  asked  for  Carter's  pills  they  had  been 
given  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills. 

Mr.  John  Dean  Skinner,  of  South  Shields,  surveyor  of 
shipping,  said  that  in  January,  1893,  he  wrote  to  the  defen- 
dant asking  him  to  send  two  bottles  of  Carter's  little  liver- 
pills.  He  enclosed  2s.  3d.  in  payment.  On  the  following 
day  he  received  a  parcel  containing  two  bottles  of  Dr.  Carr's 


little  liver-pills.  Threepence  in  stamps  was  returned,  the 
defendant  writing  that  2s.  was  the  price  of  the  pills. 

By  Mr.  Mackaskie:  He  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
plaintiffs'  firm.  He  wrote  to  the  defendant  for  the  pills  as 
a  friend  told  him  that  in  all  probability  he  would  be  supplied 
with  Carr's  pills  instead  of  Carter's.  He  had  nothing  to 
gain  by  the  transaction.  He  opened  the  packet  when  it 
arrived,  and  took  out  of  it  two  bottles,  together  with  an 
invoice  bearing  the  name  of  the  defendant's  firm.  He  did 
not  see  a  memorandum  inside  the  packet.  The  two  bottles 
were  wrapped  up  separately. 

His  Lordship  said  there  was  no  suggestion  as  to  this 
witness  being  deceived. 

Mr.  Byrne:  No;  he  knew  that  he  had  got  the  wrong  pills. 

By  Mr.  Mackaskie  :  You  don't  pretend  that  the  defendant's 
bottles  and  labels  are  like  those  of  the  plaintiffs  1 

Witness :  No  the  defendant's  bottles  are  larger  and  have 
different-coloured  labels. 

His  Lordship  :  There  is  no  point  made  of  similarity  of  get- 
up. 

By  Mr.  Mackaskie :  Did  you  understand  or  suppose  that 
the  defendant  was  selling  his  pills  with  the  intention  of 
passing  them  off  as  Carter's  7 — No. 

The  bottles  were  distinctly  labelled  "  Dr.  Allan  Carr's 
pills  "  7— Yes. 

Mr.  Thomas  G.  Ward,  traveller,  of  Sunderland,  sa'd  that 
in  January,  1893,  he  was  at  Berwick-on-Tweed.  He  called 
at  the  defendant's  shop  and  asked  for  a  bottle  of  Carter's 
little  liver-pills,  saying  he  wanted  them  for  a  friend.  At 
the  same  time  he  handed  the  defendant  a  slip  of  paper 
with  "  Carter's  little  liver-pills  "  written  across  it.  He  spoke 
quite  clearly  and  distinctly.  The  defendant  took  the  slip  of 
paper,  crumpled  it  up  in  his  hand,  and  threw  it  under  the 
counter.  He  then  handed  witness  a  bottle  of  phis  wrapped 
up  in  blue  paper.  When  he  got  to  the  station  he  opened  the 
packet  and  saw  that  he  had  been  supplied  with  Dr.  Allan 
Carr's  liver-pills. 

By  Mr  Mackaskie :  How  came  you  to  be  travelling  in 
pills  7 — I  was  not  travelling  in  pills.  I  had  been  to  the 
Berwick  corn-market. 

Did  you  expect  to  get  Carter's  or  Carr's  pills  7 — Carter's. 
I  asked  for  them  plain  enough. 

How  came  you  to  get  into  communication  with  the 
plaintiffs'  solicitors  7 — My  friend  thought  I  might  possibly 
get  Carr's  pills  instead  of  Carter's. 

What  happened  in  the  shop  7 — I  asked  for  Carter's  little 
liver  pills,  and  gave  the  defendant  the  slip  of  paper.  At  the 
same  time  I  put  down  Is.  l\d.,  the  price  of  Carter's  pills. 

In  answer  to  further  questions  witness  said  he  did 
not  remember  the  defendant  saying,  "  We  don't  keep 
Carter's  little  liver-pills.  We  sell  our  own  pills."  He 
did  not  say  that  he  would  take  Carr's.  He  said  the 
pills  were  wanted  for  another  person  because  he  did 
not  want  them  himself.  Perhap*  that  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance.  The  defendant  did  not  say, 
"  The  price  of  our  pills  is  one  shilling,"  but  "The  price  is 
one  shilling."  That  did  not  strike  him  as  anything  unusual, 
as  he  had  paid  various  prices  for  Carter's  pills — as  little  as 
lOd.  He  did  not  hear  the  defendant  sav,  "  In  our  part  of 
the  country  we  don't  believe  in  Americans."  He  did  not  tell 
the  defendant  that  he  was  a  wool-merchant.  When  he  went 
into  the  shop  it  was  in  his  mind  that  he  might  get  get  Carr's 
pills  instead  of  Carter's. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walton,  an  accountant,  of  East  Budden,  near 
Sunderland,  said  he  wrote  to  the  defendant,  asking  him  to 
send  a  bottle  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills,  enclosing  Is.  l^d.  in 
payment.  On  receiving  the  packet,  he,  without  opening  it, 
handed  it  over  to  a  friend. 

By  Mr.  Mackaskie  :  He  had  never  used  Carter's  pills. 

His  Lordship  thought  it  hardly  worth  while  going  through 
all  this.    It  was  quite  plain  what  had  been  done. 

Witness,  further  answering  Mr.  Mackaskie,  said  that,  in 
ordering  the  pills  he  used  the  phrase  "  Dr.  Carr."  He  wrote 
the  order  in  accordance  with  certain  directions.  He  was  not 
aware  that  the  word  "  Dr."  was  put  in  for  the  purpose  of 
deceiving  the  defendant. 

Mr.  John  Hutchinson,  chemist,  of  Berwick. on-Tweed,  said 
he  had  been  in  business  for  nineteen  years.  Prior  to  the 
commencement  of  this  action  he  had  never  heard  of  Carr's 
little  liver-pills.  He  was  never  asked  in  his  shop  for  them, 
and  he  knew  of  no  chemist  that  sold  them. 
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By  Mr.  Mackaskie  :  He  and  the  defendant  were  competitors 
in  trade.  His  shop  was  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  that  of 
the  defendant.  He  admitted  that  where  a  local  tradesman 
made  and  sold  a  preparation  of  his  own  it  was  not  usual  for 
his  competitors  to  sell  that  article. 

His  Lordship:  I  take  it  that  is  a  general  proposition. 

Mr.  Mackaskie :  At  any  rate,  it  is  good  in  Berwick. 

Mr.  Lionel  Newbery,  of  the  firm  of  F.  Newbery  &  Sons, 
wholesale  dealers  in  patent  medicines,  of  King  Edward  Street, 
London,  said  he  had  been  in  business  for  39  years,  but  the 
firm  had  been  in  existence  for  148  years.  The  firm  sold 
Carter's  little  liver-pills.  There  was  a  large  demand  for 
them,  and  they  were  supplied  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
They  were  a  well-known  patent  medicine,  and  had  been  ex- 
tensively advertised  for  a  number  of  years  past.  Until  the 
commencement  of  this  action  he  had  never  heard  of  Dr. 
Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills. 

By  Mr.  Mackaskie  :  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  acquainted 
with  all  the  little  liver-pills  made  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards,  of  Holborn  Viaduct,  said  he 
was  the  sole  consignee  in  this  country  for  Carter's  little 
liver- pills.  They  had  been  sold  in  this  country  for  about 
eight  years,  and  they  were  advertised  to  the  extent  of  about 
10,0007.  a  year.    The  sale  of  the  pills  was  very  large. 

Mr.  William  Lyall,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,  said,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Mackaskie,  that  for  a  number 
of  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant's  firm.  He 
entered  the  firm  in  1875.  He  could  not  say  during  that  time 
whether  or  not  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  name  was  associated  with 
any  particular  make  of  pills.  His  present  shop  was  about 
50  jards  away  from  the  defendant's. 

This  closed  the  plaintiffs'  case,  and^Mr.  Mackaskie  pro- 
ceeded to  call  evidence  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Walter  Carr,  the  defendant,  said  his  firm  had  carried 
on  business  for  a  period  of  100  years.  Dr.  Allan  Carr  was 
a  surgeon  in  the  navy  who  died  in  1839.  The  pills  in  ques- 
tion were  made  up  from  a  recipe  composed  by  him.  Witness 
had  been  in  the  firm  for  fort} -five  years,  and  he  remembered 
pills  being  sold  by  the  name  of  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver- 
pills  when  he  was  a  child.  The  price  for  the  pills  varied. 
Sometimes  they  were  sold  at  6d.,  at  other  times  at  9d.  and 
Is.  It  all  depended  upon  the  customer.  (Laughter.)  He 
remembered  receiving  a  le'ter  from  Walton,  and  understood 
from  it  that  the  writer  wanted  Dr.  Carr's  pills.  In  the  case 
of  Skinner  he  forwarded  with  the  bottles  a  memorandum 
saying  that  if  the  pills  did  not  suit  he  would  take  them 
back  and  return  the  money.  With  regard  to  Ward,  that 
gentleman  came  into  the  shop  and  asked  for  Carter's  little 
liver-pills.  Witness  said,  "  We  don't  keep  them.  We  don't 
believe  in  Americans.  We  only  sell  the  pills  of  which  we 
know  the  composition."  Ward  put  down  Is.  \\d.  on  the 
counter,  and  witness  said,  "These  are  our  pills,  and  the 
price  is  Is. :  if  you  like  to  have  them,  take  them,  and  don't 
waste  my  time."  (Laughter.)  Since  1884  the  pills  had  been 
made  up  by  Isewbery  &  Co  ,  of  Newgate  Street,  from  Dr. 
Allan  Carr's  recipe.  The  sale  amounted  to  about  200  gross 
a  year.  The  description  "  little  liver-pills  "  was  common  to 
the  trade,  and  he  knew  of  other  chemists  who  sold  their 
pills  under  that  title.  For  a  considerable  time  witness  was 
manager  to  Messrs.  Corbyn  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Holborn. 

By  Mr.  Byrne  :  He  first  advertised  his  pills  about  fifteen 
years  ago.  The  advertisement  varied  in  its  terms.  The 
advertisement  in  the  Berwick  Advertiser  dated  April  29, 
1893,  appeared  after  the  commencement  of  the  action.  ,  In 
that  advertisement  there  was  this  reference,  "  Used  exten- 
sively in  the  Law  Courts,  London."  (Laughter  )  He  had 
friends  among  barristers  and  lawyers,  and  one  of  them 
told  him  to  insert  the  advertisement.  His  grandfather 
advertised  the  pill  in  newspapers  a  great  many  years  ago, 
but  witness  had  not  done  so  until  April,  1893.  He  had 
advertised  them  in  other  ways,  such  as  handbills,  &c.  He 
first  heard  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills  about  two  years  ago. 
He  saw  an  advertisement  of  them  as  he  was  travelling. 

You  saw  it  by  the  side  of  the  railway  disfiguring  the  land- 
scape ?    (Laughter.)  -  Yes. 

Do  you  keep  Carter's  pills  ? — No.    We  do  not  keep  any 
patent  medicines.    We  don't  believe  in  them.  (Laughter.) 

Witness,  in  further  examination,  said  he  had  bought  single 
bottles  of  other  pills,  which  were  sold  as  little  liver-pills. 
They  had  all  been  purchased  since  the  commencement  of  the 
action.    He  admitted  that  in  the  case  of  three  invoices  sent 


with  pills  they  were  not  described  as  "  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little 
liver-pills,"  but  the  description  was  plain  enough  on  the 
wrappers  and  on  the  bottles.  He  bad  remarked  to  his  wife 
that  the  orders  from  Sunderland  and  Newcastle  looked  a 
little  "  fishy."  He  was  quite  aware  that  Mr.  Ward  asked 
for  Carter's  little  liver-pills,  but  he  told  him  that  he  did 
not  keep  them.  He  was  a  little  annoyed  with  Ward 
because  he  said  he  was  in  the  wool-trade,  and  witness 
knew  that  was  not  so.  He  saw  that  be  knew  nothing 
about  the  wool-trade.  He  told  witness  wool  was  Is.  Qd. 
a  pound,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  nothing  of  the  sort ;  itj 
was  9\d.  (Laughter.)  He  was  unable  to  find  in  the  ledger 
for  the  years  1864-1883  any  entry  having  regard  to  the  sale 
of  "  little  liver- pills."  Prior  to  1874  the  pills  were  sold  at 
the  rate  of  four  a  penny,  but  since  that  date  they  had  been 
sold  in  small  bottles.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  bottles 
there  had  been  no  change  in  their  shape  or  size  or  in  the 
labels. 

How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  bottles  varied 
in  price  from  Qd.  to  Is.  1 — It  depended  upon  the  customer . 
To  the  likes  of  you  the  price  would  be  Is.  (Laughter.) 

Never  mind  the  likes  of  me.  (Laughter.)  When  did  you 
first  begin  to  charge  Is.  ? — Seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago. 

Witness  further  said  he  remembered  Corbyn  &  Co.  selling 
pills  under  the  name  of  "  little  liver-pills."  In  his  practice 
as  chemist  he  had  sold  a  great  many  pills  simply  as  liver- 
pills.  They  would  be  larger  than  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little 
liver-pills,  and  were  not  made  up  from  the  same  recipe. 

Mr.  Henry  George  Atkins,  manager  of  the  Horseshoe 
Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  said  he  had  bought  pills  from 
the  defendant  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  years.  They  were  sold 
to  him  as  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills.  He  had  not 
noticed  any  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  bottles  or  of 
the  labels. 

Mr.  G.  Druckquer,  tobacconist,  Camden  Road,  said  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  defendant,  and  had  used  his  pills  for 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years. 

By  Mr.  Byrne  :  Were  they  for  family  use  as  well  ? — Well, 
I  gave  them  on  one  occasion.  (Laughter.)  He  had  always 
bought  them  as  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  liver-pills,  and  he  hdd 
derived  great  benefit  from  them.  (Laughter.)  So  far  as  his 
recollection  went,  the  bottles  and  labels  had  always  remained 
the  same.    He  had  not  tried  Carter's  little  liver-pills. 

Frederick  Turner,  head  waiter  at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  said  that  the  defendant  occasionally 
stayed  at  the  hotel.  He  had  given  witness  pills  from  bottles 
like  those  produced  They  were  described.  on  the  bottles  as 
Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills.  The  defendant  was  known 
at  the  hotel  as  Dr.  Carr.  He  did  not  call  himself  that  He 
was  very  kind  to  the  staff,  and  gave  tbem  medicines, 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Byrne  :  And  in  return  they  give  evidence.  Well,  that 
will  do. 

At  this  point  the  further  hearing  was  adjourned. 

On  the  resumption  of  the  hearing  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
Mackaskie  called 

Mr.  S.  Brigham,  storekeeper,  of  Tweedmouth,  who  said  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  defendants'  firm.  He  was  with  them 
for  fifteen  years,  and  during  that  time  they  sold  pills  under 
the  name  of  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills.  The  pills  had 
been  sold  in  small  glass-bottles,  with  screw-stoppers,  since 
1884.  When  first  he  knew  the  pills  they  were  not  coated. 
No  change  had  taken  place  in  the  appearance  of  the  bottles 
or  labels.  The  pills  were  made  up  from  a  receipt  of  Dr. 
Allan  Carr's.  The  doctor  was  very  well  known  in  the  dis- 
trict. He  sold  patent-medicines  in  connection  with  his  store 
business,  and  was  acquainted  with  Carter's  little  liver-pills. 
When  he  was  apprenticed  with  the  firm  he  used  to  make  up 
the  pills  ;  but  subsequently  their  manufacture  was  entrusted 
to  Richardson's,  of  Leicester. 

By  Mr.  Byrne  :  The  pills  varied  in  size  to  a  small  extent. 
According  to  the  recipe  they  would  be  hardly  3-grain  size. 
Whether  they  were  made  up  hard  or  soft  would  make  a  - 
difference  in  the  size.    The  pills  were  first  sold  in  penny- 
worths, and  small  pill-boxes  were  used.     When  sold  in 
bottles  the  price  was  Is.    He  had  not  sold  any  at  6d  and  ' 
9d.    In  the  early  days  people  used  to  ask  for  "  little  liver-  - 
pills,"  "liver- pills,"  or  "hen"  and  "chicken."    (Laughter.)  • 
The  pills  were  called  "  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills"  fronv 
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the  commencement — certainly  since  1869,  when  he  joined 
the  defendant's  firm. 

Mrs.  Carr,  wife  of  the  defendant,  said  she  first  heard  of 
the  little  livar-pills  in  1875.  Pills  were  frequently  given  to 
Lier  and  members  of  her  family  by  the  defendant.  She  had 
heard  the  terms  "  hen  "  and  "  chicken  "  used  in  connection 
with  the  pills.  The  "  hen  "  was  a  pink  pill  and  the  "  chicken  "a 
white  pill.  Since  her  marriage  she  had  frequently  sold  pills 
under  the  name  of  "  Dr.  Allan  Can's  little  liver-pills."  Since 
she  became  the  wife  of  the  defendant  she  had  observed  no 
■change  in  the  appearance  of  the  bottles  or  labels. 

This  concludingthe  defendant's  case  it  was  contended  on  his 
behalf  that  as  to  the  title  under  which  Carr's  pills  were 
used  there  was  very  little  doubt.  There  was  ample  evidence 
to  show  that  they  were  sold  as  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver- 
ipills  many  years  before  the  plaintiffs  commenced  business. 
That  therefore  disposed  of  the  point  that  the  defendant 
had  adopted  the  title  within  lecont  years.  The  only  other 
point  was  whether  the  defendant  had  tried  to  pass  off  his 
pills  as  Carter's,  and  as  far  as  that  was  concerned  there  was 
no  case  whatever.  The  plaintiffs'  evidence  rested  on  the 
testimony  of  three  persons  who  had  an  idea  that  they  might 
•get  Carr's  pills  instead  of  Carter's,  and  there  was  therefore 
no  question  of  deceit.  In  addition  it  was  well  to  note  that 
the  pills  were  not  in  plain  bottles,  but  distinctly  labelled, 
"  Dr.  Allan  Carr's  little  liver-pills."  It  was  plain  from  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  submitted  that  the  plaintiffs  did  not 
hope  to  succeed  in  this  case.  The  action  was  evidently 
■brought  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  cheap  advertisement. 

Mr.  Byrne,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  with  regard  to  the  last 
point  he  need  only  say  that  the  plaintiffs  did  desire  his 
Lordship's  judgment.  The  action  was  bond  fide  brought  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  too  common  practice 
of  a  tradesman  when  asked  for  one  set  of  goods  supplying 
another. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the  question 
at  issue  was  one  of  fact.  The  charge  made  by  the  plaintiffs 
against  the  defendant  was  that  he  had  attempted  to  pass  off 
his  goods  as  goods  of  their  manufacture.  It  seemed  at  one 
time  as  if  the  point  in  contest  was  whether  the  defendant 
had  taken  up  the  title  of  Dr.  Carr's  little  liver-pills  as  part 
■of  a  scheme  for  passing  off  his  goods  as  the  plaintiffs',  but 
4he  evidence  had  not  established  that.  There  was,  further, 
«ao  case  that  he  had  made  up  his  bottles,  and  the  like,  for 
■the  purposes  of  deceit.  The  real  point  turned  upon  the 
•evidence  of  the  three  witnesses,  Walton,  Skinner,  and  Ward. 
These  persons  were  evidently  employed  by  the  plaintiffs  for  the 
.purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  defendant  was  doing 
that  which  the  plaintiffs  obviously  suspected.  Ward  went 
•into  the  shop  and  asked  for  Carter's  little  liver-pills,  and 
that  there  might  be  no  mistake  about  the  matter,  he  handed 
the  defendant  a  slip  of  paper  plainly  specifying  the  pills  he 
•required.  There  was  no  controversy  that  the  defendant 
understood  what  Ward  wanted,  but  there  was  a  conflict 
between  the  two  witnesses  as  to  what  was  said.  Here  he 
had  to  decide  which  witness  had  given  his  testimony  in  a 
manner  most  acceptable  to  the  court.  If  Ward's  testimony 
was  correct,  there  was  a  plain  case  against  the  defendant  of 
attempting  to  pass  off  his  goods  as  those  of  the  plaintiffs. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  Carr's  testimony  was  to  be  accepted, 
there  was  such  an  explanation  given  at  the  time  as  would 
relieve  him  entirely  of  this  charge.  His  opinion  was  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Ward,  who  was  an  excellent  witness,  and 
whose  testimony  was  altogether  unshaken  by  cross-examin- 
ation. The  only  thing  that  could  be  said  against  him  was 
that  he  was  sent  as  a  spy.  There  were  various  kinds  of 
3pies,  and  there  were  spies  who  were  sent  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertainirg  the  truth.  Of  course  a  person  placed  in  this 
position,  who  went  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  case,  must  expect  to  have  his  testimony  closely  scrutinised 
because  there  was  a  sort  of  general  impression  that  a  man 
going  as  Ward  did  would  go  with  a  bias.  Having,  however, 
made  that  observation,  which  was  of  a  general  character,  he 
still  remained  of  the  opinion  that  Ward  was  an  excellent 
witness  and  gave  his  testimony  in  a  most  straightforward  way. 
He  was,  however,  bound  to  say  that  in  some  respects  Mr.  Carr's 
testimony  was  not  satisfactory.  There  was  a  certain  eagerness 
on 'his  part  to  state  the  conversation  which  he  said  took 
place  in  the  shop,  and  he  gave  variations  of  that  conversa- 
tion. It  was  evident  to  him  that,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the, 
defendant  had  drawn  upon  his  inv  entive  powers,  but  without 


discussing  needlessly  this  matter  he  held  that  as  between  the 
two  witnesses  Ward  was  the  more  trustworthy,  and  that  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned  a  case  had  been  made  out 
against  Mr.  Carr.  That  one  case  of  itself  was  sullicient 
to  justify  the  Court  in  granting  an  injunction. 
He  might  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion 
if  Mr.  Carr's  conduct  with  reference  to  Walton 
and  Skinner's  case  had  been  straightforward  and  that  which 
every  honest  tradesman  should  adopt  in  a  case  of  this  kind. 
If  a  tradesman  was  asked  for  the  goods  of  a  competitor  he 
might  answer  that  he  had  not  tiie  goods,  but  he  had  goods 
which  were  of  a  more  excellent  or  equally  excellent  quality  ; 
but  he  must  be  careful.  If  he  was  dealing  with  Walton  and 
Skinner's  case  alone,  there  might  be  something  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Carr,  although  he  might  express  an  opinion 
that  his  conduct  was  not  of  the  highest  order.  However, 
the  Court  in  dealing  as  between  customer  and  tradesman 
could  not  insist  upon  a  high  standard.  Had  then  those  two 
cases  stood  alone,  Mr.  Carr's  defence  would  have  been 
accepted.  Taking  them,  however,  in  connection  with  Ward's 
case,  he  thought  he  ought  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
case  had  been  made  out  against  the  defendant,  and  that  an 
injunction  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  Byrne  said  the  form  of  the  injunction  would  be 
restraining  the  defendant,  his  servants  or  agents  from  selling 
or  advertising  for  sale  any  pills  not  manufactured  or  supplied 
by  the  plaintiffs  so  as  to  represent  or  induce  the  belief  that 
such  pills  were  in  effect  manufactured  or  supplied  by  the 
plaintiffs. 

His  Lordship  said  the  injunction  would  be  granted,  with 
costs. 


Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons  sends  us  the  following  note 
dated  March  1,  1894:— 

"  With  reference  to  the  statement  by  Mr.  Walter  Carr, 
'  that  we  had  made  the  pills  in  question  since  1884,'  we  stock 
some  millions  of  different  kinds  of  pills,  some  of  which  we 
have  supplied  to  Mr.  Carr,  but  we  have  never,  to  our 
knowledge,  sold  him  any  pills  made  to  a  special  formula 
of  his." 


MARRIAGE. 

Moysey — Sims.— On  February  15,  at  St.  John's,  Portsea, 
by  the  Rev.  H.  Lindsay  Young,  M.A.,  Vicar,  Alfred  Henry 
Moysey,  Engineer  R.N.,  son  of  John  Moysey,  Fleet  Engineer 
R.N.,  to  Frances  Elizabeth  Sims,  second  daughter  of  W.  J. 
Sims,  chemist,  Queen's  Road,  Buckland,  Portsmouth. 


DEATHS. 

Parker.— On  February  7,  Peter  Theodore  Parker,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Adwalton,  Yorks.    Aged  44. 

Raykoe. — On  February  6,  Charles  Thomas  Raynor,  che- 
mist and  druggist,  of  Derby.    Aged  44. 

Rees. — On  January  31,  Davies  Rees,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Bridgend,  Glam.    Aged  35. 

Rose. — On  February  17,  Alexander  Rose,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Glasgow. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Fenner,  A.  J.,  and  Paterson,  D.  J.,  under  the  style  of  A.  J.  F enner 

&  Co.,  Bradford,  near  Manchester,  and  Attercliffe,  Sheffield,  chemical- 
ma  mifaeturers. 

Fox,  J.  A.,  and  Evershed,  A.  R.  F.,  under  the  stylo  of  Drs.  Fox  & 
Evershed,  Penzance,  medical  practitioners. 

Wort,  G.  W.,  Wort,  E.  W.,  Wort,  S.,  and  Mott,  S.  E.,  under  the 
style  of  the  Victoria  Scotch  Soda  Manufacturing  Company,  Rosebank 
Road,  St.  Stephen's  Road,  Bow,  E.,  soda-manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudication. 

Perkins,  Frank,  Harrogate,  chemist  and  druggist.  ... 
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Crabc  St0i.es. 


Messes.  E.  Mabbiott  k  Co.,  of  Hastings,  have  brought  out 
.-a  new  concave  shield  comforter.  What  is  the  concave  shield 
for?  mothers  may  ask,  and  it  is  for  chemists  to  reply  that 
'it  preserves  pretty  baby  mouths,  in  other  words,  retains  the 
natural  shape  of  the  lips.  There  are  other  good  features 
about  the  teat,  e  g.,  it  is  made  of  vegetable  ivory,  has  a  tiny 
cattle  inside  it,  and  the  teat  is  absolutely  secure,  so  that 
•.neither  baby  nor  anybody  else  can  draw  it  out. 

Messes.  C.  H.  Glovee  &  Co.,  of  the  Hatcham  Saw  Mills, 
-*S.E.,  have  published  an  amusing  pamphlet,  entitled  "  More 
Old  Saws  and  New."    It  deals  incidentally  with  their  various 

van  boxes  for  aerated  waters,  crates,  &c.    We  quote  the 

following  curious  calculation  from  it : — 

If  all  the  mineral-water  bottles  used  in  one  year  only  in  London  were 
^placed  end  to  end  they  would  form  a  triple  line  that  would  extend  along  the 
.entire  coast-line  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  would  still  leave 
-over  enough  to  put  a  single  straight  line  from  John  o'  Groats  to  Land's  End. 

Messrs.  Glover  are  also  makers  of  very  cheap  and  convenient 
nested  boxes  for  packing  bottles  of  medicines,  &c,  in. 

The  Anglo-Ameeican  Dbtjg  Company  (Limited)  make 
an  important  announcement  this  week  in  reference  to  their 
Mrs.  Winslow's  soothing-syrup.  In  order  to  remove  ex- 
aggerated misapprehensions  they  state  that  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  morphia  contained  in  this  preparation  is  ^  grain 
to  the  ounce,  which  makes  the  maximum  dose  ^g  grain. 
The  most  malignant  opponents  of  proprietary  medicines 
-must  admit  with  satisfaction  that  this  announcement  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  may  add  that  since  the 
decision  in  the  chlorodyne  case  this  company  has  frankly 
.accepted  that  interpretation  of  the  law  as  applicable  to 
their  article,  and  by  duly  labelling  it  has  done  what  it  could 
to  discourage  the  sale  of  it  by  other  than  registered  dealers. 

Messes.  F.  Dabton  k  Co.,  of  St.  John  Street,  Clerken well, 
have  taken  the  agency  here  for  an  American  invention  called 
the  "  Photoret,"  which  is  certainly  the  most  ingenious  snap- 
shot camera  yet  introduced.  It  is  of  the  size  and  shape  and 
appearance  of  an  old-fashioned  silver  watch.    It  is  charged 


"with  a  film,  and  touching  a  spring  will  take  an  instantaneous 
photograph  of  any  object  within  range.  The  "  photettes  " 
thus  produced  are  about  §  inch  square  each,  and  the 
apparatus  is  constructed  for  taking  six  before  recharging. 
By  an  ingenious  "  magic  pocket  dark-room "  the  reloading 
can  be  done  in  the  open-air.  The  machine  complete  retails 
■at  10s.  6d.  As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  that  Messrs. 
Barclay  k  Sons,  Limited,  are  also  agents  for  this  novelty. 

Pbotecting  Retailers.— As  British  agents  for  Gerau- 
del's  pastilles,  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson  intimate  in  a 
circular-letter  just  issued,  that  they  have  made  great  efforts 
•to  maintain  the  retail  selling  price  throughout  the  trade 
-at  1*.  as  a  minimum.  [We  have  not  previously  heard  of 
sShese  efforts,  and  we  are  not  now  informed  what  they  were.] 


"  With  the  large  dealers,  co-operative  stores,  &c,  success  in 
our  endeavour  seemed  assured,  and  we  looked  forward  with 
satisfaction  to  the  result  of  our  efforts  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
retail  chemists."  They  have  found,  however,  with  regret,  that 
a  large  number  of  retailers  have  insisted  upon  cutting  prices 
to  10^d.  or  lid.,  and  they  have  discovered,  therefore,  that  the 
price  of  Is.  as  a  minimum  cannot  be  maintained  in  the  face 
of  the  opposition  of  those  unwilling  to  work  on  such  a  plan, 
or  without  the  practical  co-operation  of  t  he  whole  trade. 

This  strikes  us  as  somewhat  weak.  Proprietors  can  main- 
tain a  minimum  retail  price  for  their  articles  if  they  care 
to  take  the  trouble  and  risk  of  doing  so.  They  can  either 
adopt  Elliman's  plan  of  refusing  to  supply  anyone  who  will 
not  agree  to  sell  at  the  fixed  rate,  or  they  can  follow  the 
more  recent  Pepsalia  plan  of  giviDg  a  special  discount  on 
receipt  of  invoice  to  those  retailers  who  will  consent,  and  in 
doing  this  they  can  make  their  price,  say,  lis.  6d  per  dozen, 
if  the  minimum  retail  price  is  to  be  Is ,  which  will  check  all 
but  the  most  bloodthirsty  cutters.  If  they  do  not  choose  to 
adopt  either  of  these  courses  they  are  not  quite  justified  in 
taking  to  themselves  the  credit  of  having  done  all  they  can 
for  retailers. 

Ophthalmic  Tabloids  and  Test  Types. — In  no  class  of 
medication  have  tabloids  been  found  more  advantageous 
than  for  the  administration  of  powerful  remedies  in  diseases 
and  affections  of  the  eye.  In  the  pretty  little  waistcoat- 
pocket  case  of  ophthalmic  tabloids  got  up  by  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., a  series  of  tubes  of  nine  medicines, 
such  as  atropine,  cocaine,  eserine,  pilocarpine  and  combina- 
tions of  these,  is  contained  ;  also  a  tinv  glass  mortar  for  use  if 


hydrarg.  perchlor.  or  boracic  acid  (both  of  which  are 
also  included)  has  to  be  applied,  aad  an  ophthalmic 
tabloid  holder  suggested  by  Dr.  Ward  Cousins,  with  which 
the  other  tabloids  can  be  readily  placed  into  the  conjunctiva 
with^no  discomfort  to  the  patient.  The  tabloids  in  these  cases 


are  tiny  discs  of  the  thickness  of  notepaper  only,  and  they 
are  readily  soluble.  The  set  complete  in  the  case  is  supplied 
for  7s.  6d.  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &;  Co.  have  made 
the  equipment  more  complete  by  supplying  besides  in  a  neat 
case  a  series  of  test  types  and  a  chromatic  dial,  also  devised 
by  Dr.  Ward  Cousins,  for  testing  the  sight  and  the  accuracy 
of  the  colour  vision.  These  are  shown  in  the  engraving  above. 


The  Chemists'  and  Deuggists'  Diaey  for  1894  has 
been  received.  The  coming  of  this  annual  visitor  is  always 
awaited  with  interest,  and  this  year  it  is  superior  to  those  of 
the  past.  The  legal  and  other  departments  are  replete  with 
information  of  great  value  to  pharmacists,  especially  the 
"  Answers  to  Correspondents,"  a  collection  of  formula}  written 
in  reply  to  subscribers  during  the  last  seven  years.— Montreal 
Pharmaceutical  Journal.  1 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers : — should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  mid 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many'articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C  ,  March  1. 

SINCE  last  week  a  very  fair  trade  lias  been  doing  in  our 
drug  and  chemical  markets,  and  generally  business  ap- 
years  to  be  improving  somewhat  both  in  the  home- trade  and 
in  the  export.  One  good  feature  in  the  market  is  that  the 
purchases  from  the  United  States  remain  comparatively 
large.  Within  the  last  few  days  100  packages  of  ipecacuanha 
and  50  k  gs  of  aloes  have  been  despatched  from  our  ware- 
houses to  New  York,  besides  a  considerable  assortment  of 
other  drugs.  Last  summer  the  Americans  flooded  us  with 
goods,  which  had  temporarily  become  unsaleable  there  on  ac- 
count of  the  want  of  ready  money,  now  they  are  buying  back 
steadily.  To-day's  drug-sales  were  exceedingly  lengthy,  but 
a  fair  proportion  of  the  goods  offered  were  sold  in  some 
cases  at  satisfactory  prices,  though  many  of  the  staple 
drugs  still  fail  to  show  an  improvement.  Socotrine  and 
Cape  aloes  are  \  oth  easier,  and  a  forced  sale  of  castor  oil 
has  brought  down  the  price  of  the  article.  Sumatra  benzoin 
has  had  a  fall  from  the  high  quotations  recently  obtained, 
but  on  the  other  hand  Siam  gum  sold  at  exceptionally  high 
rates.  All  kinds  of  bees'  wax  remain  dear,  and  sell  with  excel- 
lent competi'ion;  of  castorum  the  same  may  be  said.  Musk 
and  rhubarb  are  quite  neglected,  myrrh  is  slightly  easier,  and 
gamboge  was  about  10s.  lower  to-day.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  private  buying  in  jalap,  ergot  of  rye  and  ipecacuanha, 
all  these  diugs  beingjmarked  higher  ;  asafoetida  also  sells  at 
improved  rates  for  good  qualities.  The  camphor-market 
seems  to  be  breaking  down  entirely,  and  lower  figures  rule 
all  round.  Cardamoms,  cascara,  orange-peel,  senna,  and 
Japan  wax  remain  steady  ;  buchu-leaves  show  a  slight  im- 
provement ;  cascarilla  was  slightly  dearer  to-day.  Cod- 
liver  oil  and  opium  continue  for  the  moment  to  im- 
prove. In  chemicals  there  are  few  changes ;  quinine 
is  slightly  easier ;  cream  of  tartar,  tartaric  acid,  and 
citric  acid  remain  unaltered ;  nitrate  of  soda  is 
firm  and  dearer,  but  chlorate  of  potash  dull  of 
sale ;  there  is  a  good  demand  for  alkalies  generally, 
and  bleaching-powder  in  hard-wood  casks  is  in  demand. 
Nearly  all  tar  products  are  very  much  neglected,  and  tending 
towards  lower  rates.  The  large  auction  of  Java  cinchona  in 
Amsterdam  to-day  has  resulted  in  an  advance  of  about 
10  per  cent.  Shellac  is  somewhat  higher.  The  Bank  rate 
remains  at  2  per  cent.,  and  bar  silver  has  fallen  to  Zl^d. 
per  oz.  on  the  spot,  while  June  is  quoted  at  21-^d. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-trade. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent  writes  under  date  of  Febru- 
ary 27 : — Our  drug-market,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
departments,  has  been  vety  quiet  this  week.  Of  Calabar 
beans  large  quantities  have  changed  hands,  70  bags  selling 
at  2d.,  and  30  bags  afterwards  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Three- 
pence is  now  asked.  In  Fenugreek  seed  further  sales  of 
brown  Egyptian  have  been  made  at  an  advance  of  10s.  per 
ton  in  5- ton  lots — namely,  11.  10s.  per  ton.  Sales  of  African 
ginger  have  been  made  during  the  week  at  33s.  for  good  new 
crop,  but  later  on  200  bags  sold  at  30s.  6d.  to  31s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  For  a  parcel  of  good  green  Jaborandi- leaves  there  were 
no  bids  at  auction.  Oil  {Castor) :  The  downward  tendency 
of  silver  has  been  felt  in  this  article,  and  the  value  for  good 


seconds  Calcutta  has  declined  to  2\<l .  per  lb.,  at  which  large 
sales  have  been  made.  Twenty  bags  Guinea  grains  just 
arrived  were  sold  at  20s.,  ex- quay,  and  6  bags  Chilian  beeswax, 
mixed  yellow  and  grey,  sold  with  competition  up  to 
11.  10s.  Gambia  nax  realised  6/.  17s.  6d.  for  a  parcel  of 
12  ballots.  Canary  seed  is  flat,  and  fair  average  quality  is 
selling  at  43s.  per  qr.  A  limited  business  has  been  done  in 
Gum  acacia  (Soudan  sorts)  at  41s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
hard.  The  demand,  generally  speaking,  is  moderate,  but 
prices  are  steady. 

The  New  York  Drug  Market. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  writes,  under  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 14  : — The  week  has  been  devoid  of  any  very  special 
interest  in  the  general  drug  market.  A  lot  of  asafietida,  and1 
also  some  ipecacuanha,  Bent  over  from  Europe,  has  been  re- 
jected by  the  Customs  authorities  as  not  being  fit  for  im- 
portation. The  importers  of  these  lots  naturally  object  that 
this  decision  means  considerable  loss  and  inconvenience  to 
them.  They  say  that  the  matter  will  be  brought,  before  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  that  a  fight  will  be  made  on  it.  But  if 
it  can  be  proved  that  the  quality  was  below  standard  (and 
the  Customs  claim  that  it  was),  the  officers  will  no  doubt  be 
sustained.  Balsam  copaiba  is  dull  at  this  moment,  but  firmly 
held  at  33c  to  34c.  for  Central  American,  and  35c.  for  Park. 
Peru  is  dull  and  easy  at  #1.40  to  #1.50.  Cascara  sagrada 
has  sold  in  a  large  way  at  firm  figures,  and  the  feeling  is  very 
strong  at  5|c.  to  6c,  good  thin  Southern  bark  commanding 
the  higher  figure.  Cocaine  hydrochlorate  has  advanced  to 
$5.10  in  oz. -vials,  or  #5.50  in  100-oz.  lots.  Codeia  has  ad- 
vanced in  sympathy  with  opium,  and  is  now  quoted  at  #4.25 
in  bulk,  and  #4.50  in  vials.  Opium  has  followed  the  foreign, 
market  in  its  upward  movement,  and  is  quoted  at  #3  to 
#3.10.  Quinine  jobs  with  a  fair  degree  of  activity,  but 
enough  was  purchased  just  before  the  last  rise  in  pi  ice  to 
make  a  perceptible  diminution  of  the  orders  for  some  time. 
Angostura  tonca  beans  bring  #1.50  to  #2,  and  Par  an 
35c.  to  57 ^c.  Jaborandi-leaves  are  somewhat  easier,  and 
while  first  hands  quote  25c,  it  is  reported  that  purchases 
can  be  made  of  goods  now  on  the  way  at  20c.  to  arrive. 
Coca-leaves  are  being  freely  inquired  for,  and,  as  supplies  are 
not  heavy,  there  is  a  growiDg  firmness  in  the  market. 
Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  quoted  at  9|c,  and  it  is  reported 
that  some  export  orders  are  in  this  market.  The  Siguranca 
is  in  port,  from  the  Mexican  coast,  with  26  bales  of  sarsa- 
parilla and  849  bags  of  chicle  gum.  HGH  Peppermint  oil  is- 
dull  and  heavy,  at  #2  80  to  #2.85. 

The  Smyrna  Opium  Market. 

Our  correspondent's  report  for  the  current  week  is  more- 
buoyant  than  ever.  He  wires  as  follows  on  Tuesday  night : 
— "  Extensive  purchases  of  opium  have  been  made  for 
account  of  American  operatois.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
alone  400  cases  changed  hands  at  prices  equal  to  the  parity 
of  lis.  per  lb.,  f.o.b  ,  for  fair  current  manufacturing  opium. 
This  is  a  decline  of  about  6d.  per  lb.  as  compared  with  last 
week's  sales,  but  now  that  this  large  quantity  has  been, 
taken  out  of  the  market  the  position  is  again  hardening. 

The  Amsterdam  Cinchona  Auctions. 

Our  correspondent,  telegraphing  this  evening,  reports  that, 
out  of  nearly  5,000  bales  Java  cinchona  which  passed  th& 
hammer  to-day  3,746  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  4£c.  per 
half-ki'o  (  =  from  \A.  to  ~d.  per  lb.),  showing  an  advance  oi; 
fully  10  per  cent,  on  the  last  sales.  The  chief  buyers  were 
the  Auer bach-factory,  Mr.  Gustav  Briegleb,  and  the  Bruns- 
wick, Mannheim  (Amsterdam),  and  Frankfort  Works.  The 
following  was  the  range  of  prices  :  Manufacturing  barks  in 
quills,  chips,  and  crushed  bark,  from  8c.  to  38^0.  (=  l^d.  to 
&l<l.  per  lb.)  ;  ditto  root,  from  12c.  to  31JC.  (=  2±rf.  to  b\d^ 
per  lb.) ;  druggists'  quills  and  chips,  from  12£c.  to  72c' 
(=  2\d.  to  \Zd.  per  lb.).] 

An  Opium- gambler  "Working"  Congress. 

The  New  York  Shipping  List  is  responsible  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  decision  of  Congress  to  take  opium  out  of  tho 
free  list  of  the  new  Tariff  Bill,  and  make  it  dutiable  at  the 
rate  of  #1  per  lb.,  is  due  to  the  successful  "  lobbying"  of  a. 
speculator  not  formerly  associated  with  the  business.  Ac- 
cording to  our  contemporary,  the  removal  of  opium  from  thfe 
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free  list  was  quite  unexpected  by  the  drug-trade,  and  no 
particular  reason  is  discoverable  why  the  drug  should  be 
singled  out  for  such  treatment.  "  It  appears,"  the  account 
proceeds,  "that  the  gentleman  in  question  has  considerable 
influence  with  members  of  the  House  of  representatives, 
and  having  in  view  a  speculative  venture  in  opium,  he  made 
the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  realise  the  importance  of 
placing  that  article  on  the  dutiable  list.  As  the  Wilson  Bill 
has  passed  the  House,  this  same  manipulator  is  now  working 
(sic /)  the  Senate,  and  he  seems  to  be  confident  that  his 
views  will  also  be  adopted  by  that  Branch  of  Congress. 
There  is  practically  no  opposition  to  the  duty,  as  morphia 
is  protected  correspondingly,  and  it  is  immaterial  to  the 
importers,  apparently,  whether  crude  opium  is  free  or 
dutiable  ;  being  holders  of  opium,  they  would  be  benefitted 
to  the  extent  of  the  duty  when  the  tariff  question  is  settled. 
When  the  proposition  was  first  made  to  Congress  the  specu- 
lator attempted  to  control  by  cable  the  bulk  of  the  available 
supplies  in  Smyrna  testing  above  9  per  cent.,  and  it  is  now 
claimed  that  he  has  succeeded  in  engineering  an  extensive 
deal.  The  purchases  have  already  netted  a  prospective 
profit,  on  account  of  the  advance  in  price,  and  if  the  tariff 
on  opium  goes  through,  the  party  who  has  been  operating 
single-handed  will  leap  a  rich  harvest  from  his  few  months' 
work.  The  present  deal  is  considered  the  most  important  ever 
undertaken  in  the  opium  trade,  and  far  exceeds  the  cam- 
paigns of  former  years  in  rtsults." 


Aconite. — For  good  small  Japanese  root  21s.  per  cwt.  is 
asked. 

Aloes. — All  varieties  are  neglected.  Cape  aloes  is  again 
about  6r2.  per  cwt.  lower,  42  boxes  selling  at  21s.  per  cwt. 
to-day  (one  lot  at  21s.  6d.)  for  good  hard,  and  at  19s.  per 
cwt.  for  drossy.  Of  Curasao  aloes  76  boxes  were  offered,  of 
which  51  sold  at  from  14s.  down  to  10s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary 
dark  partly  capey  to  low  dark.  Ten  casks  of  good  hard 
genuine  Socotrine  brought  72s  6d.  per  cwt.,  which  shows  a 
decline  of  about  5s.  Another  parcel  of  Socotrine  aloes  from 
Bombay  was  bought  in.  Aloes  in  skins  was  not  offered 
to-day. 

Ambergris. — Eleven  ounces  sold  to-day  at  100s.  per  ' oz. 
for  good  colour  and  flavour,  and  from  52s.  6d.  to  85s.  for 
rather  dark  to  medium.  Prices  are  gradually  becoming 
easier. 

Anise. — Steadily  held,  with  some  slight  tendency  towards 
higher  rates.  Ordinary  dusty  and  stony  to  good  sifted  runs 
from  24s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  Forty  bags  of  fair  quality  were 
shown  to-day  and  are  held  for  25s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto. — The  market  is  now  well  stocked,  but  buyers 
are  scarce.  Good  bright  Seed  may  be  had  at  5d.  per  lb.,  but 
the  whole  of  the  supply  offered  to-day  was  bought  in,  except 
a  bag  of  common  seed,  from  Bombay,  which  sold  at  Id.  per  lb. 
There  were  17  lbs.  of  this. 

Asafcetida. — There  have  been  several  heavy  arrivals 
lately  and  more  are  still  coming  in,  but  as  this  is  the  usual 
time  for  the  arrival  of  the  new  crop  it  does  not  follow  that 
prices  are  likely  to  fall ;  in  fact,  at  to-day's  auction,  when 
320  cases  were  offered,  good  and  fine  qualities  were  strongly 
competed  for  at  an  advance  of  from  5s.  to  10s.  per  cwt.  ; 
but  the  low  grades,  which  come  mostly  from  Bombay,  are 
practically  unsaleable,  chiefly  because  they  are  no  longer 
admitted  into  the  United  States.  About  120  cases  sold  up 
to  120s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  loose  pale  yellow  almonds,  partly 
sandy  ;  sottish  almondy  block,  slightly  drossy,  brought  90s. 
to  95s.  ;  soft  almondy,  partly  dark,  block  from  84s.  to  87s. ; 
and  pinky  and  grey  block,  partly  loose,  almonds,  rather 
sandy,  bright  from  71s.  to  72s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. —  The  parcel  of  5  kegs  Maracaibo 
balsam  just  imported,  bright  liquid  thin  yellow,  sold  cheaply 
to-day  at  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  H\d.  per  lb.  Other  lots  were  bought 
in,  Maranham  at  Is.  8d.,  fair  Cartagena  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu. — One  shilling  is  the  price  asked  for  this 
article. 

Benzoin.— Of  Siam  gum  12  cases  of  good  small  to 
medium  almonds  in  block,  partly  loose,  were  offered  to-day. 
This  variety  has  not  been  imported  now  for  about  two  years, 
and  competition  was  very  keen,  the  parcel  selling  at  an 


irregular  advance  of  from  11.  to  31.  per  cwt ,  the  first  lot 
realised  11/.  7s.  6d.,  but  for  the  last  14/.  2s.  6d.  had  to  be 
paid.  For  small  siftings,  dull  of  colour  in  block.  115s.  was 
paid.  Sumatra  gum  of  medium  quality  was  in  good  supply, 
139  cases  being  shown,  of  which  56  were  knocked  down  at  a 
decline  of  from  10s.  to  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. — good  seconds, 
small  to  bold  pale  almonds,  slightly  false-packed  tops  and 
bottoms,  8Z.  to  8/.  5s. ;  fair  seconds,  small  almonds,  false- 
packed  sides,  100s.  ;  and  ordinary  seconds,  with  almondy 
centres,  but  very  false-packed,  from  85s.  to  87s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Of  Palembang  gum  several  new  parcels  were  shown,  but  only 
8  cases  sold,  at  35s.  for  fair  almondy  quality. 

Buchu. — Eleven  bales  out  of  a  parcel  of  18  sold  at  from, 
3\d.  to  Z§d.  for  good  bright  round  green  leaves  ;  this  is  about 
\d.  above  the  last  auction  rates. 

Calumba.— Very  slow  of  sals;  lCs.  was  lefused  to-day 
for  dark  grey  root. 

Camphor  (Crude). — The  market  has  long  been  unsettled, 
and  although  lower  prices  were  constantly  quoted  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  reliable  figures.  To-day  the  position  was' 
cleared  to  some  extent  by  the  sale  "  without  reserve "  of 
76  cases  China  camphor  of  good  quality.  The  first  bid  was 
85s.,  and  at  87s.  this  lot  was  knocked  down.  The  others 
then  followed  at  from  87s.  to  91s.  per  cwt.,  a  drop  of  from. 
4s.  to  8s.  per  cwt.  on  the  nominal  price.  When  the  sale  was 
completed  the  broker  announced  that  he  had  100  cases  more 
to  sell,  but  there  were  no  further  buyers.  Afterwards 
another  lot  of  6  cases  China  camphor  sold  at  84s.  per  cwt. 
We  hear  that  privately  business  has  been  done  from  84s. 
down  to  79s.,  c  i.f.,  and  now  it  is  possible  to  buy  at  79s. 
c.i.f.  for  March-April  shipment.  Japan  camphor  was  offer- 
ing at  105s ,  c.i.f.,  but  less  would  now  probably  be  taken. 

Canary-seed  is  for  the  present  without  demand.  The 
nominal  quotations  are  46s.  to  47s.  6d.  for  Turkish  from) 
47s.  to  57s.  6d.  for  Moroccan  and  about  67s  per  464  lbs.  for 

Spanish. 

Canella  Alba. — Five  barrels  nice  bright  pale  quill  wero 
bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt.  The  owner  refused  to  accept  a 
bid  of  30s.  per  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Green  tops  (of  which  there  were- 
none  in  to-day's  sales)  are  nominally  held  for  4<2.  per  lb.  i 
33  robbins  brown  siftings  sold  cheaply  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Cantharides.—  Chinese  flies  are  about  \d.  cheaper  - 
3  cases  small  and  rather  dusty  selling  at  IQd.  to  l§\d. 
per  lb. 

Caraway. — Ordinary  grades  are  in  fair  demand ;  from. 
25s.  to  26s.  per  cwt.,  being  the  quotation  for  Russian,  and 
from  28s.  to  29s.  per  cwt.  for  Dutch  seed. 

Cardamoms. — In  moderately  large  supply;  about  140' 
boxes  being  offered,  of  which  about  one-third  part  sold  at 
firm  rates.  Ceylon- Mysore  medium  to  bold  full  pale,  3s.  to 
3s.  'Id.  •  medium  size,  2s.  8d.  to  2s.  9d.  ;  small  pale,  Is.  lOd.  to 
2s.  Id.  ;  small  yellow,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9d. ;  brownish,  Is.  6d.  to' 
Is.  8d.  ;  small  long  gray,  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  lOd .  ;  brown  partly 
split  and  specky,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  8d.  Ceylon-Malabar,  good 
medium  pale,  Is.  lid.  ;  small,  Is.  Id. ;  small  to  medium  round' 
brownish,  Is.  lid. ;  small  and  lean  ditto,  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id. 
Seed,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Messrs.  John  Moss  &  Co.  write: — 
"The  statement  under  this  heading  in  your  last  market 
report  is  literally  correct,  but  is  so  expressed  as  to  intimate 
that  there  will  be  a  further  fall  in  price.  This  may  or  may 
not  be  so  ;  but  considerably  more  than  half  the  shipment  is 
for  ourselves,  and  being  new  crop,  like  the  other  recent 
arrivals  in  London,  it  will  not  be  placed  on  the  market,  bub 
taken  into  store  to  mature."  Naturally,  the  withdrawal  of  a, 
considerable  quantity  of  the  bark  from  the  market,  for  the 
present  at  any  rate,  will  tend  to  strengthen  the  position  of 
the  drug,  but  the  shipment  our  correspondents  refer  to  is 
only  one  out  of  several,  and  it  has  been  the  general  experience 
in  this  article  that  arrivals  after  a  time  of  moderate  scarcity 
succeed  each  other  quickly.  The  first  sign  of  new  shipments- 
of  this  kind  usually  knocks  the  bottom  out  of  the  market 
altogether.  Several  lots  were  offered  at  the  auctions,  but  no 
change  in  price  can  be  reported  ;  for  good  bright  silvery 
thin  bark  24s.  6d.  is  asked,  but  3d.  less  would  probably  tw 
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accepted.  A  lot  of  8  bales  thick  and  very  dark  bark  brought 
23s.  6d.,  which  is  a  good  price  considering  the  position. 

Cascabilla  is  rather  firmer  ;  40  bales  were  offered 
to-day,  and  were  mostly  sold  at  35*.  for  medium,  partly 
good  bright  silvery  quill,  and  34s.  6d.  for  small  twigs,  the 
'better  grade  being  comparatively  cheap. 

Cassia  Fistula.— Further  arrivals  of  East  Indian  pods 
■/via  Holland)  sold  at  21s.  for  fair  quality. 

Castorum. — A  rather  considerable  quantity  was  offered  to- 
day, and  partly  disposed  of,  with  good  competition,  at  high 
prices.    Of  about  76  lbs.  Alaska  castorum  (via  New  York 

-and  Quebec),  7  lbs.  sold  at  60s.  per  lb.  for  fair  to  39s.  for 
very  low  pickings.  This  quality  is  much  inferior  to  the 
Canadian  drug,  of  which  121  lbs.  were  offered.    This  was 

.all  sold  at  100s.  to  112s.  per  lb.  (subject  to  approval)  for 
fair  partly  damp  thirds  and  seconds  mixed.  A  few  other 
lots,  altogether  about  15  lbs.,  remained  unsold. 

Chiretta. — For  fair  sound  quality  4<Z.  per  lb.  is  asked, 
'but  there  were  no  bids  to-day. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — A  parcel  of  4  jars  of  German  make 
(B  &  S  brand)  was  advertised  for  sale  without  reserve  to- 
day, but  no  attempt  was  made  to  dispose  of  it.  The  drug  is 
-somewhat  discoloured. 

Cinchona. — Of  South  American  barks  only  a  few  lots 
were  offered  to-day.  Thirteen  bales  so-called  flat  Calisaya, 
bold  bright  pieces,  were  bought  in  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  (the 
owner  asks  Is.  Id.  per  lb.),  and  2  bales  very  damaged  old 
Maracaibo  were  bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb.  For  a  parcel 
■of  6  bales  bold  flat  damaged  very  dark  Calisaya  from 
Hamburg,  the  high  price  of  from  Is.  bd.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 
was  paid. 

Coca-leaves. — Fair  but  broken  and  thin  green  Truxillo 
3s  were  bought  in  at  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  ;  but  2  bales 
rather  ordinary  sold  at  Q\d.  to-day. 

Codeia.— The  manufacturers  still  seem  to  be  full  of  orders 
-and  to  have  some  difficulty  in  delivering  ;  their  price  is  about 
14s.  per  oz. 

Colocynth. — Good  bright  pale  rather  seedy  Turkey  apple 
is  held  for  Is.,  but  one  lot  of  very  broken  shrivelled  apples 
(8  cases)  sold  at  9^.  per  lb.,  showing  a  fairly  steady  market. 

Croton-seed. — Very  little  is  offering  at  present,  and  good 
•quality  would  probably  realise  a  high  price. 

Cubebs. — Cultivated  berries  are  arriving  freely  in  Amster- 
dam, and  are  being  offered  there  at  the  equivalent  of  about 
75s.  per  cwt. ;  but  no  buyers  can  be  found  williDg  to  pay 
this  price.  The  demand  here  remains  very  slack,  and  at  the 
tpublic  sales  to-day  70  bags  were  all  bought  in,  a  bid  of  45s. 
tor  a  lot  of  small  dusty  and  slightly  stalky  berries,  which  are 
iheld  at  50s.,  being  rejected.  Privately  sales  of  good  quality 
have  been  made  at  50s. 

Cumin-seed  has  somewhat  declined  in  price  lately.  The 
•quotations  for  fine  Maltese,  seed  still  run  nominally  from 
36s.  to  38s  per  cwt.,  but  to  effect  sales  lower  prices  would 
probably  have  to  be  taken.  Mogadorc  cumin  is  quoted  at 
28s.,  Italian  at  33s.  to  35s.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  25  bags 
rather  dusty  Malta  seed,  is  held  for  25s.,  but  a  bid  of  24s.  6d. 
anade  to-day  will  be  submitted.  For  another  lot  27s.  6d.  is 
asked,  while  fine  quality  was  bought  in  at  38s. 

Cuttle-fish.— The  price  has  again  declined  about  \d. 
;per  lb.,  2d.  being  accepted  for  27  packages  fair  pale  bone. 

Dragon's-blood. — Neglected.  A  few  parcels  of  good 
■quality  were  shown  to-day,  but  no  sales  were  effected. 

Ergot  of  Eye.— There  has  been  a  fair  demand  privately 
lately,  and  a  few  tons  are  reported  to  have  been  sold  at  an 
advance  in  price  of  about  Id  per  lb.  Profiting  by  this  im- 
provement, holders  of  a  few  parcels  of  old  wormy  ergot 
placed  their  goods  on  sale  "  without  reserve  "  to-day,  and 
succeeded  in  obtaining  lid.  per  lb.  for  Spanish  and  9%d  per 
lb.  for  German.  Other  lots  are  held  for  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
for  sifted  Spanish. 

Fenugreek-seed.— Thirty  bags  pale  East  Indian  fenu- 
greek-seed sold  cheaply  to-day  at  6s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Galls. — Chinese  galls  are  offering  to  arrive  at  40s.  6d.  per 
■cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  which  shows,  a  decline  in  value.  . 


Gamboge. — Good  quality  went  about  10s.  per  cwt.  lower 
at  to-day's  sales.  Of  23  cases  8  sold,  partly  blocky  pipe  of 
good  fracture,  somewhat  dull  mixed,  at  11/.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Soudan  sorts  remain  very  sluggish,  and  at 
auction  to-day  several  parcels  were  bought  in  at  from  45s.  to 
48s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality  ;  soft  partly  hard  mixed 
dusty  sorts  are  worth  about  45s.  There  is  a  parcel  of 
Gezirah  gum  on  the  market,  for  which  37s.  6//.  per  cwt.  is 
wanted,  but  buyers  do  not  care  to  pay  that  price.  Five 
casks  soft  dusty  atnbery-white  Mogador  sorts  were  bought  in 
at  40s.  per  cwt.  There  was  no  bid  at  that  figure.  Six  casks 
of  common  dull  grey  picked  gum  from  Trieste  sold  at  from 
55s.  up  to  70s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Elemi. — The  demand  is  fairly  good,  but  there  is 
only  little  offering  at  present.  None  was  shown  at  to-day's 
auctions.  The  price  is  from  35s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  according 
to  quality. 

Gum  Euphorbium.  —  "  Five  shillings  ;  any  bid  ?  One 
shilling ?"  plaintively  asked  the  broker,  offeiing,  "without 
reserve,"  6  serons  of  a  drug  described  as  "  euphorbium  ;  "  but 
answer  there  came  none,  and  the  parcel  was  withdrawn. 
The  quality  was  exceedingly  low,  the  bulk  of  the  article 
consisting  of  wood  and  dust,  and  most  of  the  parcel  was 
damaged.  For  10  cases  from  Mogador,  partly  very  dusty  and 
woody,  but  containing  some  good  gum,  25s.  per  cwt.  is 
asked. 

Gum  Guaiacum. — Fine  quality  is  not  to  be  had,  while 
common  grades  only  realise  very  low  rates.  Two  boxes  of 
this  description  brought  4(2.  per  lb.  for  dull  dusty  and  woody 
with  a  little  gum. 

Gum  (Kino). — None  was  offered  to-day ;  the  nominal 
value  is  201.  per  cwt.  for  good  East  Indian. 

Gum  Sandarach. — Seven  casks,  mostly  oil-damaged,  sold 
"  without  reserve,"  with  fair  competition,  at  41s.  to  56s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — Very  little  business  is  doing  in  any 
of  the  varieties  excepting  second  Smyrna,  for  which  11Z  10s. 
has  been  paid.  At  auction  to-day  some  fine  pale  Persian 
was  bought  in  ar.  12/.  per  cwt.  The  new  crop  has  lately 
been  arriving  pretty  freely. 

Honey. — All  kinds  are  in  good  supply  and  prices  rule  low. 
Of  Jamaica  honey  17  casks  sold  at  26s.  for  thick  brown 
liquid,  23s.  6d.  to  25s.  for  half-candied  of  dull  appearance, 
and  22s.  per  cwt.  for  thin  brown  ;  190  packages  of  Chilian, 
and  23  cases  Calif ornian  honey  were  bought  in.  For  the 
latter  (thick  golden  liquid)  40s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  last  auctions  there  has  again 
been  a  good  deal  of  private  buying,  mostly  for  America,  and 
from  4r/.  to  6d.  per  lb.  advance  upon  the  auction-quotations 
has  been  realised.  To-day  this  advance  was  fully 
maintained,  but  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  quantity 
offered  (20  serons  out  of  71)  was  sold  at  auction.  Brazilian 
root  realised  from  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  Id.  per  lb.  for  sound  good 
brown  native  picked  ;  5s.  9d.  to  6s.  3d.  for  fair  annulated  ; 
4s  to  5s.  4d.  for  very  poor  lean  damaged  to  medium.  Two 
lots  were  offered  as  "ipecacuanha"  which  could  hardly  have 
passed  muster  under  any  test.  The  one  sold,  after  some 
chaffering,  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  the  other  (which  the  buyer  of 
the  foregoing  parcel  contemptuously  described  as  "  too  low 
for  him ")  realised  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Of  26  bags  Colombian  5 
sold  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  damaged  and  spurious 
mixed. 

Jalap. — -There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  jalap 
privately  since  the  last  sales,  and  from  Is  <\d.  to  Is.  4|c/ 
per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  good  Vera  Cruz.  Of  17  bales  of 
fair  quality,  partly  small,  offered  at  auction  1  realised  that 
figure,  and  for  damaged  root  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  was  refused.  A 
parcel  of  15  bales  lean  brown  shrivelled  root  was  reported 
sold  privately.  This  afternoon,  we  are  told,  Is.  bd.  per  lb. 
has  been  paid  for  fine. 

Kola. — In  good  demand.  Fair  to  good  brown  West  Indian 
sold  readily  at  8d.  to  10^d.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Lime-juice. — Three  puncheons  West  Indian,  containing  a 
good  deal  of  suspended  vegetable  matter,  are  held  for  Is.  4cZ. 
per  gallon. 

Menthol. — Without  business,  but  tending  lower.  For  a 
parcel  of  ten  10-lb.  tins  a  bid  of  14s.  per  lb.  was  solicited 
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<So-day  without  response.  That  figure,  though,  would  probably 
•not  have  been  accepted. 

Morphia. — The  quotations  are  erratic  and  run  from  5s.  2d. 
to  5*.  4d.  per  oz.,  for  crystals  in  London,  but  second-hand 
holders  are  offering  below  these  quotations. 

Musk.— This  drug  appears  to  be  quite  neglected  at  pre- 
sent, and  sale  after  sale  passes  by  at  which  scarcely  a  single 
•caddy  changes  hands.  To-day  18  packages  first  pale 
Tonguin  pods  were  bought  in  at  70s.  for  fine  thin  blue  skin, 
■small  to  bold  well  trimmed,  and  60s.  for  blue  and  grey  skin, 
rather  damp.  A  bid  of  51s.  was  refused  for  small  to  bold 
^well-trimmed  pods,  dark  skin  and  underskin  very  wet,  and 
•one  of  40s.  for  small  pods  with  top  and  under  skin  rathei 
damp.  Of  third  pile  pods  15  packages  were  bought  in,  but 
-a  bid  of  19s.  for  wet  small  to  bold  well-trimmed  pods  with 
skin  and  underskin  will  probably  be  accepted. 

Musk-seed. — A  small  bag  of  good  brown  West  Indian 
^seed  realised  Q\d.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Myrrh. — The  easiDg-off  tendency  in  the  position  of  this 
-article  which  showed  itself  at  the  last  auctions  was  again 
(perceptible  to-day.  Of  66  packages,  24  sold  at  6/.  6s.  (subject) 

for  fine  pale  picked,  81s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  dark  picked, 
-and  68s.  to  70s.  per  cwt.  for  good  clean  siftings.  Fair 
'bright  sorts  realised  71s.,  and  for  dark  sorts  70s.  per  cwt.  is 

wanted. 

Nux  Vomica. — The  price  keeps  fairly  steady  in  spite  of 
the  recent  heavy  arrivals.  At  to-day's  auctions  200  bags 
•ordinary  dark  mouldy  seed  from  Calcutta  sold  at  7s.  6d 
^per  cwt. 

Oil  (Castor). — About  \d.  per  lb.  lower  to-day,  when 
.248  cases  fine  pale  firsts  Calcutta  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
■2%d.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — -We  hear  from  Norway  under  date  of 
February  21,  "  The  reports  from  Lofoden  are  very  dis- 
•couraging.  It  appears  we  have  arrived  at  a  period  of  small 
<3sh  with  lean  livers  (and  as  a  matter  of  course  a  fall-off  in 
iihe  yield  of  oil)  similar  to  that  of  1883  and  1884,  when 
prices  rose  to  an  enormous  height.  Up  to  date  there  have 
tbeen  caught  at  Lofoden  3,000,000  fish,  yielding  1,330  hecto- 
litres of  cod-liver  oil,  besides  3,170  hectolitres  of  livers  for  the 
production  of  cold-drawn  oils.  The  corresponding  figures  last 
year  were  2,900,000  fish,  1,914  hectolitres  cod-liver  oil,  and 
4,842  hectolitres  livers,  showing  a  decline  in  the  yield  and 
/the  fatness  of  the  livers  of  about  30  per  cent.  Stormy 
weather  is  still  prevailing  on  the  grounds,  and  fish  are  scarce. 
Prices  have  risen  considerably  during  the  last  fortnight,  and 
-a  further  rise  must  be  expected."  Buyers  should  remember, 
■however,  that  year  after  year  the  curtain  of  the  cod-fishing- 
•melodrama  rises  on  the  horrible  entrance  of  the  lean-livered 
.-spectre,  set  off  by  a  weird  background  of  elementic  wrath, 
«only  to  fall  on  the  apotheosis  of  the  prosperous  speculator  sur- 
rounded by  the  accumulated  gains  of  a  prolific  oil-harvest. 
Telegraphic  reports  received  from  Norway  this  week  con- 
tinue alarmist,  and  the  quotations  for  new  non-f  eezing  oil 
«now  run  from  75*.  to  85s.  per  barrel,  c  i.f .  terms.  There  is  no 
(longer  any  new  oil  to  be  had  at  70s.  Old  oil  may  still  be  had 
.-it  67s.  6d.  to  70s.  in  London,  however.  At  auction  to-day  41 
<oasks  of  fair  old  crop  Norwegian  oil  were  offered.  Half  of 
•the  parcel  was  reported  to  have  been  sold  privately,  the  rest 
was  withdrawn. 

Oils  (Essential) — At  to-day's  auctions  10  cases  good 
bright  Cajuput  oil  from  Singapore  were  held  for  2s.  9d.  per 
«bottle.  Of  -Eucalyptus  oil  the  usual  mixed  assortment  was 
•shown  ;  for  a  4-case  parcel  from  Sydney  Is.  per  lb.  would  be 
'taken,  but  there  was  no  higher  bid  than  6d.  per  lb.  For 
J?latypm  oil  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  asked.  For  Cinnamon  oil  from 
Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  is  asked, according  to  quality  ;  and  for  a 
.parcel  of  good  Star-anise  5s.  Id.  per  lb.  was  refused,  the 
nominal  value  being  5s.  lOd.  per  lb.  A  bid  of  Is.  per  oz.  for 
2  cases  Kananga  oil  from  Java  was  also  declined,  as  was  one 
•of  lid.  per  lb.  for  2  cases  of  American  Cedar-wood  oil,  for 
•which  the  owner  would  take  ll\d.  per  lb.  For  a  parcel  of 
-Japanese  oil  of  Peppermint  9s." 9^.  per  lb.  would  be  taken. 
There  have  lately  been  heavy  arrivals  of  Bombay  Rose  oil, 
.and  at  to-day's  auction  several  lots  were  shown,  but  all 
bought  in  at  Id.  per  oz.  for  good  quality.  Oil  of  Lemongrass 
t's  slow  of  sale  at  2d.  to  2±d.  per  lb.  American  oil  of  pepper- 
mint (HGH)  has  lately  been  sold  at  12s.  4|d.  per  lb.,  which 


shows  some  reduction  in  price.  Sandalwood  oil  is  being 
brought  down  in  price  by  competition.  English  oil  is  quoted 
at  14s.  to  14s.  6d.  per  lb ,  but  sales  have  been  made  below 
these  figures.  Cajuput  oil  is  selling  in  a  small  way  in  Amster- 
dam (the  principal  European  market)  at  the  equivalent  of 
Is.  lid  per  bottle. 

Olive  Oil. — The  home  market  remains  very  dull  at 
32s.  6d.  for  Mogadore,  and  34s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  Spanish  oil. 
In  Liverpool  the  stocks  have  been  accumulating  somewhat 
lately,  and  holders  are  anxious  to  make  progress,  but  there  is 
no  inquiry  on  the  spot.  Syrian  oil  is  quoted  there  at  31s. 
to  31s.  6d.,  Candia  at  31s.  6d.,  and  Spanish  at  32s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  In  Italy  prices  are  well  supported,  and  in  Sicily  they 
have  risen  considerably  for  early  shipment.  From  Spain 
and  Morocco  the  quotations  are  also  higher.  At  auction 
to-day  5  cases  eating-oil  from  Florence  were  offered.  For  2 
containing  each  30  small  wicker-covered  flasks  a  bid  of  10s. 
per  case  was  refused  ;  one  of  24  large  bottles  is  held  for  25s., 
and  another  of  40  tins  for  60s.  per  case. 

Opium. — In  London  business  is  still  limited  by  the 
refusal  of  holders  to  part  with  their  supplies  at  the 
present  rates.  A  small  quantity  of  fine  Smyrna  seconds 
has  changed  hands  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  some  line 
druggists'  opium  is  reported  to  have  realised  12s.  6d.  per 
lb.  For  soft  shipping  there  is  at  present  but  little  inquiry, 
but  it  is  doubttul  whether  the  best  quality  could  be 
bought  below  13s.  per  lb.  Persian  has  sold  in  a  small 
way  at  lis.  Gd.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  which  is  somewhat  dearer. 
At  auction  to-day  2  packages  old  druggists'  opium  told  at 
10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  lb.  respectively,  and  another  lot,  rather 
damp,  at  9s.  9d.  per  lb.  The  news  from  Smyrna  remains  as 
contradictory  as  ever.  One  writer  puts  the  stock  there  at 
1,350  cases,  another  at  1,750.  The  alleged  damage  to  the 
growing  crop,  too,  is  very  variously  described  ;  in  fact,  one 
correspondent  tells  us  that  it  amounts  to  a  loss  of  scarcely 
10  per  cent,  of  the  sowings,  against  20  per  cent,  in  average 
years.  Reports  from  Salonica  and  Malatia  are  also  favour- 
able. On  the  other  hand,  our  regular  correspondent  writes 
that  if  the  Americans  keep  on  the  market  any  longer  a 
further  advance  is  expected. 

Orange-peel. — Fine  bright  gelatine  strips  sold  to-day 
at  10^d.,  which  is  a  steady  price,  but  for  a  case  of  very  corn* 
mon  Malta  3hd.  per  lb.  was  accepted. 

Orris. — At  to-day's  auctions  a  parcel  of  10  bags  fair  pale 
mixed  Italian  root  was  held  for  80s.  per  cwt.,  another  lot  of 
5  bags  lair  quality  Verona  root  sold  at  65s.  per  cwt. 

Pistachio  Kernel  s  are  held  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  fair 
quality. 

Quinine. — On  Tuesday  5,000  oz.  B.  &  S.  or  Brunswick 
quinine  in  bulk  sold  at  ll^d.  per  oz.  in  the  second  hand. 
That  is  the  only  business  reported  this  week  and  the  market 
closes  quiet ;  "  rather  sellers  at  ll^d."  being  the  general 
expression  of  opinion. 

Rhubarb  is  very  difficult  to  sell,  and  at  to-day's  auctions 
the  prices  were  again  very  low.  Of  116  cases  45  sold  as 
follows :  Shensi — fine  medium  to  bold  flat  picked,  good 
fracture,  2s.  bd.  per  lb.  ;  small  to  medium  fair  coat,  half 
grey,  half  pinky  fracture  round,  12d.  to  13d.  per  lb. ; 
medium  to  bold  ditto,  13\  per  lb.  ;  small  to  medium 
fair  coat,  half  grey,  half  pinky  fracture,  good  appearance, 
Is.  3d. ;  round  medium  to  bold  fair  coat,  but  dull, 
fracture  9irf.,  common  half-dark  fracture  Id.  to8|d.  Canton, 
small  to  medium,  fair  coat,  fiat,  loose,  partly  grey  fracture, 
12\d.  ;  medium  to  bold  fair  coat,  half-pinky,  half-dark 
fracture,  round,  \0\d.  ;  small  to  medium  root,  fair  coat, 
loose,  apparently  grey  fracture,  round,  \0d.  High  dried, 
bold,  flat,  good  fracture,  lid. ;  round,  fair  fracture,  rair  rough 
coat,  Id.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Of  Honduras  root  6  serons  sold  without 
change  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  sound,  and  Is.  2d.  for  damaged, 
root.  A  new  parcel  of  20  bales  grey  Jamaica  root  was 
bought  in,  and  3  bales  native  Jamaica  sold  without  reserve 
at  from  Q^d.  to  Id.,  part  of  this  parcel  was  apparently  arti- 
ficially coloured. 

Scammony-root. — For  18  bales  fair  root  from  Tripoli  the 
price  of  27s.  Qd.  was  suggested. 
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Senega. — For  5  bales  dark  root  of  characteristic  taste, 
but  without  odour,  a  bid  of  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  was  refused  ;  the 
owner  would  take  Is.  8d. 

Senna. — Tirmevelly  leaves  were  in  small  supply,  152  bales 
being  offered  to-day,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  sold  at 
steady  prices :  fine  bold  green,  Id.  to  l\d.  ;  medium  to  bold 
greenish,  slightly  specky,  3\d.  to  Z\d.  ;  small  to  medium, 
partly  specky,  yellowish  and  green,  from  2\d.  down  to  l\d.  ; 
very  common  to  dark,  from  Id.  down  to  %d.  per  lb. 

Squills— 28  bags  common  quality  sold  cheaply  at  Id.  per 
lb.,  good  bright  quality  was  bought  in  at  3d.  to  3^d. 

Star  Anise. — The  present  nominal  spot  quotation  is  75s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  China. 

Tea. — The  Indian  market  keeps  remarkably  firm  this  week 
for  all  grades  of  tea,  especially  for  those  above  8d.  per  lb. 
in  spite  of  a  dull  demand  from  the  country.  Finest  teas  are 
extraordinarily  scarce,  and  what  few  really  standard  teas 
for  liquor  there  are  to  be  had,  fetch  almost  prohibitive 
prices.  Common  leaf  Assam  may  here  and  there  be  bought 
at  bd.  to  b\d.  per  lb.,  bat  very  little  can  be  got  under  b\d. 
On  Tuesday  an  enormous  Ceylon  sale  of  some  24,000 
packages  sold  very  steadily  indeed,  though  of  course  there 
were  cheap  lots  knocked  down  now  and  again  in  so  heavy  a 
sale.  Exports  from  Ceylon  are  reported  to  be  falling  off; 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Ceylons  are  distinctly  cheaper  than 
Assams,  for  lower  grades,  at  any  rate,  it  will  not  be  sur- 
prising if  we  see  rather  firmer  prices  in  the  near  future. 
But  it  is  a  thousand  pities  that  some  arrangement  cannot  be 
effected  to  prevent  24,000  packages  being  catalogued  for 
one  day,  as  last  Tuesday,  while  only  500  packages  were 
offered  last  Thursday,  and  about  12,000  printed  for  next 
Tuesday. 

Tonca-beans. — Angostura  beans  are  neglected  at  nominal 
prices.  Of  Paras  2  cases  bold  black  foxy  mixed  sold  cheaply 
at  9d.  to  9jd  per  lb. 

Vanilla. — A  rather  heavy  supply  was  disposed  of  to-day 
with  good  competition  at  from  6d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  advance, 
the  bold  pods  experiencing  the  greatest  rise.  Fine  chocolate 
7  to  8|  in.  brought  16s.  to  18s.,  good  ditto  5  to  7£  in. 
8s.  6d.  to  13s.  6a!.,  small  crystallised  chocolate  3  to  6  in. 
5s.  9d.  to  8s.  3d. ;  common  brown  and  foxy  down  t j  2s.  9d. 
per  lb.  A  Seychelles  report  states  the  vanilla  crop  of 
last  year  was  much  above  the  average,  but  that  it  is  feared, 
from  the  scanty  flowering  of  the  vines  during  the  season  of 
1893,  that  the  1894  crop  will  not  be  worth  consideration. 

"  Various  Drugs." — Nine  barrels  of  drugs  sent  over  by 
the  Campania  from  New  York  were  offered.  They  included 
2  packages  prickly -ash  berries,  2  ditto  blue  flag-root  (American 
orris),  1  saw-palmetto  berries,  2  stillingia-root,  and  1  water- 
melon-rcot.  An  enterprising  druggist  made  a  sporting  bid 
of  ^d.  per  lb.  for  the  lot.    It  was  rejected. 

Wax  (Bees'). — In  demand,  Jamaica  realising  very  full 
prices — namely,  81.  to  81.  5s  for  good  red  to  pale,  11. 12s.  6d.  to 
11.  lis.  6d.  for  brown  mixed.  One  package  of  Italian  wax, 
common  quality  in  yellow  saucers,  sold  at  60s.  Two  cases 
of  good  Australian  realised  the  high  price  of  61. 17s.  6d.  ;  some 
fair  brown  Madagascar  sold  at  115s.  ;  and  for  bleached  white 
Calcutta  an  offer  of  61.  15s.  was  refused,  the  owner  requiring 
61.  lis.  6d.  —another  lot  of  yellow  bleached  wax  sold  at  61.  10s. 
per  cwt. 


Pharmacists  v.  Druggists  in  Holland.— The  Dutch 
druggists  (i.e.,  unqualified  retailers  of  medicinal  drugs)  are 
forming  themselves  into  a  union,  and  have  started  an  official 
paper,  which  has  immediately  begun  to  open  fire  upon  the 
pharmacists,  and  demands  that  the  law  be  altered  so  as  to 
restrict  the  pharmacist  simply  to  prescribing  and  reserve  all 
sales  over  the  counter  to  druggists.  In  case  the  pharmacists 
should  object  to  this  division  of  labour  and  profits  they  are 
to  be  made  amenab  e  to  reason  by  the  druggists  engaging  a 
qualified  man  as  manager  of  a  pharmacy,  which  they  will 
open  simply  for  the  purpose  of  underselling  the  established 
pharmacist-.  The  chemists  are  apparently  becoming  alarmed, 
for  one  of  them  suggests  in  the  Dutch  pharmaceutical  paper 
the  monopolisation  of  pharmacy  by  the  State  and  the  con- 
version of  the  private  pharmacists  into  State  officials.  The 
State,  onder  this  scheme,  would  become  the  only  recognised 
seller  of  pharmaceutical  goods,  technical  chemicals,  mineral 
■waters,  and  medicinal  foods. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  vleit> 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  denote  a- 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communication* 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Signor  Crispi  and  the  Pharmacists. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Squire,  of  the  English  Pharmacy,  San  Rcmo, 
Italy,  writes  : — In  reference  to  your  note  on  Signor  Crispi  and 
the  pharmacists,  in  your  issue  of  February  3,  a  pharmacist  of 
this  town,  who  is  allowed  to  be  the  best  authority  here  on 
Italian  pharmaceutical  law,  tells  me  that  up  to  1888,  the 
number  of  pharmacies  in  Italy  was  strictly  limited,  with  the 
exception  of  a  province  or  two,  but  in  that  year  a  law  was 
passed  throwing  open  the  pharmacies  to  qualified  men  after 
a  period  of  five  years'  grace ;  but  it  was  promised  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  that  a  sum  of  2,000,000  lire  should  be  set 
apart  to  be  divided  among  pharmacists  already  in  business, 
as  an  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their  monopoly. 

My  friend  thinks,  however,  they  will  never  receive  one  cen- 
time. All  pharmaceutical  schools  and  universities  in  Italy 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  State.  The  profession  o£ 
pharmacy  is  not  absolutely  free  yet,  but  will  be  next  year  for 
all  persons  with  diplomas  ;  it  is  so  far  free  now  that  if  a  town 
has  increased  in  size  a  diplomaed  man  may  start  after  giving" 
fifteen  days'  notice  to  proper  authorities.  In  Italy  there  are 
very  many  qualified  pharmacists  not  in  business,  acting  as 
directors  and  assistants;  but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
many  of  them  will  take  advantage  of  the  new  law  to  go  into 
business  on  their  own  account,  as  shops  already  run  ra'her 
thick,  and  if  a  man  is  in  business,  he  must,  by  law,  keep  in  stock 
all  official  drugs  and  preparations,  and  at  intervals  his  phar- 
macy is  inspected.  If  any  article  asked  for  in  a  pharmacy 
is  not  forthcoming,  the  chemist  renders  himself  liable  to  a 
fine  ;  he  can't  say,  as  in  EDgland,  "  Out  of  stock — expect  to- 
morrow." 

A  great  many  patent  medicines  are  not  allowed  to  be 
imported  into  Italy  now,  especially  those  with  fancy  names  - 
the  law  being  that  no  medicine  that  is  not  in  the  New 
Italian  Pharmacopccia  can  be  admitted. 


Japanese  Calomel. 

Sir, — The  following  are  particulars  additional  to  what, 
you  have  published  regarding  Professor  Divers'  paper  on  the 
Japanese  process  for  manufacturing  calomel  : — This  calomel 
is  a  very  light  flocculent  material  easily  blown  away  by  the 
breath,  and  is  in  the  form  of  thin  silvery  scales.  It  is 
almost  chemically  pure.  The  mode  of  manufacture  consists, 
briefly,  in  making  a  ball  of  a  kind  of  light  earth,  called 
"  Mitsuchi,"and  bittern  from  the  mother-liquors  of  salt-manu- 
facture. This  is  placed  in  a  5  or  6  inch  pot  or  crucible,  a 
small  teaspoonful  of  mercury  added,  and  the  pot  is  placed, 
with  a  large  number  of  others,  in  a  very  peculiarly  builb 
oven.  Each  pot  has  a  bell -shaped  cover,  and  into  this  bell 
the  mercury  sublimes,  and  the  gases  formed  from  the- 
mixture  of  the  earth  and  bittern,  together  with  the  oxygen 
which  penetrates  through  the  sides  of  the  very  porous  pot, 
in  the  course  of  about  three  hours  convert  it  into  these  light 
feathery  scales  of  pure  calomel  known  as  "  Keifern."  The 
earth  used  is  a  light-reddish  earth,  composed  mainly  of 
loose  grains  of  very  friable  silica,  together  with  a  little 
biotite,  oxide  of  iron,  and  clay. 

By  this  process  there  appears  to  be  a  loss  of  12  to. 
15  per  cent,  of  the  mercury  employed,  but  the  quality  of  the 
resulting  compound  is  far  superior  to  the  European  article. 

Yours  truly, 

6  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  W.  P.  Thompson. 

February  15. 
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"  Hahnemann's  Organon." 

Sie, — There  is  no  reading  so  diverting  as  a  good,  slashing 
review  now  and  then,  and  I  should  despise  myself  if  I  could 
not  enjoy  one  for  the  trifling  reason  that  it  was  directed 
against  myself.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
the  writer  of  the  review  of  my  little  work  which  appeared  in 
your  last  issue. 

I  feel,  however,  that  I  owe  an  apology  to  the  shade  of 
Hahnemann,  and  to  his  translator,  Dr.  Dudgeon  for  the  vile 
result  of  my  innocent  effort.  My  intention  was  to  write  a 
sort  of  amplified  contents-table,  or  catalogue  raisonne,  of 
Hahnemann's  work,  to  give  my  readers  an  idea  of  its  geo- 
graphy— if  I  may  say  so— rather  than  its  matter.  That  I 
have  made  a  miserable  failure  of  it  in  the  case  of  one  of  my 
readers  is  patent  enough ;  but  I  must  ask  others  not  to  be 
deterred  by  my  shortcomings  from  studying  Hahnemann 
himself,  if  they  had  any  previous  intention  of  so  doing. 
Hahnemann  is  not  by  any  means  the  commonplace  old  idiot 
your  reviewer  thinks  I  have  made  him  out  to  be. 

Your  reviewer  says  he  is  not  indebted  to  me  for  the 
information  that  the  On/anon  "  unfolds  the  doctrine  of 
itch  as  the  source  of  seven-eighths  of  the  true  chronic 
diseases  which  afflict  humanity."  Indeed  he  is  not.  The 
work  in  which  the  "  Psora"  doctrine  (which  is  not  at  all  as 
your  reviewer  states  it)  is  unfolded  is  a  different  work  alto- 
gether, and  is  entitled  "  Chronic  Diseases."  The  Organon 
contains  only  a  bare  mention  of  it.  As  it  took  Hahnemann 
'four  volumes  in  which  to  elucidate  this  doctrine,  I  am  sure 
you  will  excuse  me  for  not  offering  to  explain  it  in  your 
pages.  Suffice  it  to  say,  certain  French  authorities  have 
independently  discovered  Hahnemann's  "  Psora,"  only  they 
have  wisely  called  it  by  a  different  name — to  wit,  the 
"  Herpetic  Diathesis." 

Your  obedient  servant, 
30  Clarges  Street,  W.,  John  H.  Clarke,  M.D. 

February  25. 


A  Glass  Mortar  Explodes. 

Sir, — A  mixture  of  powders,  equal  parts  phenacetin  and 
sacch.  alb.,  had  been  triturated  together  in  a  glass  mortar  ; 
about  8  grs.  of  the  powder  remained  in  the  mortar  when  it 
■was  sent  into  the  laboratory  to  be  washed.  Directly  the 
water  came  in  contact  with  the  powder  some  action  took 
place,  and  a  violent  explosion  occurred,  the  mortar  being 
smashed  to  atoms.  Why  should  the  glass  be  so  acted  upon  ? 
Yours  respectfully, 

22  Woolwich  Common,  W.  H.  Otty. 

February  17. 

[This  sort  of  thing  happens  now  and  then  with  glass 
mortars,  and  has  frequently  been  discussed  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  chemicals 
used,  but  appears  to  arise  from  a  crystallising  point  in  the 
glass  being  over-tickled,  so  to  speak.] 


Paraffin  for  the  Hair. 

Sir, — May  I  beg  a  brief  space  to  reply  to  Dr.  Horn  ?  My 
main  contention  was  that,  "  Eau  Horn  "  being  a  preparation 
of  petroleum,  it  ill  became  its  inventor  to  stigmatise  the 
users  of  paraffin  as  "  deluded." 

I  have  nothiDg  to  retract  from  my  previous  communica- 
tion. I  can  only  repeat  that  the  physical  properties  of  the 
two  samples  wert  duly  noted  at  the  time  by  others  besides 
myself,  and  not  a  little  amusement  was  caused  at  the  ample 
price  of  5s.  charged  for  a  4-oz.  bottle  of  so  apparently  inex- 
pensive a  product. 

Dr.  Horn  now  explains  that  the  composition  is  more 
complex  than  at  first  sight  appears  ;  there  are  "  five  powders 
and  extracts  dissolved  in  a  product  of  petroleum,  specially 
manufactured  f  jr  '  Eau  Horn '  by  distillation  and  filtration." 
Thus,  while  denying  the  presence  of  paraffin  or  benzoline, 
the  doctor  admits  that  it  is  composed  of  hydrocarbons  of 
the  paraffin  series.    Verb.  sap.  ! 

We  are  grateful  for  the  learned  diagnosis  of  masculine 
baldness  furnished  by  Dr.  Horn,  but  if  paraffin  is  contra- 
indicated  in  such  cases,  why  should  its  homologues  not  also 
be  abjured?  Dr.  Horn,  it  seems  to  me,  has  placed  himself 
in  an  extremely  anomalous  position,  ani  the  value  which 
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would  otherwise  attach  to  the  opinion  of  a  man  with  his 
scientific  attainments  is  thereby  considerably  minimised. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  S.  Ashton. 


"What  Becomes  of  Castor?" 

SIR, — Tinct.  castor,  is  an  old  remedy  for  deafness.  I 
frequently  prescribe  it  with  glycerine,  to  be  dropped  into  the 
ear  for  that  purpose.  I  wonder  whether  anyone  else  has  ex- 
perience in  this  way.  Yours  truly, 

Medical  Pharmacy,  Ashbourne,  James  Osborne. 

February  10. 

Sir, — I  have  dispensed  every  week  for  some  considerable 
time  the  following  prescription  for  a  lady.  I  think  it  also 
interesting  for  the  rapidity  and  constancy  with  which  it  is 
consumed  and  for  the  absence  of  H20. 

Tr.  castorei   5j. 

„   chlorof.  co.     ..  ..       ..       . .  3j. 

,,   lavand.  co.     ..  ..       ..       . .  Sj. 

Sp.  camph.  ..       ..  ..       ..  5i- 

Tr.  card.  co.  ad  ,  3  vj. 

5j.  ex  aq.  t.d. 

Yours  truly, 

Ryde,  February  10.  J.  E.  FROST. 


Sir, — We  had  the  following  prescription  brought  to  us 
only  a  few  weeks  ago  : — 

Potass,  bromid.    ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  Jij. 

Sp.  ammon.  co.    ..       ..       ..       ..       .,  Jiij. 

„       „     foetid.   Sj. 

Tinct.  castorei    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

Inf.  quass.  ad   Sviij. 

M. 

Sig. :  3ss.  ter  in  die  ex  aqua  sura. 

I  dispensed  it  two  or  three  times,  and  the  patient  spoke 
highly  of  it.  Cordially  yours, 

St.  Peter's  Street,  Derby,  Harold  Hoare. 

February  9. 


Beaver  (237/58)  says  he  has  frequently  dispensed  this 
year  tinct.  castor.  ^iij.  in  a  mixture  with  mist,  amygd.  co. 
from  the  prescription  of  a  present-day  doctor.  In  a  former 
situation  he  occasionally  dispensed  it  from  the  prescription 
of  an  old-fashioned  doctor  in  53s.  doses. 


Sir, — Castor  is  a  favourite  medicine  in  India.  The 
native  wholesale  druggists  of  the  Bombay  bazaar  usually 
keep  a  quantity  in  stock,  and  sometimes  purchase  as  much 
as  50  lbs.  when  prices  are  favourable.  They  generally  obtain 
their  supplies  from  a  well-known  Dresden  house.  Castor  is 
very  rarely  prescribed  by  British  medical  practitioners  in 
India,  or  by  educated  natives  trained  in  modern  medicine. 

Bombay,  February  9.  J.  G.  Prebble. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. 

Sir, — Referring  to  your  report  of  Mr.  Morrison's  paper, 
"  Pharmaceutical  Education  in  the  Provinces,"  your  readers 
might  think  that  the  reference  to  the  disestablishment  of 
the  school  at  Bloomsbury  Square  met  with  general  approval 
among  the  members.  As  secretary  I  think  it  only  fair  to 
say  that  Mr.  Newsholme  and  Mr.  Ellinor  spoke  strongly 
against  it,  whilst  agreeing  with  most  that  Mr.  Morrison  said. 
Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  Eardley,  Hon.  Sec. 


An  old  Quack  Medicine. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Partington,  of  Bath,  referring  to  a  note  in  this 
journal  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  oldest  patent  medicine 
was  an  American  one  [this  is  not  how  we  put  it,  but  the  point  is 
immaterial  at  present],  sends  us  an  interesting  extract  from  an 
antiquarian  work  about  Bath  ("  Aqua  Solis,"  by  the  Rev. 
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H.  M.  Scant,  M.A  ),  which  tells  about  a  stone,  ef  greenish  hue, 
perforated  and  oblong  in  form,  which  was  dug  up  in  the 
Abbey  churchyard  in  1731,  and  which  bore  certain  engraved 
inscriptions,  which  have  led  antiquarians  to  conclude  that 
the  stone  was  a  stamp  for  some  empiric-medicine  labels. 
The  words,  as  well  as  they  could  be  deciphered,  on  the  four 
sides  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  T.  Ivniani  thalasar  ad.  claritatem. 

2.  T.  Ivniani  crvsomael  in  m  ad  claritatem. 

3.  T.  Jvniani  diexvtn  ad  veteres  cicatrices. 

4.  T.  Jvniani  Phoebvni  ad.  Iv  Ecoma  Delicta  a  Medicis. 

The  spelling  and  the  engraving  of  these  legends  appear  to 
be  equally  defective,  but,  according  to  the  author  of  this 
book,  Dr.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  McCaul,  of  Toronto, 
have  made  conjectures,  which  have  resulted  in  the  following 
as  probable  translations  of  the  stamp  : — 

1.  The  thalass?r  of  Titus  Junianus,  for  clearing  the  eyesight. 

2.  The  cryomelinum  of  T.  Junianus,  for  cleaving  the  eyesight. 

3.  The  diexum  or  dryxum  of  T.  Junianus,  for  removal  of  old  scars. 

4.  The  phoebum  (or  blistering  collyrium)  of  T.  Junianus,  for  such  hope- 
less cases  as  have  been  given  up  by  the  physicians. 

The  medicines  named  all  seem  to  be  eye-remedies. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 


244/30.  Cottonopolis  says : — "  A  drug  was  returned  to  a 
wholesale  house  with  empties,  and  was  stolen  in  transit. 
Box  was  signed  for  as  empties.  Is  the  carrier  liable  1 " 
[Where  a  valuable  commodity  is  enclosed  in  a  package 
labelled  "  Empties  "  it  is  practically  a  fraud  on  the  carrier, 
and  deprives  him  of  his  proper  charges.  If,  therefore,  such 
commodity  is  stolen,  lost,  or  damaged,  the  carrier  would  not 
be  liable.  In  fact,  there  was  no  contract  with  the  carrier  to 
carry  the  goods  at  all — only  the  envelope.] 


249/15.  S.  H.  W. — The  requirements  of  the  Fertilisers 
and  Feeding-stuffs  Act  are  detailed  in  this  journal, 
January  6,  1894,  page  31,  and  January  27,  1894,  page  168  ; 
also  see  January  13,  1894,  page  35. 


244/34.  J.  T.  II. — Extracts  stand  in  precisely  the  same 
position  with  regard  to  medicine-stamp  duty  as  essences. 
An  extract,  whether  dry  or  fluid,  of  a  drug  comes — at  least, 
in  practice — within  the  exemption  from  stamp-duty  of 
medicinal  drugs  "  vended  entire  without  any  mixture  or 
composition  with  any  other  drug  or  ingredient  whatsoever  "  ; 
and  it  is  permissible,  moreover,  to  add  the  quantity  of  spirit 
necessary  to  prevent  decomposition — but  no  more — without 
forfeiting  the  benefit  of  the  exemption.  See  supplement  to 
"  Handy-book,"  page  17,  sub  voce  "  Tinctures." 


250/32.  H.  M. — The  preparations  are  obviously  liable  to 
medicine- stamp  duty.  If  you  were  to  read  Alpe's  "  Handy- 
book  "  (2s.  6c/.),  you  would  see  how  such  preparations  should 
be  labelled  to  avoid  liability. 


246/21.  Magncs.  SuJph. — Your  questions  are  too  elemen- 
tary. You  should  get  our  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws" 
(2s.  6^.). 


247/3.  Ferrum. — The  Shop-hours  Regulation  Act  makes 
it  illegal  to  employ  a  young  person  under  18  years  of  age  for 
more  than  74  hours  per  week,  including  meal-times.  The 
seller  of  the  poison  whose  name  and  address  are  to  appear  on 
the  label  is  the  person  on  whose  behalf  the  sale  is  made — 
that  is  to  say,  the  proprietor  of  the  business. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


respondents  should  consult  "The  Art 'of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  incites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Butyl-chloral  Mixtures. 

Sir, — Referring  to  "  Agnosco*s  "  query  regarding  butyl- 
chloral  hydrate  mixture,  I  have  frequently  dispensed  a  mix- 
ture containing  butyl-chloral  hydrate  and  tinct.  gelsemii, 
and  have  always  dissolved  the  former  in  the  latter.  The- 
alcoholate  which  separates  when  the  water  is  added  dis- 
solves on  shaking,  and  a  permanently  clear  mixture  results. 
The  mixture  in  question,  however,  contains  more  water  iii 
proportion  to  the  chloral  than  does  "  Agnosco's "  ;  a  fact 
which  suggests  theaddition  of  more  water — say,  ad  Jvj. — and 
a  corresponding  increase  of  dose  (of  course  with  the  pre- 
scriber's  sanction),  as  the  simplest  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Goole,  February  26.  James  E.  Dewing. 


Potassium-chlorate  Mixture. 

Sie, — I  have  had  to  dispense  the  following  prescription 
frequently,  and  would  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  your 
readers  upon  it : — 

Potass,  chlorat  9ij. 

Tinct.  ferri  raur.   33- 

Spts.  a;th.  nit.     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3'fS- 

Tinct.  aconiti     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  ir^xx. 

Glycerini  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  5'v- 

Aqua  ad     ..       ..   3  i  j  - 

M.  .   

Sig. :  Jj.  tor  in  die. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  dissolve  the  potassium  chlorate- 
entirely  ;  but  the  prescriber  informs  me  that,  as  prepared  by 
another  local  chemist,  it  is  sent  out  perfectly  clear,  the 
chlorate  being  thoroughly  dissolved. 

The  text-books  mention  potassium  chlorate  as  soluble 
(1  in  16— some  say  even  1  in  12),  but  I  have  failed  to  obtain 
such  a  result.  Where  potassium  chlorate  is  ordered  beyond  the 
saturation-point,  is  it  correct  to  filter  out  the  excess,  or  put 
into  the  mixture — to  be  well  shaken  ? 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

February  15.  Doubtful.  (240/52.) 


Leather  Suppositories. 

Sir, — I  had  the  following  to  dispense  the  other  day.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  any  of  your  readers  could  make  a 
presentable  suppository  of  it  : — 

Acid,  tannici     . .    . .    gr.  x. 

Massa?  gelatina;  . .       . .  . .  q.s. 

Ft.  supposit.    Jlitte,  &c. 

Yours, 

February  6.  Goodwin.  (236/72.) 

[This  is  an  Italian  prescription.  Some  continental  phy- 
sicians and  pharmacists  have  the  notion  that  tannin  aiyi 
gelatine  go  well  together  in  suppository. — Ed.] 


242/69.  Anti-humbug .— There  would  be  no  difficulty  in' 
mixing  2  parts  of  some  samples  of  tar  with  1  part  of 
lycopodium.  Equal  parts  of  tar  and  liquorice-powder  are 
often  used. 


245/14.  Ignoramus. — For  ferri  et  quininas  cit.  resin  oint- 
ment is  one  of  the  best  excipients.  Varnish  with  tolu  and 
ether. 


247/56.  Olti  Ovorum.—(V)  For  Hydrarg.  Oleas  the  B.P. 
oleatum  hydrargyri  should  be  given.  The  names  are  different, 
but  common  sense  dictates  the  official  standard  when  doubtful. 
(2)  Spirit.  Sacchari  is  rum. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

The  Editor  replies  to  queries  of  general  interest,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
received.  Replies  are  inserted  according  to  the  space  available.  Postal 
answers  cannot  be  supplied. 

Back  numbers  containing  formulce,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 


225/61.  Menthol  (Brussels). — (1)  Orange-wine  is  made  by 
boiling  together  23  lbs.  of  sugar  and  10  gallons  of  water. 
Clarify  with  the  whites  of  six  eggs,  and  pour  upon  the 
peels  of  100  Seville  oranges.  To  the  syrup  add  the  juice  of 
the  oranges,  and  when  the  whole  is  sufficiently  cool  add  6  oz. 
of  fresh  yeast,  and  ferment  for  three  or  four  days.  Then 
strain  into  a  barrel,  allow  to  stand  for  a  month,  add  half  a 
gallon  of  brandy,  and  mature  for  at,  least  three  months 
longer.  (2)  The  "  Throat  Hospital  Pharmacopoeia "  you 
can  get  from  H.  K.  Lewis.  All  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the 
London  hospitals  are  collated  in  Squire's  "  Pharmacopoeias 
of  London  Hospitals  "  (Churchill,  6s.).  The  latter  you  will 
find  specially  useful. 


227/5.  Ntmquam. — The  alkali  used  for  Making  Tar- 
liquors  Soluble  for  the  purpose  of  disinfection  is  caustic 
soda.  Generally  a  small  percentage  of  common  resin  is 
used  along  with  the  alkali,  as  resin-soap  is  an  admirable 
emulsifier.  Of  course  the  quantity  of  caustic  soda  to  be 
used  must  be  carefully  determined  by  experiment  and  ex- 
perience. 


226,  53.  Anatomy. — For  the  Anatomy  of  the  Horse  we 
should  make  Huxley's  "  Physiology  "  the  groundwork  ;  it  is 
so  readable  a  book,  and  contains  so  much  that  is  useful  all 
round.    See  also  Armitage's  "The  Horse"  (Warne,  Is.  Qd.). 


236/50.  Brittany. — Messrs.  Newbery  &  Sons  can  supply 
you  with  kumysogen  or  koumiss-powder.     The  peanut  is 

Arachis  Tiypogcea. 


226/47.  Santos.— See  the  1894  Diary,  pages  364  and  370  : 
also  reply  to  "  C.  F.  J." 


232/13.  E.  B. — Liquor  Perri  Iodid.  pro  Syrupo. — 
Follow  the  Pharmacopoeia  proportions,  thus  : — 

Oz. 

Iron  wire  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  1 

Iodine       ..       ..       ..       ..      .,  2 

Water    2 

Cut  the  wire  and  add  it  to  the  iron  and  iodine  contained  in  the  flask. 
Start  chemical  action  by  heating  slightly,  then  set  aside  until  action  ceases 
and  all  the  iodine  has  disappeared.  Decant,  add  1  drachm  of  hypophos- 
phorous  acid,  and  filter,  making  up  to  4  cz.  with  water  which  lias  been  used 
to  wash  out  the  flask.  One  part  of  this  solution  to  7  parts  of  syrup  makes 
syr.  ferri  iod. 


232/36.  W.  H.  B.—See  our  issue  of  July  29,  1893, 
page  177,  for  Foaming  Liquid  Dentifrice. 


231/7.  Pip.— (1)  All  that  remains  of  the  stain  is  the 
blue  colouring  used  in  the  ink.  Try  a  weak  solution  of 
chlorinated  lime  on  it  now.    (2)  See  reply  to  "  W.  H.  E." 


231/64.  Sal.— Sal  Hepatica  is  Carlsbad  salts  (artificial). 
You  can  get  the  salts  in  a  recrystallised  state  from  a  whole- 
sale house,  this  being  the  form  intended. 

233/15.  HbiKceqpat7ric.— The  standard  for  homoeopathic 
medicines  is  the  "British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia," 
published  by  Gould ;  or,  see  the  "  Companion,"  published  by 
Keene  &  Ashwell. 


236/71.  Pepsin.— See  the  formula  in  the  Diary,  page 
370,  r  5 


231  53.  Nenw. — The  best  solvent  for  indiarubber  is 
carbon  bisulphide,  but  gutta  percha  is  generally  used  in- 
making  cements — 1  part  to  8  of  bisulphide.  This  is  to  be- 
applied  to  the  cycle-wheel  rim,  then  heated,  and  while  hot 
the  tyre  is  applied. 


231/52.  W.  K.  O  - 
358. 


Toothache-jelly. — See  Diary,  page- 


232/2.  W.  B. — There  is  noDe,  except  citronella,  or  other- 
oil  to  perfume.  Sometimes  the  Benzoline  is  redistilled-5 
after  standing  on  clean  copper  filings  for  a  few  days,  or 
shaking  with  sulphuric  acid.  It  generally  becomes  mal- 
odorous again,  however. 


232/31.  Hopeful.— (I)  White  Enamel  for  Ringings 
Microscopical  Slides : — Gum  damar  8  parts,  dissolve  in 
benzol  8  parts,  filter  through  absorbent  cotton-wool  ;  incor- 
porate quickly  and  carefully  with  1  part  perfectly  dry 
Hubbuck's  zinc  oxide  in  a  mortar,  triturating  until  quite- 
smooth.  (2)  We  have  had  no  experience  with  Aspinall's 
enamel.  There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  answer  if  it 
sets  quickly  enough  and  is  sufficiently  smooth.  (3)  If  the- 
plant-sections  containing  raphides  are  to  be  mounteol  \xt> 
glycerine  or  glycerine-jelly  they  should  be  placed  in  a  mix- 
ture of  equal  parts  of  spirit,  glycerine,  and  water  for  a  few 
hours  previous  to  mounting.  (4)  Are  the  lily-buds  to  be 
sectionised  1  If  so,  a  mixture  of  2  parts  hard  paraffin  and 
1  part  soft  paraffin  is  much  better  than  hard  paraffin  alone. 


251/30.  Telanwn. — Papain  (Finkler)  is  made  by  a  process 
devised  by  Dr.  Finkler.  It  is  not  simply  the  evaporated1 
juice.  Another  kind  of  papain,  or  papayotin,  is  made  by 
dissolving  the  milk-juice  of  unripe  papaw-froit  in  water,-, 
straining  from  any  suspended  matter,  and  precipitating  - 
the  active  principle  with  rectified  spirit.  Collect  and  dry- 
carefully. 


225  43.  Menthol  (Brussels). — We  cannot  trace  any  pub- 
lished formulas  for  "Voice-jujubes  and  Magnum-bonums„ . 
but  you  may  not  care  to  try  to  make  them,  once  you  know 
how  tedious  the  process  is.  First,  you  take  2  lbs.  of  the 
best  gum  arabic,  anol  dissolve  it  in  a  pint  of  water  by 
stirring.  It  should  not  be  heated  at  all.  When  dissolved, 
strain  the  mucilage  and  allow  it  to  stand  until  clear.  De- 
cant this  clear  mucilage,  and  in  it  dissolve  by  steam-heat 
If  lb.  of  the  best  sugar ;  then  add  any  colouring  or  flavouring 
olesired ;  pour  the  thick  syrup  into  shallow  tin  trays  to  the- 
depth  of  5  inch,  and  set  in  a  warm  chamber  (between  75°  and 
90°  F.)  for  at  least  one  month  to  mature.  Voice-jojubes 
contain  a  little  capsicum,  flavoured  with  orange-flower  water 
(4  or  5  oz.),  and  are  coloured  with  cochineal  and  caramel. 
The  same  colouring  is  used  for  magnum-bonums  ;  but  in 
that  case  there  is  additional  flavouring  in  the  shape  of  tolu,. 
and  the  basis  also  contains  marsh-mallow. 


221/25.  Cape. — Dana's  "  Manual  of  Mineralogy"  (7s.6d.)> 
and  Brown's  "Manual  of  Assaying"  (9s.)  are  both  good 
books  in  their  way  ;  but  for  mineralogy  generally  one  of  the 
South  Kensington  subject  series  would  suit  you  better.  Any- 
day  you  are  in  town  you  can  pick  up  a  volume  in  Holywell 
Street  for  a  few  shillings. 


219/54.  Vinutn. — You  can  bring  wines  to  the  boil  without 
spoiling ;  in  fact,  this  is  the  method  adopted  for  stopping- 
fermentation,  and  is  called  Pasteurisation,  after  Pasteur, 
who  devised  it.  Most  of  the  manuals  of  wine-making  are- 
more  or  less  scissors-and-paste'work,  and  that  especially  applies- 
to  books  of  less  than  10s.  The  "  must  "  of  wine  is  a  better 
ferment  than  yeast ;  but  in  this  country  you  must  use  the 
latter.    Excuse  the  unavoidable  repetition. 


253/31.  Vvnpm- — Meat  and  Malt  Wine.— See  C.  Sf  D.r 
December  16,  1893,  page  877.  Liquid  extract  of  noalt  is 
preferable  to  the  solid,  as  it  contains  fewer  microbes. 
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231/30.  Tita. — Spindle-varnish. — Something  of  the  fol- 
towing  nature  is  used  : — 

Sandaraeh      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jiv. 

Yellow  resin   ..  ..       ..  3iij. 

Spirit   Oj. 

Dissolve,  strain,  and  settle. 


231/15.  Yorkshire. — Ointment  for  Ulcerated  Legs. — 
The  following  has  a  wonderful  effect  in  healing  large  sur- 
faces : — 

Prepared  chalk        ..       ..       ..       ..  Jviij. 

Carbolic  acid  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3'j- 

Ofive  oil    a  sufficiency 

Sift  the  chalk,  add  the  acid,  and  make  to  the  consistency  of  an  ointment 
with  the  olive  oil. 

This  has  to  be  applied  liberally,  and  is  not  well  adapted  for 
■retailing  in  small  quantities  ;  in  fact,  the  above  quantity  is 
.sold  at  Is.  For  general  retail  trade  you  will  find  the  fol- 
lowing a  suitable  ointment : — ■ 

Ung.  hydrarg.  ox.  flaw       ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

TJng.  zinci      ..  ..       ..  3vss. 

M. 

These  should  be  made  with  a  vaseline  basis. 


231/56.  P.  L.  E. — We  really  cannot  afford  the  space  for, 
or  the  time  to  answer  questions  which  you  will  find  ex- 
plained in  elementary  text-books.  You  will  notice  that 
we  have  great  difficulty  in  finding  room  for  all  purely 
pharmaceutical  matters  which  we  have  to  discuss  with 
•correspondents. 


242/28.  Orient. — We  cannot  say  what  the  composition  of 
the  polish  is. 


248/17.  Excelsior. —Get  our  last  Educational  Number 
jfrom  the  publisher,  price  4^. 


234/55.  Nil  Desperandum  asks  our  opinion  of  the  fol- 
lowing method  of  making  Heading  for  Aerated  Waters, 
Ac. : — "Put  into  a  cask,  with  a  wide  bunghole,  20  lbs.  of 
quillaia-bark,  finely  crushed  ;  spread  over  the  bark  2  lbs.  of 
common  soda ;  then  add  5  galls,  boiling  water ;  bung  up  to 
keep  the  steam  in  ;  stir  up  every  day  or  two  for  a  week  ; 
filter  with  double  tea-muslin.  Then  add  to  the  bark  4  galls, 
of  boiling  water ;  let  it  stand  for  two  days ;  stir  it  well  up, 
.and  filter  as  before.  Add  to  the  bark  2  galls,  of  boiling 
<water ;  let  stand  till  next  day ;  stir  well  up,  and  filter  as 
before.  Add  to  the  bark  1  gall,  boiling  water  ;  filter  as  before, 
and  add  all  four  lots  together,  with  J?  gall.  S.V.R.  66  o  p. 
Keep  it  well  corked,  and  it  will  keep  good  for  any  length  of 
time.  From  J  oz.  to  ^  oz.  to  each  gall,  of  syrup."  It  is  not 
a  particularly  refined  method  of  making  the  extract,  but  the 
product  will  be  all  right.  We  question  if  ^  gall,  of  rectified 
spirit  is  enough  to  keep  it,  unless  it  is  used  quickly  or 
stored  in  thoroughly  clean  jars  well  stoppered.  Otherwise 
/the  "  heading  "  is  quite  according  to  Hoyle. 


234/36.  Morton  Tavarrs  (Jamaica)  puts  this  question  : — 
•"If  I  dissolve  1  lb.  of  caustic  soda  in  2  lbs  of  water,  what 
will  its  strength  (Baume)  be?"  That  altogether  depends 
upon  the  strength  of  the  caustic  soda  used;  if  85-per-cent. 
NaHO,  the  solution  will  be  35°  Baume,  or  close  thereto. 


INFORMATION"  WANTED. 

'The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  post-card  replies  to  the 
following : — ■ 

240  34.  What  is  "  Honey  and  Flowers  " — a  hair  appli- 
-cation  ? 

230/31.  Bottles  for  boot-polish  with  cork  and  sponge : 
•where  obtainable  ? 

288/23.    Antibacillus  :  where  obtainable  or  what  is  it? 

249/29.    Maker  of  Baker's  Magdalene  oils. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  su>>scribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or 
whioh  have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any 
pharmaceutical  or  trade  matter. 


To  Agricola  (237/61)  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company 
(Limited)  advise  for  dressing  young  fruit-trees  use  Jeyes' 
fluid  diluted  with  water  (which  forms,  not  a  solution,  but  an 
emulsion)  to  the  strength  of,  say,  1  part  fluid  to  300  or 
500  parts  of  water.  This  would  adhere  to  the  bark,  and 
prove  beneficial  to  the  growth  of  the  trees  also. 

228/13.  Dr.  Johnson's  Standard  Colour-solution  for 
Glyco-urine  Testing  :  — 

Liq.  ferri  perchlor.  fort.,  s.g.  1*338      ..       ••  3i- 
Liq.  amnion,  acet.,  s.g.  1017    . .       . .       . .  3-v- 

Acid.  acet.  glacial.,  s.g.  1-065    3'T- 

Liquor  ammonia?,  s.g.  0  959    3i- 

Aqua;  destil.  ad  3  iv. 

Mix  thoroughly  the  iron  solution  with  the  liq.  amnion,  acet.  and  the 
acetic  acid,  then  add  the  liq.  ammonia?,  and  dilute  up  to  4  oz. 

The  ingredients  are  all  of  the  strength  prescribed  by  the 
B.P.  1868. 

Glasgow.  A.  McKellab. 

230/50.  Pastor  Kneipp's  Cure.— Particulars  regarding  the 
application  of  this  system  of  treatment  in  London,  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  George  Engell,  18  Noble  Street,  E.C. 

To  Prevent  Rabbits  attacking  Young  Fruit-trees. — 
A  Kentish  fruit-grower  has  found  the  following  compost 
successful  : — 

Tarts 

Cowdung    60 

Clay    35 

Crude  carbolic  acid      ..       ..       ..       ..  5 

Mix  with  water  to  a  suitable  consistence  for  applying  with  brush. 

E.  L.  (250/43) 


Meetings,  <tc,  to  be  held,  and  business  to  be  transacted  thereat.  Suitable 
notices  will  be  inserted  in  this  section  if  received  by  the  Editor  on  or  be/ore 
Wednesday. 


Monday,  March  5. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Chemical  Society's  Rooms, 
Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  Papers  :— (1)  "  The  Zymean 
Metallurgy,"  by  Admiral  J.  H.  Selwyn  ;  (2)  "  The  Com- 
mercial Production  of  Chlorine  by  the  Ammonia-soda 
Process,"  by  Mr.  F.  Bale ;  (3)  "  Notes  on  Lithographic 
Varnish,"  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Leeds,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

Tuesday,  March  6. 

Moyal  Institution,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  Charles  Stewart, 
M.R.C.S.,  on  ••  Locomotion  and  Fixation  in  Plants  and 
Animals." 

Wednesday,  March  7. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  2  Sillwood 
Terrace,  at  9  p.m.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  Prize 
Competition. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Asso- 
ciation, 36  York  Place,  at  9  15  p.m.  Notes  and  queries, 
conducted  by  Mr.  William  Duncan. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  dinner  at  the 
Adelphi  Hotel,  at  7.15  P.M.  for  7.30  prompt. 

Society  of  Arts.  Ordinary  meeting,  8  P.M.  "  Refrigerating 
Apparatus,"  by  Professor  Carl  Linde,  of  Munich. 

Thursday,  March  8. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Annual  dinner  at  the 
Cannon  Street  Hotel,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J.P., 
L  C.C.,  in  the  chair. 

Liverj>ool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Association,  University 
College,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  on  "Milk- 
analysis." 


